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CHAPTER   I 

"It  is  time  to  go  home,  Helen." 

"Yes,  madam.  The  sun  is  over  the  spur  of  the 
range." 

"  I  wish  it  would  stop  there.     I  hate  it,  don't  you  ?  " 

"  No,  madam,  I  do  not  hate  the  sun." 

"  Well,  you  know  what  I  mean,  girl,  perfectly  well. 
I  don't  mean  that  I  hate  the  sun  itself,  but  I  hate  to 
see  it  day  after  day,  and  feel  it  drying  the  flesh  on  one's 
bones,  and  turning  one's  face  and  hands  browner  and 
browner  every  day,  and  sapping  all  the  life  and  energy 
out  of  one's  spirit.  You  know  what  I  mean,  don't 
you  ? " 

"  Yes,  madam." 

"  *  Yes,  madam,'  and  •  No,  madam  ! '  How  irritating 
you  are  to-day,  Helen  !  If  there  is  anything  I  detest  it 
is  to  have  one's  questions  answered  in  monosyllables.  It 
grates  on  my  nerves.  It  is  quite  bad  enough  to  sit  here 
and  listen  to  those  wretched  cattle  bells  ding-donging  all 
about  us  without  your  making  matters  worse." 

Helen  turned  her  dark,  beautiful  face  to  her  mis- 
tress, and  moved  back  the  sides  of  her  coarse  sun-hood 
with  her  brown,  shapely  hands. 

"  I  am  sorry  I  have  annoyed  you,  madam." 

Mrs.  Lathom,  a  pretty,  "  dolly-faced  "  little  woman 
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of  five-and-twenty,  shook  her  yellow  curls  petulantlv 
and  then  eant  back  against  the  smooth  Me^f  tttr^ 
under  which  they  were  sitting. 

"  I  did  not  say  you  annoyed  me,  but  I  think  vo.,  or. 
very  thoughtless.  I  have  such  a  lot  to  put  u^tirand 
no  one  has  the  slightest  feeling  for  oL^^^^^i 
me  I  declare  I  might  as  well  be  a  con,^  woman  or 
all  the  consideration  that  is  shown  me  » 

^^tii^x^;il  %:' M  ^^  '^t-  '"-'^^  ^"^^^^ 

uaaeniy  paled.  But  Mrs.  Lathom  took  no  heed 
Her  own  petty  troubles  were  far  too  important  to  her  to 
aUow  what  ,h.  caUed  her  mind  to  c„n.Ue,  thl  effect  of 
W  c^«Ie,s  and  rambling  chatter.  For  a  moment  or 
two,  however,  she  remained  silent,  immersed  in  ,hl 
study  of  tw..  beautiful  white  hand  ,  cove,^  w,'^ '  n 
unnecessary  display  of  rings,  and  a  f^wn  p.^ke7^h.r 

"  ^y  did  you  not  remind  me  to  put  on  my  eloves 
Hden  f    My  hand,  will   be  positivdy  hideous  Z^ 

«:.7^3;;^-;frr:to-f-^^^^^^^ 

«.ttle  and  horses  keep  shaking  their  beUs  so  muA 
The  sandflies  get  inside  their  ears." 

"  Bother  the  cattle  and  horses  !  Why  can't  thev  «t 
nd  of  them  ij  some  other  wav  t).»n  k.,  ,  \""y^8e* 
horrible  bell.  }  "  ^       °  '''^  ='"P"8  'heir 

girl  s  bps-   They  do  tiy  very  hard,  madam     There 
are  alway.  a  number  of  them  standing'in  the^eekwSi 
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only  their  heads  out  of  the  water.  They  stay  there 
sometimes  for  many  hours  together.  But  the  poor 
horses  suffer  most." 

''What  is  the  earthly  use  of  teUing  me  such  silly 
things  ?  I  can't  stand  up  to  my  chin  in  the  creek  aU 
day,  can  I  ?  But  I  might  as  well  do  that  as  live  in 
this  disgusting  place.  It's  too  bad  of  the  Governor  to 
send  Captain  Lathom  here  when  he  knows  I  am  not 
strong." 

The  patient,  wearied  listener  made  no  reply.  For 
six  months  past-ever  since  she  had  come  to  Waringa 
Creek  township  with  Captain  and  Airs.  Lathom-she 
had  heard  the  same  complaint  almost  daily,  sometimes 
made  with  suUen  anger  to  Lathom  himself,  sometimes 
to  the  few  visitors  who  came  to  the  house,  and  always 
to  Heien  herself. 

"  Don't  you  hate  the  place  ?  »  asked  Mrs.  Lathom 

presently,  m  a  more  amiable  though  condescending  tone 

to  the  girl.    «  Would  you  not  be  delighted  to  go  back 

to  Sydney  again,  instead  of  living    in  this  wretched 

bush  ?       She  spoke  with  assumed  carelessness,   but 

the  girl,  who  could  sometimes  read  her  shallow  mind  as 

If  she  were  a  child  of  ten,  knew  well  that  behind  the 

apparently  simple  question  there  lay  a  motive. 

"  I  do  not  like  the  place,  madam,  but  I  do  not  hate 
It." 

"  But  you  would  like  to  go  back  to  Sydney  ?  "    And 
Mrs.  Lathom  looked  at  her  eagerly. 
"  No,  madam,  I  should  not." 
"  You  silly  girl.    Why  not  ?  "  she  persisted. 

«  I  ^  t'!.?°*  ^*^*  ^^"^  ^'"'^  madam,"  was  the  cold  reply, 
but  I  like  it  better  than  I  do  Sydney." 

"  Then  you  must  make  it  your  business  to  like  Sydney," 
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said  Mrs.  Lathom  ;  and  her  voice  grew  sharp.  «  I  wUI 
not  put  up  with  likes  or  dislikes  from— from- " 

"From  a  convict,  madam." 

"  I  did  not  say  that.  You  are  very  rude  to  interrupt 
me  when  I  am  speaking,  especially  when  I  wish  to 
confer  a  favour  on  you.  But  you  must  remember  your 
position."  ^ 

"  I  can  never  forget  it." 

The  words  were  uttered  with  a  quiet  dignity,  and  the 
dark  eyes  met  Mrs.  Lathom's  so  steadily,  that  she  felt 
slightly  uncomfortable. 

"  Well,  I'm  sure  I'm  very  good  to  you,  Helen,  and 
Have  done  a  great  deal  for  you  in  many  ways." 

"For    the    kindnesses   I  have   received    from    you 
madam     I   am   grateful,"  the   girl   answered    slowly] 
though  her  whole  passionate  nature  was  in  revolt  when 

heaJ5°"^ \°\'^\^fy  ^"^^''^"^  and  ignominies 
heaped  upon  her  by  the  thoughtless,  selfish,  and  shaUow- 
brained  creature  who  sat  before  her  languidly  fanning 
her  face  with  a  dainty  Indian  fan.  But  distinct  a! 
was  her  emphasis  on  the  word  "kindnesses"  Mrs 
L.atnom  did  not  detect  it. 

S.^7'^^^fl^^  '^'°'  °"' "  ^^  y°"  ^«^«  °o  doubt 

seen,  Captam  Lathom  is  very  peculiar  in  his  ways,  and 

«;,;>,  K  "^"^v'  7"^  '^°^  '°  understand  things. 
But  he  has  quite  a  high  opinion  of  you-quite,  I  assure 
you.    In  fact,  he  has  said  so  distinctly." 

"  Captain  Lathom  has  always  been  most  kind  and 

considerate  to  all  the  convicts  under  his  care,  madam." 

Quite  so ;   and  I  am  glad  you  appreciate  it,  but 

«  A1  °"''^^'  ^°"  ""^  "'"''^  superior  to  the-the " 

Other  convict  women,  madam." 

"  Exactly.    And,  of  course,  when  you  were  assigned 
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to  us,  I  noticed  that  at  once,  and  told  Captain  Lathom 
that  I  was  sure,  whatever  your  past  character  had  been, 
you  were  quite  superior  in  your  manners  and  looks  to 
the  rest  of  the  unfortunate  creatures  who  came  out  in 
the  Jvliar 

"  I  thank  you,  madam  ;  "  and  the  girl's  hands  clenched 
together  in  her  lap  as  she  bent  her  head  lower,  and  set 
her  teeth  hard. 

"  Yes,  indeed,"  resumed  Mrs.  Lathom  complacently, 
"  and  Captain  Lathom  at  my  especial  request,  and  on 
account  of  my  interest  in  you,  managed  to  secure  your 
assignment  to  us,  although  the  Governor,  who  is  an 
extremely  vulgar  man,  in  spite  of  his  being  a  soldier 
and  a  supposed  gentleman,  was  very  averse  to  military 
officers  having  female  convicts  assigned  to  them  as 
servants.    Now,  I  am  sure  you  feel  grateful." 

"  I  am  grateful  to  Captain  Lathom.  He  has  made 
me  feel  that  I  am  still  a  human  being,  and  not  a  brute 
beast."  Her  dreary  monotone  did  not  change,  though 
her  frame  was  quivering  from  head  to  foot. 

"  How  very  strangely  you  talk,  Helen.  I  am  sure 
I  do  not  consider  you  a  'brute  beast.'  Quite  the 
reverse ;  and  I  am  sure  I  have  shown  it  on  many 
occasions.    Have  I  not  ?  " 

No  answer  came  from  the  girl  beyond  a  mute  inclina- 
tion of  the  bowed  head. 

"  Now,  as  I  have  said—or  did  I  not  say  so  ?  I  quite 
forget,  you  interrupt  me  so— Captain  Lathom  really 
does  not  understand  that  I  am  ill— really  ill— and 
thinks  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  return  to 
Sydney,  when  Dr.  Haldane  is  *  only  thirty  miles  away ' 
—as  if  thirty  miles  were  thirty  yards!  And  I  detest 
Dr.  Haldane,  with  his  bushy  whiskers,  and  his  horribly 
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~ar«  voic^  and  vulgar  manner,.  like  all  tho«  Ea.t 

and   looked   at   her   companion's   face.    It    betrayed 
neither  mtere«t  nor  syinpatliy  oMrayed 

S^o  s«T'™  "'  ^"^  '"•  °'  """''  >«  ha,  not 
fc.  !k-  t     !    "'"'  "'y  ''"""•^«  yo"  »«  to  me.    And 

^.t^d^'as'tcr.  "'  ^""""""^  '""""'•    '-^"^  he 

"  Captain  Lathom  ha,  always  been  most  kind  and 

generous  to  me.  madam.    It  is  not  in  hi,  natu^  to  be 

Ind^rie?^;  mir  ''r  \'''""""  ="  "».  once 
and  tned  to  kUI  hmi,  and  yet  he  was  so  foolish  as  to 

overlook  .tmstead  of  having  the  man  sentenced  to 

two  hundred  and  fifty  la,he,-the  minimum  penalty* ' 

The  girl  made  no  answer.     She  knew  the  sfory  and 

knew  how  the  kindly-hearted  Lathom,  and  thl^uallv 

~mpa„.o„ate  Surgeon   Haldane  had   repr«:nted  '  ^ 

the  authont.es   that   Convict   No.   _    was   mental  v 

deranged,  a,  was  indeed  the  case,        '   «,  ,av!d  ,h^ 

unfortunate  wretch  a  fearful  punishment  "" 

A,  you  say,  he  is  very  considerate  and  kind,  Helen  • 

Out-I  am  sure  I  can  tru,t  you,  can  I  not  i  " 
I  am  a  convict,  madam." 

evl"Zh!;^"°'"'-r"  "^  '■  "  '"^  ""•  ^"hom's  blue 
laed  ste«.r    ''^    *'"  *"   ^""'■"  "o-"  ^"e 

reward";::  Z  l^t-^ """«  '"  ""•  «"-•    '  >^< 
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"I  do  not  wish  for  any  reward,  madam.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  serve  you  if  it  lies  in  my  power  to  do  so  » 

"  How  nicely  you  speak !  Well,  you  can  serve  me. 
I  want  you  to  tell  Captain  Lathom  that  you  are  sure  I 
am  not  at  all  strong,  and  ought  to  go  away  to  Sydney. 
He  IS  so  strong  himself  that  he  cannot  understand  any 
one  bemg  weak  and  ill.  And  he  would  think  seriously 
of  It  if  you  told  him."  ' 

The  darkening  shadows  of  the  day  hid  the  smile  of 
contempt  on  the  girl's  face.  « It  would  be  great  pre- 
sumption on  my  part,  madam,  to  speak  to  Captain 
Lathom  on  such  a  subject  as  your  health  " 

"  Of  course  it  would~if  I  did  not  tell"  you  to  do  so. 
cut  I  wish  you  to  do  so." 

"  I  will  speak  to  him,  madam." 

j^^if,"  "^**^-  ^  ^^  ^"'•e  you  are  a  sensible  girl, 
and  will  know  exactly  what  to  say.  Now  let  us  return 
to  the  house." 

They  walked  slowly  along  the  narrow,  winding  and 
dusty  path  that  led  from  Captain  Lathom's  house  to  the 
bank  of  Waringa  Creek.     On  each  side  of  them  was  an 
endless  vista  of  grey  gum-trees,  from  the  smooth,  round 
boles  of  which  hung  strips  and  patches  of  russet-hued 
bark,  cracked  and  blistered  by  the  summer  sun.    Pre- 
sently  they  came  to  the  outer  paddock,  a  wide,  grassless 
expanse  of  fifty  acres,  enclosed  in  a  rough  three-railed 
fence  of  gum  slabs,  and  entered  by  slip-rails.    The  girl 
stepped  before  her  mistress,  and  lowered  one  end  of  the 
^eayy  raUs  for  her  mistress  to  step  over ;  then  again  fell 
belund  to  her  usual  distance. 

Within  the  larger  paddock  was  a  smaller  one,  in 
which  stood  Captain  Lathom's  quarters  and  those  of 
tHe  five-and-twenty  soldiers  who  formed  the  convict 
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£1  ;,  •  '^"^''«'*  *■«  •««"«■»««  had  only  b«n 

thrj,^,  ""^^  the  intense  summer  heat  had  riven  aU 
the  vegetation  a  parched-up  appearance.  A  pat^h  of  an 
sere  of  maize,  now  fnllv  riDen.H  onj  .I'«™<»»'> 
puUed.  .,m  d.owed  some  v«t1«  of  """"y.*"  ^ 
among  the  long  row  rf  stX^l*^""'  ""^  "  "'"' 

Arect  y  m  front  of  the  house  itself,  ^as alwerfa'den 
a^ILt-^tra^^^LX^V'----- 

hated  ,„ati:"Sao:TheXror^r'^'"""/^ 

miles  away  from  the  settS     ^f  r^ t,°°of 

£tm:t--aft-fr-:-.^£ 

oir  "'h  '  T^-'^r'  "*"«^-  ^-  -«dty  b^a^ol 

stone.  In  a  Ime  with  the  officers'  houses  w.„  ^fci 
»1W  quarters-a  rough,  slabbed  buUd^g^^rrblrl^ 
roof— and    the   prisoners'  "barracks"    /,',""« 

Porfectly  straight  street,  on  either  side  of  which  were 
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the  houses  and  stores  of  free  settlers,  and  some  emanci- 
pated convicts.  One  end  of  the  street  touched  the  bank 
of  Wannga  Creek,  where  a  wharf  had  been  built ;  the 
other  was  lost  in  a  maze  of  giant  gum-tree  stumps  not 
yet  uprooted  from  the  soil,  and  which  were  to  be  seen 
extending  right  up  to  the  edge  of  the  bush,  the  said 
"bush"  being  a  dense  forest  of  huge  blue  gum,  "  black- 
butt,"  and  tallow-wood  trees,  interspersed  with  a  thick 
undergrowth  of  smaller  trees,  for  the  "  street "  foHowed 
the  trend  of  the  creek,  and  the  soil  was  rich  and  moist 
from  the  thick  alluvial  deposit  left  upon  it  almost  every 
year  when  the  creek  was  in  flood  and  overflowed  its 
banks. 

"  The  captain's  lady,"  as  the  people  of  Waringa 
called  Mrs.  Lathom,  stepped  languidly  up  on  the  veran- 
dah, followed  by  Helen,  and  seated  herself  in  a  cane 
bunge  placed  near  one  of  the  green-painted  French 
lights  which  opened  into  the  dining-room. 

"  Go  and  see  why  the  lamps  are  not  lit,"  she  said 
pettishly  to  Helen.  « I  hate  coming  into  the  house  at 
dusk  and  finding  it  in  darkness." 

The  girl  stepped  silently  inside,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  dmmg-room  lamp  was  lit  and  sent  a  soft  glow  of 
light  through  the  windows  out  upon  the  garden.  Mrs 
Lathom  lay  back  m  the  lounge,  her  hands  clasped 
behmd  her  head.  She  was  thinking  of  her  husband, 
and  her  mouth  hardened.  What  if  he  again  refused 
her  ?  He  had  better  not,  she  thought.  He  was  so 
dense  at  seeing  things.  Well,  he  would  have  to  under- 
stand that  she  was  not  going  to  waste  her  days  in  such 
a  wretched  spot  as  Waringa  Creek,  when  she  could  be 
ui  Sydney  enjoying  herself.  She  was  sick  to  death  of 
his  plans  and  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the 


en 


i6 

"  ril  write  to  him  to-ni^ht    and  t-ii  k- 
me,"  she  said  aloud  ^  ^*"  ^'"^  '°  *^P^t 

«ira.    And  tell  Helen  to  come  to  me  " 
Helen  was  the  first  to  arrive. 
"  You  need  not  stay  in    He]».n  '»  ok        -j 

*  *"ow  you  are  fond  of  the  creek      T  oKoii       • 
letter  or  two  "  ®^""  ^"t«  a 

y«.  ma  am.    On.  of  the  Tucker  boy,  is  going 


Helen  Adair 

17 

there  by  road  to  try  and  buy  wme  .ugar.    Here  is  . 

Then  teU  him  to  call  and  8ee  me.    I  want  Jm. 
letters  posted  for  me."  •°"** 

t».'7?'  f  *'*^  ^  "  "°^  *«*^  ^^«  •oJdier  saluted,  and 
then  strode  off  to  his  quarters 

said trle^niT  1''  ^'Z.^*"'^"  ^ray,  PU  be  bound," 
said  bergeant  Rush  to  himself.  « I'd  rive  a  montV. 
pay  to  see  her  caught."  *  «  g»ve  a  month  s 


I  i  : 


CHAPTER  II 

M  Which  could  now  only  be  diKemed  by  the  licht 

^th  a  whin      'f™V,'"'.""  "««  »««»«  hep  hand 

«^  I'       I !"»  »»»««.  and  he  knew  that  die  under- 
stood h«n  when  he  «  often  .at  on  the  verandah  .tep 
whmmg  and  gazing  winfuUy  down  the  path  after  "X 
»pta,n  "  when  the  latter  had  told  him  U  un  Ltt 

trcM  poor  Rum  wa.  generally  '•  an  odiou.  creature  " 
who  would  „d.t  on  following  hi.  n.a,ter  about  thX^e 
whenever  he  wa.  at  home.  """"t 

toou'^S^e.'^r-    W«  •»«"'"- a  whole  hour  or  more 

r~dl^  ^  °'  paddymelon.  or  bandicoot^  or  wme 
predatory  iguana  .tealing  through  the  thick  carpet  of 
dry  leave,  toward,  the  «ttler,'  fowl-hou,e..  ^ 

The  road  to  the  wharf  led  in  a  .traight  line  from  the 
commandant'.  hou.e,  and  .howed  like  I  riband  o"wlSl 
^rough  the  dark  vi,ta  of  lofty  tree,  on  each  ^de 

,r.!^^^  ."P  ?  "^^  P°"<'"y  <*"«•  "fl"  ""n"  to  even 

he  boot^  foot  from  the  ray.  of  a  .corching  A«,tralUn 

■un.    At  the  verge  of  the  bank,  however,  the  du.t  ended. 
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and  gave  place  to  a  wide  "  corduroyed  »  path  of  rounded 
japhngs,  neatly  levelled  with  a  filling  of  .mall  .tones. 
Here,  too  the  prospect,  even  at  night,  wa.  decidedly 
pleasant,  for  the  vegetation  was  dense  and  luxurious,  and 
near  y  all  the  trees  growing  near  the  water  had  theii 
trunks  enwrapped  in  masses  of  creepers-wild  convol- 
vulus, niulberry,  and  the  climbing  date,  the  sub-acid  fruit 

a  rlffil7r  T".^  ""u'^  "  black-puddings."  and  the 
a  r  was  filled  with  the  rich  perfume  of  many  flower,  and 
plants,  for  there  is  no  truth  in  the  so  often  q,    ted  state- 

aTd^'tK  K-  7  "^"u  """  '^'  ^°^"*  "  ^«  ^'  -^°"t  smell 
and  the  birds  without  song." 

At  the  foot  of  the  corduroyed  road  was  the  little  jetty 
and  as  Helen  stepped  down  the  bank  she  saw  the  figure 
of  Tim  Doyle,  an  old  "lifer."    He  was  engaged  in 

b?llar?s  ^         ""  """*'  ^^^""^  °"  °"*  ""^  '^*  i**^ 

^^  "  Good  evening,  miss,"  he  said,  in  a  rich  Irish  brogue. 

bure,  an    I  was  just  afther  wondering  if  yeM  be 

coming  down  the  night."  e        7        "c 

He  limped-for  he  was  very  lame-toward.  her 
caroong  an  empty  box  in  one  hand,  and  set  it  down' 
for  her  to  sit  on. 

not  i^""*"^  ^°"»  '^''°'    ^^  "  «  ^««««»J  °i«lit,  i.  it 

"It  is  that !  "  and  the  old  man  sat  down  on  the  wharf 
beside  the  girl  and  clasped  his  hands  around  his  knees 
A  short  clay  pipe  was  in  his  mouth,  and  she  could  see 
tnat  It  was  empty. 

"  Isn't  your  pipe  alight,  Tim  ?  " 

Helen  laughed  wftly  a,  she  put  her  hand  in  her 


ao 


drew 


out  a 


piece  of  ttrong  rich  twiit 


pocket   and 
tobacco. 
"  I  did  not  forget  you,  Tim." 

coaree  canvas  jumper,  drew  out  hi.  Tr  ^" 

.J»t  content  for  a  few  minu,^  thn,  ook  ^^nl  T  ^ 
h»  mouth  and  ga„d  up  into  thSX.  Pf/T 
same  moment  th«  Hn»  d  .  *  *  *"**  *^  ^J»« 

contentedTHt  H.tw::,"'»«  "'  ""  '°'''  '^«" 
"  'Tis  the  black  apot  of  aormw  f  - 

I  am  a  little  tired,  Tim  ;  that  u  all     R.,7i  jj 
think  I  «,.  showing  it  in  „y  fa eV. "  *"  '  '^'' "»' 

knoJ"„r:her«edu,L'^?  "'  «■•  ■»"«  '•"« 
joy."  '^  ""'^  ""^  ""O".  T  bright  wid 

.ill'ur"."  ""'"  ^■°''  "  "^  '»'•  '"»•    Neither  i. 

.       Sure,  dear,  ye  are  but  a  slip  of  a  «rl  vet  anrl  ^    .1. 
IS  a  Ion  J?  wav  ftff  /- ,C.       *^    5^*'*  *""  death 

.i^.»e,KrrBe''^l%TL;r'' -«^ 
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"You  haw  had  ,  h.rf  life.  Tim."    She  put  out 
h.r  hand,  and  placed  it  »ftly  on  the  old  man',  head. 

A  hard,  bitther,  cruel  life,  dear.    An'  yet  I  niver 
did  any  wan  in  God',  wurruld  any  harm     ^'  J  I! 

.r  hin^n'\*- r*"  r* " "  •»«""--." 

.un  .hmin'  bright  on  the  water  av  Carlingford  Lou,h! 
and  heard  the  .wate  Mating  of  the  mountain  .h«p*„ 
Sheve  Foy.  God  help  me.  but  it',  happy  I'd  be  to-night 
av  I  cud  but  wan.t  more  ..e  my  mot W.  bit  av  a  cabta 
J..t  above  the  ould  ca.tle  that  bloody  King  John  bu^ 
m  the  day.  of  Noah,  or  beyant,  for  Z  matter  for  "tt 
a  terrible  ould  place."  '         ™ 

Helen  made  no  remark  in  reply,  and  Tim  ttud  wi.t- 

which  he  .poke,  and  yet,  often  a.  he  had  tried  to  get 

changed  the  .ubject  or  relapsed  into  .ilence.  ^ 

Liaten.  Tim,"  .he  .aid.  raising  her  hand  j «  I  think 
I  can  hear  the  boat  coming." 

The  old  man  bent  forward.  "Aye.  'ti.  the  boat 
.hure  enough.  She',  ju.t  the  other  .ide  avX  kn^ 
pom,    an'   will   be  her.  in   another  quarter  avaj 

l,fJt*  ^^'.  'I  "^  ■"  "^""^  ""«=''«» »«  from  the 
left  bank  of  the  creek,  and  wa.  within  two  mUe.  of  the 

junction  with  the  river,  which  entered  the  Pacific  many 

mUe.  away  at  the  Port  of  Newcastle,  or  Port  Hunter  a. 

«  was  more  generaUy  known.    Although  there  wa.  a 

very  good  dray  road  along  the  river  bank  to  the  «a* 

port,  mo.t  of  the  .ettlers  u,ed  boat,  a,  means  of  tran- 

port  for  their  .upplies,  except  after  heavy  rains,  when 

,  uch  an  enormous  volume  of  water  rushed  seawards 

|that  «  wa.  quite  impossible  for  boats  or  saUing  vessels 


32 

„,J,°"  "  I"  %».  «.,  Ti...  „a  H*.  ^ 

»  few  minute.  voi«s  w°.  h«,d""*  K  '°"'"^'  »'"' '" 
down  the  bank    and  T  '  "  ""'  "«'«"  "">« 

sounded :» Ae  ^.^d  4:s  ithrf  •"■"^'  •""''■ 

»omeofhismenmarrK,J^    '^^       Sergeant  Rush  and 

to  on.  side,  and  «  7o™t^he'b  T    """"'^  ^""^ 
gave  her  a  good  view  "'  "  "P"*  ""<* 

"Keep  quiet,   Russ,"  she  said  t«  .k        n- 
could  now  hear  his  mast,,",  w  •      '  ~""'  "'«> 

men  in  th-  boat^LT^arst  :t''C::  »/?  •'' 
hand^n^bis  coUar,  ..,ou  „„„  „i  «  tVCt^l 

manned  partly  by  soldier,  and  i„  y "f  "A  ''"7" 
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"  Still  confined  to  his  bed,  sir." 

Something  like  a  frown  pass'ed  over  Lathom's  face, 

attacksTf  !!•  "°!"^-  ^^'"'*"^"'  W^^«*«  ^°"tinued 
attacks  of  indisposition  were  becoming  somewhat  too 

requent  to  please  his  superior,  who  surmised "orrec^ 

nlf^Ld  77  ^"^"^"^^«d  «v«^«on  to  any  «ercise 
IP^'S  "°""^'  ^^'  ^'*  P^^°^--^  ^'  ^^ 
aZ  ^"l*  ^"''  *^^°"  ""^y  «*"  °°^'"  ««»*J  Helen  to  the 

He  wa  walkmg  slowly  and  somewhat  wearily,  for  he 
was  quite  as  tired  as  his  boat's  crew,  with  the Lg  day 
on  the  nver  under  a  fierce  sun.  ^ 

,  The  dog  shot  off  from  Helen's  side,  and  in  another 
rrr;  "r^T"^^"^"^^'  uttering .hort,  sharp 

Well,  Russ,  old  fellow,  how  are  you  ?    Now  there 
that  wiU  do,  and  don't  make  such  a  noise  »  '  ' 

ine^lv\V°^-:?^  '^:  '!^  ^'  ""^^^  ^^«^^  °^  ««^«^  «tand. 

^^sked         '"^^  P"'^'  "  ^*  ^^^^  y-'  «^J-  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir." 

"  Mrs.  Lathom  quite  well  ?  »    He  never  said  «  Your 

sl^pircoLTd   "  "''".  ^'  ^P°'^  °'  ^'  ^^«'  -d  ^°^  this 
simple  consid,  ration  she  was  not  ungrateful. 

bhe  has  been  complaining  of  the  heat,  sir,  and  says 
she  has  not  been  feeling  well  all  day,  sir  "  ^ 

Uthom  nodded.  "It  has  been  a  tembly  hot  day, 
mdeed.  He  paused  a  moment  or  two.  "Do  you 
not  want  to  go  down  to  the  boat,  Helen  ?  » 


H 


If 


you  might  like  to  talk  to  •««     ?  t'         thought  that 

" No,  thank  L   sV»  !h         v^:  ""'*^" " 
a  little.  ^    '    ""'    '^'  "P^'*^'  «»  «he  fell  back 

He  nodded  good-naturedly  and  st*.n«-^ 
*;.ty  „.d,  and  .  few  mi„u';«  « "^"^7  "• 

It  ha.  been  such  a  dreadful  day  ft!^  »  .,,  .. 
«  he  bent  down, and  kissed  her  "I  "'  'K  *"'' 
have  come  back.    The  h«,  iT  j        "  «'»''  y"" 

faint."  *  ''•'"  •""  "''^  me  {«I  quite 

do!^  :e''4"""  'y-Pa.hi.ing  remark,  and  then  «., 

•'You  look  tired,"  she  said. 

p.unletXr^tfi^',,!^;.M--^-0'. 

a  t'SToTti^lM'?'  '^».  '"k  his  toweb  and 

excited^,...     r      .  ^»'  *"''  '""""'d  by  the  still 
«cite<J  Rus^  slipped  out  into  the  starli.),/     j       ■ 
h»  way  alone  the  um.  -  f  '""'««,  and  took 

-net^.Jdt.inSa;r;SXaVdli:::! 


CHAPTER   III 

riJ^tT"'"''  ''"  """  »  '""■"vhat  troubled  expres- 
«.on,  and  a,  «K>n  a,  the  meal  wa,  over  he  rose  „«riW 
and  went  on  the  verandah,  where  he  paceS  "  Tndlr^ 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.    Then  catchine  stCjwJj. 
WW,  at  work  in  the  garden,  he  wall^'^t,  1 W    ' 

A  few  years  is  a  long  time  to  look  forward  to  »  said 
La  Hon,,  ^uh  a  good-natured  smile.    "By  thJ  way 
Helen,  you  have  not  been  at  all  welMately/l  he  r."^' 
She  looked  up  astonished.    "I  am  verv  w!.ll    ,.V 
thank  you.    I  am  never  Ul."  ^     ^"'  '''* 

surlyo^  weretVf'"'  '"^1^  ^'''  ""^^^  '^^^  «^«  ^as 
you  were  far  from  well,  but  did  not  like  to  say  so." 
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Helen's  face  flushed,  but  she  made  no  answer. 
"  You  see,"  he  went  on,  "  this  is  a  peculiar  climate, 
and  one  must  be  a  little  careful,  though  I  never  imagined 
that  there  was  anything  wrong  with  you.  Would  you 
like  to  see  Dr.  Haldane  ?  He  is  coming  here  to-day.» 
"  No,  thank  you,  sir.  I  am  quite  well,  indeed.  I  do 
not  feel  the  heat  like  Mrs.  Lathom.  She  has  com- 
plamed  very  much  lately." 

Lathom  nodded.  Then  he  said,  "She  has  had 
several  fainting  fits  of  late,  she  tells  me.  Why  did  you 
not  let  me  know  of  this  ?  " 

Again  the  girl's  face  flushed  deeply,  and  she  felt  an 
almost  irresistible  desire  to  cry  out,  "  It  is  false  She 
18  deceivmg  you,  and  asked  me  to  help  her  m  her  deceit  " 
But  she  bent  her  head,  and  said  nothing. 

"  I  am  sorry  you  did  not  tell  me,"  went  on  Lathom 
gravely,  "  for  I  never  imagined  that  there  was  really 
anything  wrong  with  Mrs.  Lathom's  health.  Now  I 
can  see  that  there  is,  and  as  she  thinks  that  she  will 
get  better  in  Sydney,  I  am  sending  her  down  there  for 
a  few  months.  You  will,  of  course,  accompany  her. 
&he  tells  me  you  are  very  anxious  to  go." 

"  I  8l^ould  like  to  be  near  the  sea  again,  sir,  although 
I  do  not  like  Sydney."  * 

"Ah,  yes;  I  remember  now  that  you  were  very 
anxious  to  be  assigned  to  Major  Cartwright  at  Port 
Macquarie.  Why  did  you  wish  to  go  there  i  It  is  a 
very  pretty  place,  but  the  country  round  about  still  ver>- 
unsettled.  Do  you  know  Major  Cartwright's  family  ?  " 
"No,  sir,"  she  replied,  with  such  very  evident  c  ^- 
straint  that,  seeing  his  questions  were  causinj-  er  some 
distress,  he  pursued  the  subject  no  longer. 
-  Well,  you  must  take  good  care  of  Mrs.  Lathom, 
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Helen.    I  have  a  great  deal  of  confidence  in  you  ;  you 
know  that,  do  you  not  ?  " 
"  Thank  you,  sir.     You  do  me  great  honour." 
The  captain  affected  not  to  hear  the  low,  murmured 
remark  as  he  walked  away  towards  the  stables. 

"  Poor  girl,"  he  said  to  himself;  «  I  wonder' what  is 
her  real  story  ?  And  what  on  earth  made  her  pass 
counterfeit  money  ?  There  is  no  more  of  the  criminal 
instmct  in  her  than  there  is  in  me!  An  educated, 
refined  r-1  like  her  descend  to  the  practice  of  downright 
rascality  i  Absurd  !  And  yet  she  was  not  only  proved 
guilty,  but  admitted  her  guilt !  Hang  me  if  I  can 
understand  it." 

As  he  came  to  the  stables  his  meditations  were  cut 
short  by  seeing  old  Tim  conversing  with  a  mounted  man 
whom  he  recognised  as  Dr.  Haldane's  servant. 
"  Where  is  the  doctor,  Hawley  ?  " 
Hawley,    a   fine   stalwart   young   man    (formerly   a 
private  in  a  dragoon  regiment)  saluted,  and  handed 
Lathom   a   note.    "He   is   coming,    sir.    I   was  just 
bringing  this  to  the  house,  sir." 

Lathom  opened  the  note,  and  read  it,  and  in  an 
instant  an  angry  expression  clouded  his  face,  and  some- 
thing like  an  oatb  escaped  his  lips. 

"  Very  well,  Hawley.  Put  your  horse  in  the  paddock 
—the  doctor  will  be  staying  here  to-night."  Then  he 
turned  on  his  heel,  and  walked  towards  Lieutenant 
Willet's  quarterc. 

"  What's  the  matther  wid  the  captain  at  all  at  all  ?  " 
asked  old  Tim  of  the  doctor's  servant. 

Hawley's  sun»-arnt  face  relaxed  into  a  smile.  «  Did 
you  hear  him  swearing  under  his  breath  ?  Well, 
that  is  just  the  very  thing  that  the  doctor  said— and  a 


// 
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good  deal  more  beside-when  he  got  a  note  last  night" 
Twas  from  the  parson.  He  sent  it  to  say  that  he  had 
heard  the  doctor  was  going  over  to  Waringa  to  see 
Captam  Lathom,  and  that  he  would  come  with  him.  The 
fat-faced  old  hog  dined  and  dept  at  our  place  last  night, 
and  the  doctor  was  as  grumpy  as  a  bear.  He  gave  me 
a  note  last  night,  and  told  me  to  start  off  at  daylight  with 
It  for  Captam  Lathom.  The  captain  don't  like  the 
parson,  I  think." 

"  Like  him  !  »  and  old  Tim's  withered  features,  as  he 
spat  on  the  ground,  expressed  the  deepest  contempt; 
how  cud  a  gmtleman,  born  an'  bred,  like  a  baste  like 
htm?  Bad  luck  an'  an  evil  ind  to  all  such  flogging 
devils  as  the  Riverend  Joseph  Marsbin.  Sure  an'  his 
name  makes  me  mouth  dirty  when  I  spake  it."  And 
agam  he  spat  on  the  ground. 

"He's  got  no  liking  for  you  Irishers,  that's  certain," 
said  Hawley  sympathetically.  He  was  himself  an 
emancipated  convict,  and  therefore  had  no  hesitation  in 
speaking  freely  to  the  old  man.  Neither  was  there  any 
ove  lost  between  the  ex-dragoon  and  the  clergyman, 
for  the  latter  had  an  unpleasant  way  of  letting  even  an 
emancipist  know  that  he  (the  Rev.  Joseph  Marsbin) 
had  an  intmiate  knowledge  of  official  documents  con- 
cerning the  names  of  prisoners  and  their  offences,  dating 
from  the  very  earliest  days  of  the  colony.  And  there 
was  nothmg  he  liked  better  than  to  make  use  of  his 
knowledge  at  very  uncomfortable  moments 

"May  the  curse  av  the  wake,  an'  the  sufferin'  an' 
the  oppressed,  lie  on  his  wicked  sowl  whin  he  comes  up 
for  judgment  »  said  the  old  man  fervently,  as  he  clasped 
and  raised  his  toil-stained  hands  to  heaven.  "Ah, 
C»od  above,  smd  some  punishment  on  earth  to  this 
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cruel  man  before  Ye  sind  him  to  hell.  Punish  him  for 
that  bloody  day  at  Parramatta ;  smite  him  wid  some 
tirrible  afflictin*  disase ;  let  his  childhren's  childhren 
hate  and  despise  his  mimory;  let  the  tares  an'  the 
groans  and  the  could  sweat  av  those  he  has  persecuted 
an'  murthered " 

"  Stop,  old  man,"  cried  the  ex-soldier,  with  a  shudder  ; 
"  don't  say  any  more,  for  God's  sake.     You'll  put  me 
off  eatin'  breakfast,  and  I'm  sharp  set,  I  can  tell  you 
after  a  thirty-mile  ride." 

The  old  man's  excitement  vanished  at  once. 

"  Sure  an'  I  was  forgettin'  ye.  Come  along  wid  me 
to  the  house." 

Just  as  Mrs.  Lathom  entered  the  dining-room  her 
husband  strode  up  on  to  the  verandah,  with  Russ  at 
his  heels. 

"  Ha,  here  you  are,  Ida.  Look  at  this  ;  "  and  he 
laid  Dr.  Haldane's  note  on  the  table  before  her.  She 
read  it. 

"  Dear  Lathom,— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  you  will  have 
to  entertain  two  guests  instead  of  one.  Marsbin  came 
here  this  evening  and  coolly  informed  me  that  having 
heard  I  was  paying  you  a  visit  he  had  decided  to  come 
with  me,  *  as  it  would  be  pleasant  for  us  to  travel  in  com- 
pany.'   Hang  the  fellow.— Yours,  George  Haldane." 

Mrs.  Lathom  shrugged  her  shoulders.  "  Very  annoy- 
ing, Fred.     I  trust  he  will  not  stay  long." 

"  So  do  I,  Ida.  But  I  fear  he  will  contrive  to  spend 
two  or  three  days  here,  make  as  much  mischief  as  he 
can  in  the  settlement  by  his  usual  ill-timed  interfer- 
ences, and  then  say  something  ill-natured  about  me  to 
the  Governor." 
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"  Never  mind,  dear.  We  must  try  and  be  as  gracious 
as  we  can  to  him,"  said  Mrs.  Lathom,  who  knew  that 
the  reverend  gentleman  stood  high  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Home  Office,  and  therefore  might  be  of  use  to 
her  in  some  way  or  another  if  she  wanted  his  influence  ; 
"  and,  after  all,  I  am  told  that  he  can  be  very  com- 
panionable and  unbend  himself  in  a  remarkable  manner 
after  dinner— to  gentlemen." 

"I  don't  like  the  man,  Ida.  In  fact  I  detest  him. 
He  is  a  bigot ;  and  has  used  his  powers  as  a  magistrate 
in  a  manner  that  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned. 
He  is  more  hated  than  any  man  I  know  of  in  the  colony. 
The  Governor,  I  may  tell  you— in  confidence,  Ida 
—does  not  like  him,  and  has  told  me  so.  But  the 
fellow  has  great  influence  at  Home ;  and  there  is  this 
to  his  credit— he  really  believes  in  what  he  preaches, 
and  no  one  can  accuse  him  of  being  a  hypocrite." 

"  Then  why  do  you  object  to  him  so  much,  Fred  ? 
If  he  is  no  hypocrite,  and  .  .  .  and  has  so  much 
influence  with  those  at  Home,  surely  he  is  a  man  whom 
it  is  worth  your  while  to  cultivate,  and  make  a  friend 
of,  and  surely  in  this  horrible  country  we  need  friends, 
and " 

Lathom  placed  his  hand  tenderly  on  his  wife's 
shoulder. 

*'  Ida,  dear,  you  can  hardly  realise  how  very  distasteful 
it  is  to  me  to  be  compelled  by  the  exigencies  of  duty  to 
receive  this  man  as  my  guest.  I  said  that  he  was 
a  bigot.  I  should  have  added,  a  cruel  and  merciless 
one.  The  severity  of  the  sentences  he  has  helped 
to  inflict  upon  unfortunate  prisoners  for  the  slightest 
misdemeanours  are  enough  to  sicken  one  not  entirely 
devoid  of  humane  feelings.      I  have  often  wondered, 
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Ida,  if  he  ever  thinks  of  those  sacred  words,  '  Blessed 
are  the  merciful ;  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy  * !  Oh, 
'tis  heartbreaking,  saddening,  deplorable  beyond  words 
that  such  things  can  be !  A  man  who  is  supposed  to 
teach  the  gospel  of  our  Saviour " 

Mrs.  Lathom  shivered.  "  How  strangely  you  talk, 
Fred.  No  one  would  think  you  were  a  soldier  to  hear 
you  speak.  And  we  must  be  civil  and  nice  to  Mr. 
Marsbin.  He  has  great  influence — and — and  the  con- 
victs are  dreadful  characters." 

"Ah,  Ida,  you  do  not  know  how  I  pity  them, 
especially  the  worst,  the  most  vicious,  the  most 
degraded.  The  Governor,  thank  God,  is  a  humane 
man,  and  though  he  may  err  at  times  by  being  over- 
lenient,  'tis  a  noble  fault.  Would  that  there  were 
more  men  like  him  in  the  colony." 

"Mrs.  Feilding  says  that  Mr.  Feilding  thinks  the 
Governor  is  making  a  great  mistake  in  pampering 
and  pardoning  some  of  the  convicts." 

Lathom  made  a  gesture  of  contempt.  "  Feilding  is 
like  nearly  all  the  civilian  officials,  my  dear.  He  thinks 
that  the  convict  system  was  created  for  the  benefit  of 
creatures  like  himself  to  fatten  upon.  God  knows  that 
some  of  the  military  men  here  are  bad  enough,  but  the 
civilian  are  worse.  Feilding  himself,  in  England,  was 
only  a  vulgar  little  clerk  to  a  pettifogging  Old  Bailey 
lawyer,  and  by  some  mischance  was  given  an  appoint- 
ment here.  As  for  Mrs.  Feilding,  she  is  but  a  shallow- 
brained  chattering  idiot,  with  no  thought  beyond  dress,  and 
an  intense  desire  to  hang  on  to  the  Governor's  coat-tails." 

Then  the  irate  commandant  of  Waringa  strode  out  to 
attend  to  some  of  the  many  duties  which  always  demand- 
ed his  attention,  and  of  which  he  was  never  neglectful. 
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and  followed  by  the  latte,'.  ,"«'""'"  "<!">«  "breast, 
of  whom  led  .yctote  tITk  """'  T""-  "^ 
•tep.  and  bade  th'm  wefc;m  7.""  '^'"  "  ""e 
were  ..„t  off  to^'I^  °" V"**  ""  '"»  """*»» 
would  have  an^lf  ;p^7'u  "  '"""S,  "•■'"  ""^ 
and  talk  about  their  re^^ve  L.ter.  ""'"^  "^'^ 

v.ome  in,  gentlemen,  come  in  "  «ai^  ♦!,. 
a.  he  .h«,k  hand,  w^th  W,   *  ;;/,    "^^Z"!"!"*' 
beg"  of  you  to  come  to  her  Lf  K  /  •  '  ^*'""" 

"Indeed,  Lathom,  it  is  most  thoughtful  of  h.r .  * 
unlike  our  reverend  friend  here    T  !  '  ^**'» 

my  carnal  longings  wheH  know  Ih'tZ^^^^^^^^  T"" 
M  near:"  and  HM.r.  " '""""J"""  refreshment 
flowing  ;hi,ker«Jm!iT'  %tT'  ''"'"'-.houldered. 
«.d  la*ugh^tte?o„X  ''''  ■"  °°  *'  """""' 

«id^h:crrS^;„t  iro'^t  'r  ""•«  "-«'«»-." 

he  walked  .^,",^11^::^^^^  "'"'•  " 
no,  presume  to  question  tiTcree  of  « '^n'""'* 
Providence.    Hum,   ha  !  »  all-wise 
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Mm.  Lathom  c«me  forward  with  outstretched  hand. 

Thu  IS  mdeed  an  unexpected  pleasure,  Mr.  Marsbin. 
I  was  w  charmed  when  my  husband  told  me  that  we 
should  have  the  honour  of  your  company." 

The  clergyman  bowed  over  the  white  hand  and 
murmured  something  inaudible,  though  it  ended  with 
his  usual  half^oughed  "Hum,  ha!"  with  which  he 
nvanably  closed  even  the  shortest  remark ;  thep  the 
«  captam's  lady  "  greeted  Haldane  (whom  she  sincerely 
hated    and  who  knew  it),  and  then  indicated,  with  a 

th"  tbir   '  *^'"'  """"^  '"'^  "''"''  ^*"*"'"»  °° 

Marsbin  and  the  doctor  untU  luncheon ;    I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  presently  you  will  all  have  much  to  say 
to  each  other.      To  you,  Mr.  Marsbin,  who  have  so 
lately  been  m  Sydney,  I  look  to  tell  me  aU  the  latest 
news.    Captain  Lathom  never  thinks  of  me  in  that 
respect.    He  brings  me  the   Sydney  Gautu  with  an 
air  of  tnumph,  and  thinks  he  has  achieved  marvels 
when,  as  you  know,  that  horrid  paper  contains  no  newi 
that  IS  not  from  four  to  six  months  old,  and  I  reallv 
dread  to  open  it,  for  one-half  of  it  is  occupied  with 
shippmg  matters,  and  the  other  half  with  notices  of 
absconded  prisoners,  and  of  official  reports." 

"  The  mournful  exigencies  of  the  condition  of  this 
colony-largely  populated  by  a  criminal  and  godless 
community  of  persons  of  innate  depravity  of  mind, 
necessitate,  my  dear  lady,  a  dignified  austerity  of  tone 
in  the  newspaper  press  of  the  rolony,  an  austerity  that 
later  on  when  a  better  condition  of  life  prevails,  may 
-and  /  personally  shaU  not  be  averse  to  such  a  dt- 
parture-give  place  to  the  lighter  and  less  momentous 
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.  ^mfonaM'"  i"".  ''"5^""  ""''  ''""'y  """k  into 
IM^  '."""'•  '"■*  '»«<lo«d  hi.  dull,  h«»y- 

lidded  .y„,  and  crowed  hi.  thick,  white,  yet  .hlpdy 

Mr..  Lathom  .mJed  .weetly  ,.  Haldane  opened  the 
door  for  her  and  then  Lathom  .how«l  the  der^an  ,o 

.gam !     and  ,n  h.,  quiet,  undemon.trative  manner  he 
placed   h.,   sun-browned   hand   on   hi.   friend",   arm 
tome.  let  us  have  another  glara  of  wine  together  before 
you  go  to  your  room."  * 

«™«.      I  drank  claret  ju.t  now  for  the  proprietie.  only 

S^nS;:  ''"i!'  ■^''"'''"'''■"'y  N«"  HoUand  knight  of  u" 
Mancha  who  ..  for  ever  tUting  at  the  impre^aWe  fa.t- 
ne.^  of  official  stupidity.  No,  no  wine,  my  b^y  but  a 
good,  ,t,ff  half-tumbler  of  good  honc't  ll^^ 
good  honest  water.  I  want  it-after  liwening  to  the 
exordium  of  our  clerical  friend."  * 

Lathom  laughed-and  his  laugh  wa.  alway,  pleasant 
Y„?T  .   .'""""u  ^°"  '^"^  ^'«''  »»<>  I'"  join  you 

manner^r  "  «>n,ethmg  so  repellent  about  even  hi, 
manner  of  speakmg  that  every  time  he  open,  hi,  mouth 

n„.  .  u"°  •.  '"^  *^'  ''~""'  »»  ^'  P°n'«d  him,elf 
out  «,me  brandy.  "  I  would  not  like  tVstand  in  h  , 
shoes,  Fred.    One  of  these  day,  a  buUet  will  be  coming 
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out  of  the  buih  and  take  him  in  the  back,  and  Momt 
poor  wretch— half  a  doten  perhaps— will  dance  in  the 
air  for  it.  Well,  your  good  health,  Fred.  How  are 
matters  progressing  at  Waringa  f  " 

"  Fairly  well.  His  Excellency  said  some  very  com- 
plimentary things  to  me  in  his  last  letter,  and  hinted  at 
the  possibility  of  his  paying  a  visit  here  after  the  worst 
of  the  summer  is  over.  By  the  way,  my  wife  is  shortly 
returning  to  Sydney  for  a  few  months.  She  has  latterly 
had  several  fainting  fits,  and  I  am  feeling  somewhat 
anxious." 

Weather  has  been  very  trying  lately,"  said  the 
doctor,  trying  to  speak  with  sympathy,  but  not  succeed- 
ing too  well  in  the  effort ;  «  no  doubt  she  will  find  that 
the  ses  air  will  do  her  good.    Do  you  accompany  her  ?  " 

Lathom  shook  his  head.  "  No,  I  cannot,  unfortu- 
nately ;  I  should  not  like  to  apply  for  leave  just  now. 
However,  she  is  taking  Helen  with  her,  and  they  can  go 
down  to  Port  Hunter  very  comfortably  in  the  boat,  and 
from  there  by  sea  to  Sydney." 

Haldane  nodded.  "  You'll  feel  lonely.  Better  invite 
me  to  come  and  stay  a  few  weeks  with  you.  I  want  to 
murder  some  of  those  ducks  in  the  creek." 

Lathom's  face  lit  up  with  pleasure.  "  I  shall  be 
delighted.  'Tis  just  like  you  to  suggest  what  I  fear  will 
be  an  inconvenience  to  you.  And  yet  I  quite  intended 
to  ask  you  to  come." 

"Then  it's  settled.  I'll  come  next  week,  and  kill 
every  duck  within  ten  miles." 

During  luncheon  Mr.  Marsbin  told  Mrs.  Lathom  all 
the  latest  news-the  arrival  of  a  fleet  of  transports  under 
the  convoy  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Marlborough ;  the 
dmner  given  by  the  Governor  to  the  captain  and  officers  ; 
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the  advent  of  two  frcah  «  Methody  »  parsons,  and  two 
^^  Papist  "  priests  ;  the  political  troubles  in  Ireland  and 
"at  home  "  ;  the  condition  of  the  penal  colony  in  Van 
Dieman's  Land ;  the  intrusion  of  American  whaling 
and  sealing  ships  into  southern  seas,  and  their  alleged 
frequent  interferences  and  collisions  with  the  crews  of 
coloni..!  vessels  ;  and,  lastly,  the  spread  of  bushranging 
not  cny  in  Van  Dieman's  Land,  but  in  New  South 
Wales. 

"  Tis  indeed  a  sad  state  of  aflFairs,  dear  madam,"  he 
said,  after  describing  an  attack  made  by  a  band  of 
escaped  prisoners  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Feilding   only 
fifty  miles  from  Sydney.     "  Mistaken  leniency  has  now 
grown  into  such  direct  maladministration  of  justice  that 
there  wfil  be,  I  fear,  such  an  accession  to  the  numbers 
of  these  desperately  evil  men  before  long,  that  human 
life  wil.   be  rendered  unsafe  even  in  the  more  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  colony.    The  troops  at  the  dis- 
posal   of   the    Governor    are    few— so    few   that    His 
Excellency  does  not,  I  imagine,  realise  that  a  combina- 
tion of  these  villains  may  one  day  result  in  a  terrible 
massacre  of  the  good,  the  law-abiding,  and  even  the 
repentant.    Hum,  ha." 

«  "i^/^''  "°^  *^^'  ^  ^"*®^'"  «^^^  Lathom  quietly  ; 
individual  cases  of  pillage,  ending  in  murder,  by  some 
case-hardened  ruffian,  are  indeed  common  enough,  but 
the  community  at  large  need  have  no  fear  of  these 
wandering  bands  of  escaped  convicts  constituting  a 
scnous  menace  to  their  lives  by  making  anything  beyond 
a  half-hearted  raid  upon  some  isolated  estate  such  as 
that  of  Mr.  Feilding.  Their  main  object  is  to  obtain 
food,  of  which  they  are  always  in  want.  Were  any  of 
Mr.  Feilding's  people  maltreated  ?  " 
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"  No  blood  was  shed,"  replied  uie  clergymi  n  in  his 
deep,  rasping  voice,  "  but  the  vill  ini  seized  i  'id  bound 
all  the  servants,  plundered  the  stor;-;ooni  of  provisions 
and  spirits,  and  openly  told  Mrs.  Feilding  that  had  they 
found  her  husband  at  home  they  would  have  cut  off  his 
ears  and  given  him  a  flogging !  Little  did  they  dream 
that  Mr.  FefJding  himself  was  concealed  above  the  ceil- 
ing of  the  very  room  in  which  they  sat  carousinc ' 
Hum,  ha  !  "  *  * 

Lathom  uttered  an  angry  exclamation  of  contempt. 
"  Do  you  mean  to  say,  sir,  that  Mr.  Feilding  played 
the  coward,  and  left  his  wife  to  face  a  ganj,  of  escaped 
convicts  ?  Tis  monstrous.  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
him.  'Twould  have  served  him  but  rightly  had  they 
carried  out  their  threat." 

"  I  fear,  Fred,  that  you  are  rather  too  hasty  in  assert- 
ing your  opinion,"  said  Mrs.  Lathom  coldly.  "  What 
could  one  man  do  against  seven  ?  " 

"Nothing,  perhaps.  Much,  most  probably.  But 
then  one  must  not  expect  too  much  from  a  creature  of 
Feilding*s  calibre  in  time  of  danger.  How  such  a  con- 
temptible person  was  given  a  responsible  position  passes 
my  comprehension.  He  is  utterly  unfitted  for  it— not 
one  single  qualification  does  he  possess." 

The  clergyman's  fat  face  darkened,  and  something 
like  a  scowl  gathered  on  his  coarse  fleshy  forehead. 
Haldane  leant  his  elbow  on  the  table,  and  gave  his  host 
an  encouraging  nod  of  interest  and  sympathy  to  proceed, 
^r  he  knew  that  "  flogging  Feilding  "  had  received  his 
appointment  as  a  magistrate  of  the  territory  through 
Marsbla's  influence  alone,  and  he  was  inwardly  smiling 
with  delight  at  the  clergyman's  discomfiture. 
"  Go  on,  Fred,"  he  said.    "  I,  as  you  know,  am  deeply 
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interested  in  this  subject,  not  only  as  a  fellow-maristrate 
with  you,  reverend  sir  "-and  he  bowed  to  Mr.  Marsbin- 
but  for  other  reasons.  By  heavens,  madam-sir,  I 
beg  your  pardon  "-and  again  he  bowed  solemnly  to  the 
clergyman-"  but  'tis  a  shocking  thing  to  hear  that  one 
of  His  Majesty's  magistrates  played  the  cur  in  the 
presence  of  his  own  wife.  Egad,  did  our  outspoken  king 
know  of  such  disgraceful  conduct,  he  would  make  short 
work " 

"  Sir,  we  should  thank  you  to  allow  Captain  Lathom 
to  contmue,"  said  Marsbin,  turning  down  his  lips.     «  But 
I  presume  that  his  Majesty  would  feel  astonished  and 
grieved  to  learn  that  in  this  young  country  there  is 
growing  up  an  indifference-nay,  callousness-to  the 
pnnciples  of  law,  order,  and  religion,  that  can  only  end 
in  rebellion  and  disaster.    Hum,  ha !    Pray  proceed, 
taptam  Lathom,  with  your  indictment  of  Mr.  Feilding  » 
Mrs.  Lathom  rose.     "Now  you  are  going  into  aU 
sorts  of  things  of  which  a  poor  little  woman  can  have 
but  scanty  knowledge,  so  I  shall  leave  you.    But  I  shall 
be  bold  enough  to  say  that  I  feel  convinced  that-that 
the  dangerous  condition  of  affairs  to  which  Mr.  Marsbin 
alludes  so  guardedly  may  be  very  imminent  unless  we 
have  a  governor  sent  to  us  who-who  will  protect  the 
superior  classes  from  the  encroachment  of  emancipated 
convicts."  *^ 

door.  'Tis  the  first  time  I  have  heard  you  speak  so 
strongly;  "and  he  placed  his  honest  hand  caressingly 
on  her  shoulder  as  she  went  out. 

"  Mrs.  Lathom's  sentiments  do  her  the  greatest 
honour,  sir  and  I  congratulate  you  on  the  possession 
of  so  gifted  a  wife.    'Tis  eminently  pleasinV  to  me 
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sir,  tc  meet  such  a  lady  as  Mrs.  Lathom ; »  and  then 
aU  his  fighting  blood  up,  he  looked  Lathom  squarely  iil 
the  face.  ' 

"  Now,  sir,  let  us  talk.  Put  aside  the  fact  of  my 
sacred  office.  Put  aside  the  fact— which  I  shall  now 
avow— that  the  Home  Government,  on  my  recommenda- 
tion alone,  appointed  Mr.  Feilding  to  the  position  he 
now  occupies,  and  tell  me,  sir,  why  you  object  to  this 
worthy  gentleman  ?     Hum,  ha  !  » 

Lathom  motioned  to  his  soldier  servant,  who  (with 
Helen)  had  been  waiting,  and  had  discreetly  retired  out 
of  hearing,  to  bring  the  spirit-stand. 

«  Thank  you,  Walsh.  That  will  do ;  you  need  not 
wait.  Helen,  please  see  to  Mrs.  Lathom.  No  doubt 
she  will  like  some  tea  ;  "  and  eager  and  half-angry  as  he 
was  to  come  to  battle  with  the  clergyman,  he  spoke  as 
was  his  invariable  custom,  with  a  simple  courtesy  that 
again  made  Mr.  Marsbin  turn  down  his  lips  and  then 
raise  his  heavy  fat-lidded  eyes  as  if  appealing  to  Heaven 
to  note  that  he,  at  least,  did  not  approve  of  an  officer  in 
the  King's  service  speaking  in  such  an  unduly  con- 
descending manner  to  a  female  convict.  But  Lathom 
was  ready  for  him. 

"  Now,  Mr.  Marsbin,  we  three  can  talk  freely.  You 
have  asked  me  why  I  object  to  Mr.  FeUding  as  a  magis- 
trate.  In  the  first  place,  his  legal  attainments  are  of 
the  most  rudimentary  character,  and  that  disqualifica- 
tion, added  to  an  infirmity  of  temper,  have  made  his 
decisions  notorious  throughout  the  colony;  in  the 
second,  he  is  not  a  gentleman,  either  by  birth,  educa- 
tion, or  instinct,  and  never  having  tried  to  act  as  one, 
cannot  therefore  inspire  respect  either  in  his  brother 
magistrates  or  in  the  minds  of  the  public  generally  • 
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in  rhe  third,  his  intemperate  habits,  his  coarse  language, 
and  even  his  personal  appearance,  render  him  an  object 
of  derision  and  contempt." 

The   clergyman    was   silent.     Haldane   watched   his 
fac-  keenly.    Then  Lathom  resumed— 

"  I  think,  sir,  that  you,  as  a  clergyman,  will  most 
heartily  agree  with  me  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
tor  the  maintenance  of  public  decorum  and  morality, 
and  for  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  this  colony, 
that  the  private  lives  of  the  civilian  officials-men  who 
bear  most  weighty  responsibilities  on  their  shoulders- 
should  be  above  suspicion." 
"  Certainly,  sir.     I  approve  of  your  sentiments." 
Unfortunately,  the  very  reverse  obtains  in  too  many 
cases,  with  the  not  unnatural  result  that  many  thousands 
of  men  and  women  who  have  been  sent  here  for  crimes 
agamst  society,  instead  of  being  helped  to  redeem  them- 
selves by  a  proper  example  being  set  them  by  those  in 
authority,  sink  deeper  and  deeper  into  vice.    Then  the 
fearful  punishments  which  foUow,  instead  of  being  a 
deterrent,  act  in  exactly  the  reverse  manner  by  rendering 
them  mdiflFerent  and  caUous.    Is  \t  any  wonder,  then^ 
that  we  hear  of  these  attacks  on  isolated  settlers,  these 
burnings  and  pillages  ?      Ah,  sir,  in  my  opinion  our 
Convict  System  is  entirely  wrong.     It  punishes  with 
terrible  severity.     It  does  little  to  redeem,   little  to 
elevate.    I  smcerely  trust  that  its  existence  will  soon  be 
brought  to  an  end,  for  the  manner  in  which  it  is  admin- 
istered IS  a  disgrace  and  a  blot  upon  the  fame  of  the 
British  nation,  and  cannot  longer  be  tolerated  by  the 
free  settlers  of  this  colony." 

He   paused,    and    then,    with    flushed    cheeks    and 
->nghicning  eyes,  went  on— 
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"This  attack  on  FeUding's  house,  now.  We  all 
know  that  Fcilding  has  a  number  of  well-armed  servants, 
who  are  quite  able  to  protect  him.  That  they  did 
not  do  so  gives  me  no  surprise ;  no  doubt  they  were 
in  collusion  with  the  escaped  convicts.  And  yet 
only  five  miles  from  Mr.  Feilding's  house  is  Major 
Waller's  farm,  inhabited  by  but  four  persons—the 
major,  his  wife,  and  his  two  daughters.  Waller  him- 
self is,  as  you  know,  a  rheumatic  cripple,  and  unable 
even  to  hold  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  Yet  his  house  con- 
tains much  more  than  that  of  Feilding  to  tempt  any 
lawlessly-inclined  person.  How  is  it  that  he  has  never 
yet  been  attacked  ?  For  seven  years  he  has  lived  in 
the  most  absolute  security." 

"  It  has  long  been  known  to  me,  sir,"  said  Marsbin 
severely,  "  that  Major  Waller  has  on  several  occasions 
shown  a  misplaced  sympathy  with  the  criminal  classes." 

"  Misplaced  !  No,  sir,  not  misplaced,  but  a  human, 
an  honourable  sympathy— a  sympathy  that  does  him 
the  greatest  credit.  As  a  disciplinarian  he  was  the 
terror  of  his  regiment ;  as  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian 
he  gained  the  respect  and,  I  firmly  believe  in  some 
cases,  the  love  and  gratitude  of  certain  convicts  who 
were  rapidly  being  turned  into  wild  beasts  by  the 
floggings  given  them  until  they  came  under  his  control." 

Then  seeing  that  Mr.  Marsbin's  face  was  flushing 
purple  with  anger,  he  ceased,  and  at  once  became  the 
courteous  host,  with  but  the  one  thought  of  entertaining 
his  guest. 

"  Now,  Mr.  Marsbin,  will  you  give  me  the  pleasure  of 
showing  you  over  the  new  maize  mill  we  have  just 
erected  on  the  banks  of  the  creek  ?  Twill  prove,  I 
trust,  a  great  boon  to  the  settlers  hereabout." 
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"Any  entcrprine  that  conduces  to  the  improvement 
Of  the  country  has  my  approval  and  interest,  sir,"  said 
the  clergyman  pompously,  as  he  rose.  « I  wiU  accom- 
pany you  with  pleasure.    Hum,  ah ! » 


,! 


CHAPTER   V 

TvLKT  evening  at  dinner  Lieutenant  Willet,  the  second 
in  command  to  Lathom,  was  present,  having  sufficiently 
recovered  to  accept  Mrs.  Lathom's  invitation  to  meet 
Mr.  Marsbin  and  Dr.  Haldane.      He  was  a  good-looking, 
but  slow  moving,   dull-witted  young  man,  and  had,* 
80  his  superior  officer  one  day  had  told  the  doctor 
but  two  motives  for  existing  at  all-sleeping  and  eatmg! 
Mrs.  Lathom,  who,  when  she  first  came  to  Waringa  to 
join  her  husband,  had  endeavoured  to  draw  him  into  a 
flirtation   in   order   to   whUe   away   the   time   durirg 
Lathom's  frequent  absences,  had  so  signally  failed— 
purely  from  want  of  perception  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Willet— that  she  had  abandoned  the  attempt  in  disgust 
after  a  few  weeks.    For  although  Lieutenant  Willet 
was  always  pleased  to  accept  an  invitation  from  the 
captain's  beautiful  wife  (or  any  one  else)  to  lunch  or 
dinner,  he  invariably  went  to  sleep  as  soon  as  he  had 
satisfied  his  appetite,  which  was  always  very  robust, 
even  when  he  declared  he  felt  ill  and  was  barely  able  to 
attend  to  his  military  duties. 

In  addition  to  Mrs.  Lathom,  there  was  another  lady- 
Mrs.  McNab,  a  round-faced,  merry-hearted  little  Scots- 
woman, who,  with  her  husband.  Captain  McNab,  lived 
six  or  seven  miles  down  the  river  from  Waringa.  He 
was  a  retired  naval  officer,  who,  after  a  long  and  honour- 
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able  career  in  the  Service-the  latter  years  of  which 
were  spent  m  Australian  waters-had  received  a  larsc 
gant  of  land  from  the  Crr  vn  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wannga  where  he  was  rapidly  becoming  a  man  of  flocks 
ana  nerds. 

Lathom  had  a  sincere  regard  for  McNab  and  his  wife 
-whom  the  exHraptain  had  married  late  in  life,  and  who 
was  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  colonial  offidals-and 
knew  that  they  would  be  glad  to  meet  Haldane,  for 
"he'iw       "^^        "*  ^''^""^  *""'  "*  fellowH:ountryman  of 

"  Why,  how  is  this,  Mrs.  McNab  ? »  he  said  to  her 
when  she  rode  up  alone.    "  Where  is  McNab  ?  » 

"  He  is  so  sorry.  Captain  Lathom,  but  he  cannot 
come.  He  is  expecting  a  visitor  from  Sydney  this 
evenmg  or  to-morrow  morning,  and  begs  you  and  Mrs. 
•Lathom  to  excuse  him." 

Hol^^  "^mJv^""  ^^^^  *=°°»*^'  «°  w«'»  forgive  him. 
Haldane  wJl  be  sorry,  and  so  will  my  wife,  as  she  is 
going  to  Sydney  for  a  few  months,  as  she  told  you  in  her 

"And  indeed  Hector  wished  very  much  to  come. 
But  this  visitor-a  Mr.  Lugard-appears  to  be  a  friend 
of  the  Governor,  who  has  written  to  Hector  and  asked 
him  to  do  all  he  can  to  help  him  with  regard  to  some 
mquines  he  is  making  concerning  some  missing  person 
or  persons-prisoners,  I  imagine,  from  what  Hector  said. 
And  then  he-the  coming  visitor,  I  mean-has  also  been 
recommended  to  Hector  by  the  Commissary-General. 
8o  you  see  it  would  not  do  for  my  husband  to  be  away 
faom  home  when  he  arrives.    Hector  is  like  you.  Captain 
Lathom,  m  his  admiration  for  the  Governor,  and  is 
always  glad  to  be  able  to  oblige  him  in  any  way." 
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"  Yes,  indeed ;  I  know  that.  Has  your  visitor  just 
arrived  from  England  ?  " 

"  Oh,  no,  from  Batavia.  He  came  to  Sydney  in  the 
Dutch  vessel—the  Leeuwarden—yhich.  arrived  there  a 
few  weeks  ago.  From  what  Hector  said  to  me  he 
seems  to  be  a  person  of  means,  who  has  come  to  the 
colony  solely  for  the  purpose  I  mentioned." 

"Well,  I  am  sure  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  him  at 
Waringa  if  he  makes  any  stay  with  you,"  said  Lathom 
politely,  but  truthfully ;  for  he  was  always  glad  to  see 
and  entertain  any  stranger. 

Dinner  was  to  be  served  at  six  o'clock.    An  hour 
before  that  time,  Helen  was  in  the  garden  picking  some 
of  the  few  remaining  flowers  to  adorn  the  dinner  table, 
at  which  she  was  to  wait— a  duty  she  especially  detested 
when  visitors  were  present,  but  which  she  never  tried 
to  avoid— when  old  Tim  limped  up  towards  her,  carry- 
mg  in  his  hand  a  bunch  of  wild  convolvulus  flowers. 
"  Thank  you,  Tim,"  she  said  gratefully,  "  that  is  just 
the  very  thing  I  wanted,  but  I  had  not  the  time  to  go 
down  to  the  creek  for  some,  and  the  table  would  not 
look  at  all  nice  with  only  these  few  poor  flowers  from 
the  garden." 

"  Yis,  yis,  dear,"  he  said  in  low  tones ;  "  but  'twas 
not  to  bring  ye  the  flowers  I  came." 

He  looked  round  carefully  to  see  that  no  one  was 
near  them,  and  then  quickly  slipped  a  small,  tightly 
rolled-up  piece  of  paper  into  her  hand. 

"  Tis  a  letther  for  ye,  dear.  Hide  it  away,  darlin', 
hide  It  away,  till  ye  can  rade  it  alone." 

She  sUpped  it  into  the  bosom  of  her  dress,  and  as  she 
proceeded  to  arrange  the  wild  flowers  which  the  old  man 
had  brought,  her  hands  trembled. 
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f11  m  '  t'7'        \^  ^"^^y  J""  y«-    You  must 

about  the  border,  and  I  shall  sit  down  here,  near  yow 
Quick,  Tim,  do  be  quick.  Mrs.  Lathom  may  come  here 
at  any  moment.    Who  gave  you  the  letter  ?  " 

Tim  took  up  the  garden  fork  and  proceeded  to  turn 
up  the  soil  ma  leisurely  manner,  as  Helen  sat  down  on 
the  border  and  again  re-sorted  her  flowers 

" 'Twas  wan  av  the  boat's  crew,  darlin' ;  ye  know  the 
man,  sure-Martm  Roche,  the  lifer.*    Twas  given  to 

Sydney.     Says  Roche  to  me  the  mornin',  « I've  a  bit  av 

wid  that  he  slips  It  mto  me  hand  and  tould  me  'twas 
given  to  hrni  m  Newcastle.    An'  it's  wishin'  ye  lashin's  ' 
av  good  news  in  it,  I  am." 

"  Thank  you   Tim,  I  hope  it  does.     You  are  a  true 

friend  to  me,  Tim.     Some  day,  perhaps,  I  may  be  able 

to  help  you  as  you  are  now  helping  me,"  said  Helen. 

Now  go  away,  please     Here  is  Mrs.  Lathom  coming." 

Old  Tim  s  withered  face  screwed  up  into  an  expression 

of  augry  contempt.    "Aye,  darlin',  I  see  her,  an'  the 

dirthy,  ugly  ould  man  '  who  stumps  about  wid  his  lame 

fut  will  get  away  fast  enough.    Sorra  the  day  that  a 

Hke  W'^  "^^^'"  °'^™'^  ^  could-hearted  divil 

He  limped  away  as  Mrs.  Lathom  came  up. 

Are  those  all  the  flowers  you  have,  Helen  ?  " 
"  Yes,  madam." 

S^f*   ^^T  ""'^'^  '^""^  *^°-     B"^  I  think  you 
might  have  had  more,  considering  the  time  you  fritter 

^^-Uter,;'meMt.m.n«m«oed  topenalwrrimde"  for  the  i««  of  hi. 
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away  over  the  garden.  Bring  them  in  at  once,  then 
change  your  dress,  and  do  try  to  appear  with  a  less 
flushed  face  at  dinner  time.  If  there  is  anything  that 
annoys  me  it  is  to  see  you  with  a  flushed  face.  I  want 
my  servants  to  look  as  cool  as  possible,  and  I  really 
wanted  you  to  look  nice  this  evening,  as  Mr.  Marsbin  is 
here.    But  you  never  consider  my  wishes." 

Helen  made  no  answer  as  she  took  up  the  flowers  and 
followed  her  mistress  to  the  house.  At  any  other  time 
Mrs.  Lathom's  contemptuously  patronising  manner  of 
spcakmg  to  her  v  ,ld  have  filled  her  with  a  dulled 
resentment,  but  no  le  was  too  excited  to  think  of 
aught  else  than  the  lit  le  roll  of  paper  in  the  bosom  of 
her  dress. 

As  soon  as  she  entered  the  house  she  went  to  her 
room,  and  hurriedly  tearing  of!  the  soiled  outer  covering 
of  coarse  paper  with  which  the  envelope  containing  the 
letter  was  enwrapped,  she  looked  for  the  address  on  the 
envelope  itself,  but  found  it  was  blank.  Breaking  the 
wafer  seal,  she  took  out  a  small  sheet  of  paper,  on  which 
was  written— 


"A  friend,  who  brings  good  news,  is  coming.  Wait 
patiently ;  for  liberty  is  near  for  father  and  for  child  - 
Annalonc." 

TTie  giri  pressed  the  paper  to  her  lips,  and  then  fell 
on  her  knees  and  breathed  a  silent  prayer.  Who  was 
the  writer  of  the  few  words  she  could  not  conjecture, 
but  they  filled  her  with  joyful  hopes,  and  as  she  donned 
another  dress  in  lieu  of  that  wliich  she  had  been  wearing 
her  vems  tingled  with  excitement  and  expectation  For 
Annalong  had  once  been  her  home  in  far-off  Ireland 
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Md  there  .he  had  been  born,  .nd  no  one  in  M  A».„.IU 

hand.  h,d  ..en  him.  Ah.  her  dear  father!  th^T 
longed  to  throw  he,  arm.  around  hi.  neck  Ind  wZ  o« 
*"  "'T  "I!  ••»  •»•»■».  "d  teU  him  C^Z 

nnutterable,  „  that  even  if  it  were  but  to  .ee  e"d^ 
other  once  more  in  thi.  life,  they  might  die  to«d^ 
Ha.tJy  bru.hing  her  hair.  a.  Mr..  Lathom  XZ 
Ml  an  rapatient  ring,  rf,e  walked  along  the  verwdlh  ,o 

■n  «rry,ng  ,n  the  dinner.  Haldane,  who  alway.  .,v,ke 
fandly  to  her.  gave  her  a  cheerful  nod  a.  Z^'S^ 
jJace  at  the  table.  «  al«>  did  Mr..  McNab,  wM«  ev« 

2^J  fre.h  new.  from  ^^  ^^^J^:^, 
McNa  ;  j  ad  letter,  yeiterday." 

papefi!-ftu  of T'^^*""?'?  ''°«'"'  ««P«  *«  'he 
paper  1.  full  of  the  domg,  of  the  bujiranger,  Hewitt " 

•Ha     that    vaiain!"    exclaimed    the*^cler^*„. 

^And  pray,  madam,  of  what  fre.h  crime  ha.  1^ 

•'  Something  ve^r  daring  thi.  time.    Indeed  it  read. 

much  ,r''  k"  °'  ""'''  ^"''  »■"»  «h'  "-ore  «,  i^a^ 
much  that  there  wa,  a  young-and  of  course  beauttfu 
w.  mu,t  .uppo«-lady  who  figure,  in  it."  ' 

And  I  am  told  that  Hewitt  i,  a  remarkably  hand- 
^^t  young  Ir„hman,"  «id  Lathom.  with  a  l«gh 
Pray  go  on,  Mrs.  McNab."  * 

of  the  mditary  have  been  Kouring  the  bu.h  in  the 
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vicinity  of  Port  Macquarie  for  some  weeks  past  in  the 
hope  of  catching  Hewitt,  who,  as  you  know,  succeeded 
in  escaping  from  Port  Arthur  in  Van  Dieman's  Land, 
nearly  two  years  ago.    Why  he  came  to  this  colony  is 
a  mystery,  as  he  could  very  easily  have  got  away  to 
America  in  the  sealing  vessel  which  took  him  away 
from  Van  Dieman's  Land.    But  the  sealing  ship  put 
mto  Sydney,  and  Hewitt  went  ashore  there,  although  he 
must  have  known  there  was  a  hue  and  cry,  as  there 
always  is  if  the  escapee  is  an  Irish  political  prisoner. 
However,  he  succeeded  in  secreting  himself  somewhere 
near  Sydney,  and  the  next  heard  of  him  was  his  way- 
laying  the  Commissary-General  at  Hunter's  Hill,  and 
robbing  him  of  two  hundred  pounds  in  gold.    Then 
he  appears  to  have  made  his  way  northward  along  the 
coast-line-first  to  Newcastle,  and  fro.^  there  to  Port 
Macquarie." 

"  Plucky  fellow,"  said  Lieutenant  WUlet ;  "  shouldn't 
like  to  attempt  such  a  thing  myself." 

"  The  mere  recklessness  of  a  hardened  and  criminal 
nature,  sir,  cannot  be  called  « pluck.'  It  is  but  what 
might  be  expected  of  a  man  whose  hand  is  against  that 
of  lawful  authority,  and  who  was  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation  as  a  seditious  person.    Hum,  ha  ! " 

Haldane's  eyes  twinkled.  «  Exactly,  sir.  No  doubt 
he  IS  a  man  who  would  not  hesitate  to  rob  the  Governor 
himself.    But  we  await  your  story,  Mrs.  McNab." 

"  Well,  he  seems  to  have  found  several  safe  hiding- 
places  along  the  coast,  quite  close  to  the  towns,  and  one 
day  he  actuaUy  appeared  in  the  streets  of  Port  Macquarie 
ndmg  a  beautiful  horse,  which  he  had  stolen  from  Colonel 
I>ouglas  Stacey,  of  Holland's  Plains.  He  put  up  at  the 
hotel,  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  number  of  the  civUian 
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and  kquired  fo'  him  t     "  *"  '^''"  C»«»ri8h.'.  ho„« 
cC^J"""""  °'   ""   ""^'''••"   «i»'«l««i   the 

who  i„„«,„c*d  hr«ira'  •tn^it":-''  r"^'- 

and  told  Mr,.  C»n^gl^'CTZ  t  ""^."'^ 
on  hi,  kn«  wh.„  .h.  „a,  a  babv  T^'""  "°"'^  •"' 
"ying  he  would  call  again  wZ\l.  •  "  """  "'' 

home.    The  next  h.L^«  V  ^'  ""'"  ««""'«' 

Major  W^  place  a'^k^,r'  "V  '^  J'"  >-"  » 
hcpitably  .nteU^'a^'Sj7^;.':^r  _^  -•  «)- 
Inne,  he  heard  tt...  .k  /T^  *"'""*•  From  Major 
Sydney  to  PonM^t    '^  ?"«"'■"«>«  «hooner  frim 

there  „a,  over  ^900  »  boarf    Mi  ■  T"','"°  """ 
»Idier,'  pay."  bo^d-Official,'  wlarie,  and 

ii,?  m''m  u  '"'"«"'"8."  «W  Haldane. 

-u  rti:ir;^:e  r  wtartrvr:::;^' 

PoorMaJo'rtr^rinn?!?  IT^  '!«  ^*'*- 


into  the  trap,  and  said  that  there 
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were  but  six  persons  on  board,  exclusive  of  the  captain 
and  Judge  Gibson  and  his  daughter." 

"Ah,  Mrs.  McNab,"  said  Lathom,  "I  think  I  can 
guess  what  followed." 

"Yes,  indeed.  He  bade  Major  Innes  and  his  family 
good-bye,  for  he  had  promised,  he  said,  to  return  xo  Port 
Macquane  to  dine  with  the  Cartwrights.  Three  hours 
later  he  was  at  Camden  Haven— it  was  then  dark— in 
company  with  two  other  adventurous  gentlemen  like 
himself.  They  shouted  to  the  schooner  to  send  a  boat 
ashore,  as  they  had  a  message  from  Major  Cartwright. 
A  boat  with  the  captain  and  two  sailors  put  off,  and  the 
moment  they  landed  they  were  made  prisoners,  and 
their  arms  taken  from  them  by  •  Mr.  Vincent '  and  his 
two  comrades,  who  tied  them  up  securely  and  then  went 
off  m  the  boat  to  the  Edith. 

"  As  soon  as  they  stepped  on  deck  the  mate  and  the 
two  remaming  seamen  had  pistols  presented  at  their 
heads,  and  were  quickly  made  prisoners.  Then  *  Mr 
Vmcent,*  with  many  apologies  to  Judge  Gibson  said 
that  he  was  Hewitt  the  bushranger,  and  that  'the 
exigencies  of  his  profession  necessitated  him  calling  on 
board  at  that  late  hour  and  relieving  His  Honour  from 
the  responsibility  of  conveying  ^900  to  Port  Macquarie 
m  such  an  iU-manned  and  unprotected  vessel  as  the 
tdtth. 

"Then,  after  taking  the  money,  he  liberated  the 
schooner's  cook,  made  him  prepare  a  meal,  and  insisted 
upon  the  judge  and  Miss  Gibson  joining  him  in  eating 
It.  The  judge,  as  you  know,  is  a  humorist,  and  accepted 
the  situation,  especiaUy  as  Hewitt  poUtely  assured  him 
that  he  would  not  dream  of  taking  *  any  emolument » 
cither  from  himself  or  his  daughter.    Then  after  spend- 
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ing  an  hour  on  board,  he  liberated  the  mate   went  on 
shore  and  freed  the  poor  captain  and  hr^itW  ew 
brought  them  on  board  again,  and  askedjMr.  Gibr^' 

The  villam  !  »  exclaimed  Mr.  Marsbin  :    «  and  no 
doubt  he  succeeded  ? »»  ' » ,       ana  no 

«  ^'/iri"  '^P"**^  ^"'  ^'^Nab  merrily. 
And  1 11  guarantee  that  Gibson  did  not  trv  tn  KM- 
h.«..If.  lit.  Feilding."  said  Haldan..    ".hTirugh 
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CHAPTER   VI 


"A  MOST  daring  and  desperate   villain,   truly,"  said 
the  clergyman,  laying  down  his  knife  and  fork,  cross- 
ing his  smooth  hands  across  his  rotund  figure,  and 
looking  severely  at  Dr.  Haldane,  as  if  to  reprove  him  for 
his  ill-timed  levity,  "  yet  we  must  trust  he  wUl  soon  be 
brought  to  justice,  and  pay  the  penalty  of  his  crimes  on 
the  gallows.    There  is  a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  for  his 
apprehension.    He  cannot  long  escape,  and  his  execu- 
tion should  be  made  as  public  as  possible.    Only  by  such 
publicity  can  the  evil-minded  and  wicked  be  brought 
to  realise  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  be  restrained  from 
a  further  indulgence  in  the  paths  of  crime.    Hum,  ha  !  " 
Lathom  shook  his  head  in  grave  dissent,  as  Mrs. 
McNab  resumed — 

"  The  three  robbers  were  all  well-mounted,  and  a  hot 
pursuit  followed ;  but  they  separated,  and  were  not 
again  seen  in  company.  Hewitt,  however,  came  upon 
three  of  Major  Cartwright's  men  when  they  were  asleep, 
took  away  their  arms,  and  left  them  in  peace  until  the 
morning,  when  he  rode  up  and  called  on  them  to  sur- 
render. He  was  quite  aflfable,  and  beyond  taking  all 
the  tobacco  they  possessed  did  not  harm  them.  He 
told  them  that  he  was  making  off  towards  Sydney  again, 
and  that  he  would  be  heard  of  in  a  few  weeks.  And 
this  was  no  doubt  true,  for  it  is  now  rumoured  that  he 
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has  been  seen  within  a  few  miles  of  Newcastle  wK       i. 
has  man>  sympathisers  »  «<^wca»tle,  where  he 

"^i^'l^man'k^tt"'  "  '°"'^'"  "^^  ^^-  ^-^-. 
*us  man  iiewitt  was  sent  out—insteaH   f^(  u  • 

wln*r..""'''"*«""  '»»"  J»«  made  him  «,  H 

.ealfif?.?^-.^''"'"''  «"""  '«'«-"«  from  d,eir 
Mats  m  astonishment  and  eazed  at  H-i„      iT      .  . 

l«r  head  thrown  proudly  back^mdk    A?'  "''?'  "^'^ 
with  anger,  wa.  leantoe  S  onf  fc     ^^  *?"'  "'^« 

"  You  ran  1  \  ^^  ^*°*«  towards  her. 

"  Vo?a^e"not''  X' weuT;,"!'"'"  "'  ?"  ^•'-'^• 
^  «  .rude.    Uhf  .;  L'^-^C  n     - '^ve 

«n.m.nt.  and  left  the  rool  "''  ''"P"*  '^ 

Lathom  returned  to  his  sfat    ^r^A  u  u 

tactful,  even  though  »rou"h  ,?'"',. "'^''»«'  "'•"■y 
•*H-a»     I.         """K«  80  rough  m  his  manner    aaiH 
Heat,    heat,    Lathom.    That's    what's    tk  ' 

Heat  and  nerves     n«  „      i  ,/       ^"*    matter. 
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temper  of  a  .aint.  By  the  way,  Lathom.  you  want  a 
change  yourself.  *  All  work  and  no  play  ! »  You  should 
make  him  follow  you,  Mrs.  Lathom." 

*;  Sydney  has  no  attractions  for  Fred,  Doctor  Haldane. 
It  IS  not  the  slightest  use  my  trying  to  get  him  to  apply 
for  a  removal.    He  thinks  too  much  of  Waringa  " 

"  And  Waringa  has  thriven  well  under  his  judicious 
care,  madam,"  said  the  clergyman,  who  really  had  a 
fcelmg  of  admiration  a  A  respect  for  his  host ;  and,  in 
his  ponderous  manner,  desired  to  show  it.    "  I  have 
never  seen  in  the  course  of  my  travels  throughout  the 
Hum^ha  r°"  '^"""'"^  "^""^  welUrdered  community. 
Lathom  expressed  his  thanks,  and  then  the  conver- 
sation drifted  into  other  channels.     The  ladies,  after 
leainng  the  gentlemen  to  their  wine  and  cigars,  retired 
to  Mrs    Lathom's  own  room  to  discuss  the  latter»s 
intended  visit  to  Sydney.    Presently  Helen  came  in  to 
them  with  tea.    Her  mistress  looked  at  her  keenly,  and 
m  something  less  than  her  usual  sharp  manner  when  she 
was  annoyed,  asked  her  what  had  made  her  "behave so 
ridiculously." 

"  I  am  very  sorry,  madam.  I  hardly  knew  what  I 
was  saymg.    I  trust  you  will  excuse  me." 

"  Very  well,"  replied  Mrs.  Lathom  graciously  "  I 
suppose  you  wUl  be  more  particular  in  future  not  to 
startle  us  in  that  way  again.  I  am  quite  sure  that  Mr. 
Marsbin  felt  very  much  annoyed  at  your  rude  exclama- 
tion. I  trust  that  this  man  Hewitt  is  not  known  to 
you— rs  we  reaUy  might  have  inferred  ?  » 

Helen  made  no  answer,  but  her  face  showed  a  darken- 
ing flush,  and  Mrs.  McNab  whispered  to  her  hostess 
to  say  nothing  more. 
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Mu\        ."'  '  """'•"  "'-l  M"-  Lathom   with 

to  do  with  .uch  .  man  f    Now,  ,el|  J,  Hden  a   ,,1 

do  you  know  this  Hewitt  ( "  *  ' 

"  I  beg  of  you,  madam,  to  pardon  my  not  answering 

your  question.    I_I  <,„  „„,  f„,  very'^weU  "^i"" 

"  Poor  thing,"  said  Mrs.  McNab ;  "  she  certainlv 
does  not  look  at  all  well.  I  could  s^e  tht,  I.  ?  7 
were  trembling."  ^'  """  ""'  '"'"'J* 

"  I'm  afraid  I  treat  her  too  well.  She  really  can  b. 
quite  obstinate,  and  almost  sullen  at  tim  J  L  .rf^ 
to  show  her,  too,  that  I  take  an  interest  in  he.  welfare 

Mrs.  McNab  made  no  answer.  She  was  a  sympathetic 
Imle  woman,  and  knew  that  Helen  was  suifS  f»m 
«.me  mental  strain  which  she  was  hardly  awHo  b^T 
and  that  Mrs  Lathom's  ill-timed  questfontog,  had  k 
been  contmued.  would  have  probably  led  to  a"oth«  such 
passtonate  outburst  a,  she  hid  heard  in  tie  di^  n^,^^ 
luK  an  hour  before.  And  secretly  she  r^TI^, 
k«t  speak  a  few  word,  of  sympathy  to  the  girl  in  the 

hoit  k  ,V  "^^A"?"  ""y  <""=  »  ">.  commandant's 

a"dTdown        °K  "'""'  "P"""^  <»«  »  tl.^«randat 
from  the  creek,  and  no  sound  broke  the  sUence  of^f 
n*''.  but  the  steady  footfall  of  the  se«ry  s^ti^ntl t 
the  barrack-gat.  near  by.    Overhead  was  a  .tar^«dd^ 
.ky  of  deepest  blue;    and  the  forest-clad  spur  of  S« 
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mountain  range  in  which  were  the  dreaded  "  Quarries,** 
though  its  nearest  point  was  four  miles  distant,  loomed 
up  so  distmctly  in  the  clear  night  air,  that  it  seemed 
within  a  few  hundred  yards.    Down  from  the  base  of 
the  range  a  thin  grey  mist-the  precursor  of  another  hot 
day-was  begmning  to  arise  and  envelop  the  tops  of  the 
lofty  gum  and  tallow  wood  trees  which  stretched  along  the 
banks  of  the  creek  in  an  unvarying  monotony  of  outline 
As  she  sat  leaning  against  one  of  the  verandah  posts, 
and  looking  dreamUy  down  towards  the  landing-place 
she  thought  of  the  events  of  the  day-the  letter  given 
to  her  by  old  Tim  taking  first  place  in  her  musings. 
Who  could  have  wntten   it?    Not   Vincent  Hewitt, 
•urely  !    What  could  he-a  proscribed  man.  hunted  dajJ 
and  night-do  towards  giving  her  father  and  herself 
liberty  ?    And  then,  besides  that,  surely  he  had  for- 
gotten her  and  the  old,  old  days  when,  as  boy  and 
girl  lovers    they  had  wandered  together  in  the  green 
lanes  by  Annalong,  and  under  the  shadow  of  Slieve 
I>onard.    And  that  was  five  years  ago-five  long  years 
of  misery  and  woe-and  never  but  once  had  she  heard 
his  name  siH>ken  since,  when  Captain  Lathom,  in  her 
Heanng,  had  one  day  read  out  to  Dr.  Haldane  the 
names  of  a  batch  of  Irish  prisoners  just  arrived,  who 
had  been  transported  for  sedition,  and  among  them  was 

vir  »\"T\"'  P^'^^'  ^"'^^^  ^^>  ^o"«e«n 
years.      No,  she  thought,  it  could  not  be  Vincent.    Yet 

It  must  be  some  one  who  had  known  her  father-some 

one  who  had  not  forgotten  him,  and  was  perhaps  at  that 

veiy  nioment  not  far  away  either  from  him  or  from  her- 

self.    There  was,  she  had  been  told,  an  almost  perfect 

system  of  communication  between  not  only  the  Irish 

political   prisoners  in  the  colonies,   but   between  the 
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wnvicts  generally.    Sometimet  this  was  accomplkhed 
by  means  of  letters  passed  from  hand  to  hand  and 
takmg  many  months  ere  they  reached  the  persons  for 
whom  they  were  intended  ;  sometimes  verbaUy,  when  an 
mterchange  of  prisoners  took  place  from  one  settlement 
to  another  and  a  friendly  gaoler  or  soldier  guard  would 
turn  aside  his  head  as  he  saw  two  men  from  different 
gang,  exchanging  a  whispered  word.    Many  pri«>ners, 
•he  knew,  had  succeeded  in  escaping,  even  in  the  rer,; 
earliest  days    when  Australia  was  generaUy  spoken  of 
«  "Botany  Bay.'»  and  her  cheeks  flushed  when  she 
^membered  the  daring  deed  of  Will  Bryant,  the  trans- 
ported English  smuggler,  who,  with  his  young  wife  and 
two  infant  children  and  five  trusted  fellow^onvicts.  had 
seized  a  smaU  boat  in  Sydney  Cove  and  saUed  her  more 
tlun  three  thousand  miles  to  Timor  • 

Ah !  she  thought,  how  happy  would  she  be  to  make 
such  an  attempt  with  her  father !  The  brave  and 
beautiful  Mary  Bryant  had  seen  one  of  her  children 
die  in  the  boat  from  stanration  and  exhaustk>n,  had 
seen  her  heroic  and  dying  husband  recaptured  by  the 
savage  and  infamous  Edwards  of  the  PanJorJ,  the 
pursuer  of  the  Bounty  mutineers,  and  had  heard  his 
last  sigh  as,  mth  his  hand  in  hers,  he  breathed  his  last 
in  the  Dutch  hospital  in  Batavia,  and  left  her  with  her 
sickly  babe  alone  in  the  world-and  a  prisoner  still. 

story,  which  she  had  read  when  she  was  a  child.  For 
poor  Bryant,  just  ere  he  died,  wandered  in  his  mind, 
and  had  sat  up  on  his  pallet  and  spread  out  his  arms 
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with  a  tinfle  on  his  face  and  cried  out  weakly,  "  Look, 
Mary!  The  tea,  the  open  tea  at  lait— God's  own 
blue  sea  !  Hold  up  our  boy  Emmanuel,  and  wake  the 
babe,  my  girl.    Oh,  liberty,  liberty,  and  life  at  last !  " 

And  the  poor  young  wife,  whose  boy  Emmanuel  lay 
buried  under  the  torrid  sands  of  the  Queensland  coast 
two  thousand  miles  away,  had  cried  out  through  her 
falling  tears,  "  Yes,  yes.  dear  Will.  See,  the  babe  is 
here,  and  laughs,  but  Emmanuel  sleeps." 
•  •  •  •  •    ^       •  . 

Suddenly  Helen  was  aware  of  something  being  near 
her,  and  presently  Russ,  who  was  a  keen  watch-dog 
and  was  lying  down  in  front  of  the  dining-room  door, 
stood  up  and  growled  as  he  caught  sight  of  a  Bgure 
moving  cautiously  about  among  the  trees  in  the  garden 
a  few  yards  away.  Then  he  barked  loudly  and  re- 
peatedly, and  the  figure  vanished  just  as  Captain 
Lathom  stepped  out  on  the  verandah.  He  caught  sight 
of  Helen  at  once. 

"  Who  is  that  ?" 

"  It  is  me,  sir." 

"  What  is  Russ  barking  at  ? " 

"  I  do  not  know,  sir.  I  fancied  I  saw  something 
moving  among  the  trees  just  now,  but  whatever  it  was 
it  has  gone  now." 

Lathom  called  the  dog  to  him,  and  then  walked  over 
to  the  pUce  Helen  had  indicated.  There  was  nothing 
to  be  seen.  Then  he  went  over  to  the  sentry,  and 
asked  him  if  he  had  seen  anything. 

"Nothing,  sir,  except  that  some  of  the  horses  in 
the  little  paddock  seemed  a  bit  restless  just  awhile 
ago" 
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Native  dogs  prowling  about,  I  suppose,"  thought 
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awaiting  hit  return. 
*'  What  are  you  doing  up  to  late,  Helen  ?  » 
I  could  not  sleep,  sir,  and  came  out  to  sit  on  the 
^hIm  \  ^'%r^^'''    She  paused  a  moment,  and 

l?tl„?^          T"'"^'     '  ''"^  y°"  ^"^  not  think  I 
intended  any  disrespect  to  you.     But » 

Jl  ^  »'  ^*?^  """  "°'  '^^  y^"--  ^*«"n«»  carry  you  away, 
Helen.    ,a,d  the  commandant  kindly.     "  We  had  betted 
let  the  matter  drop.     So  good-night." 
He  went  to  his  room,  and  Helen  to  hers,  and  Russ 

t\rd  :    K^"'f  u^""  "  '~"^  °^  ^^^  ^-'  --tH- co- 
tented  sigh  and  the  house  was  once  more  silent. 

But  m  the  stables  old  Tim  and  another  man  were 
conversing  in  whispered  tones. 

wanft" 'V  .'""k"^  ^'*  '^'*  '^"'  '^"  *^°«  ^«"'d  •«  ye  at 
wanst     An»  the  captain  is  a  powerful  light  sleeper 

For  the  love  av  God  and  the  sake  av  the  (^rl,  an'ru; 
honour's  own  life,  do  not  attempt  any  more  wl 
mejelf  that'uU  be  prayin*  for  ye  bo'th  to-night." 

Thank  you,  old  man,"  said  the  visitor,  as  he  took 
^^  hand  ;  "  I  wiU  run  no  further  risks,  but  when  ^^u 
^ar  1h  ^'^.J;  »0"»n«»  tell  her  that  Vincent  Hewi^is 
i^rL    A  "*  ^'  •°°"-    ^"^  ^^»  J»«'  that  never 

fL    '      I  'T  '  "^  ^^'  **«  ^^»  »1^-  »>~n  absent 
from  my  thoughts." 

"  mJv^^»  ^  "^  ^''*^''"  *'^^  '^*^  °'^  ™«n  energetically. 

goflVyT"'^"'  "''  ^'"  '"  '^'  '''  ''^'-  '^^ 

"A   ktt«!    No.    I   Km  no  letter,"   replied   the 

!""«'.';    7»«.   good-night.    My  hoU  if  o1   1 

other  ,.d.  of  the  cr«>ic  and  I  mu.t  .wim  acroM  again.' 
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CHAPTER   VII 


At  nine   o'clock   on    the   following   morning  Captain 
McNab  was  standing  at  his  gate  talking  to  his  guest 
who  was  about  to  start  for  Waringa.  * 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kindness  to  me 
Captain  McNab,"  he  said  as  he  shook  hands  with  hii 
host.  "  I  shall  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  spending 
another  night  here  on  my  way  back  to  Sydney." 

"  And  I  shaU  be  very  glad  to  have  you  stay  with  us 
aU  the  tmie  you  are  in  the  district,  Mr.  Lugard,  if  you 
could  so  manage  it.  I  wish  you  all  success  in  your 
inquiries.  You  wUl  find  Lathom  a  good  feUow,  and  he 
wU,  I  know,  do  all  he  can  to  assist  you.  Tell  him  that 
rU  be  over  at  Waringa  in  a  day  or  so  to  say  good-bye  to 
Mrs.  Lathom  and  see  our  friend  Haldane.  Now,  are  you 
quite  sure  about  the  road  ?  Won't  you  let  me  send  a 
man  with  you  ?  " 

"  Not  at  aU— not  at  all.  I  should  be  a  poor  sort  of 
creature  if  I  lost  myself  between  here  and  Waringa. 
And  I  shall  go  so  slowly  that  I  cannot  possibly  go 
astray.  Like  yourself,  sir,  riding  is  not  one  of  my  most 
shinmg  accomplishments,  and  I  feel  more  at  home  on  a 
ship's  deck  than  in  a  saddle." 
With  a  smile  and  a  wave  of  his  hand  to  the  genial 
captain,  Lugard  turned  his  horse's  head,  and  in 
w  minutes  was  out  of  sight  from  the  house,  and 
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nding  .long  ,h.  main  „.d  to  W,rin«       Cofin 
McNab  .tood  and  w.,ch«l  him  duappeaf  "^ 

eveor  inch  a  gentkn.™,  .„d  a»  8g.  ,  looking     "„ ' 

p«^nion  .„d  '^^JJ".  :jt\:l:^,;z:t 

«».  feature.,  wluch  w„.  deeply  bwnred  by  expotur. 
«d  ll  k  u""  ">*"•  "»  •'"k  brown  beard 
m.  cBeeki     He  wa.  dreswd  in  a  liglit  „ev  ,uit  »f 

J«t  to  the  lcn«>.  from  the  inaidiou.  and  irrfwting  gr^ 

ovfr '.:  v^a'rVt' """"  °'  ""  ''"  '"'"*'«'  "•««^« 
unpleasant  to  even  a  mounted  man  whole  Ie«  we« 
unprotected  either  by  high  boot,  or  leg^p   ***  """ 

ou^^  r?  ""  r"'  ''"  °"  "•  '"""••^her.,  he  took 
pipeful  and  pre«ntly  the  .moke  wa,  curling  around  L 

"  ''''"  "  *"y'  »"  '«"<>»',"  he  «id,  "  and  give  me  a 
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clunce  to  enjoy  some  of  the  old  Dutch  tkipper't  tobtcco. 
I  ye  had  to  tmoke  more  bad  cigars  since  I  came  to  this 
infernal  country  than  Pve  ever  smoked  in  my  life,  and 
Its  a  godwnd  to  get  at  one's  pipe  .gain.     Eh!  what 
do  you  think,  old  horse  ?    That's  right,  shake  your 
weather  ear  if  you  mean  •  No,'  and  nod  your  old  coffin- 
shaped  head  when  you  mean  '  Yes,'  and  we'll  get  alonff 
together  rippingly.    Take  your  own  time,  but  don't  go 
to  sleep,  and  may  you  never  be  turned  into  salt  horse, 
and  poor  devils  of  sailor  men  have  to  eat  you.     I  swear 
1 11  recognise  you  again  if  ever  I  come  across  a  bit  of 
you  m  a  harness-cask,  for  I  know  every  lump  and  knot 
in  your  poor  old  carcase,  although  we  have  only  been 
acquamted  a  few  days.    But  you're  a  good  old  beast  in 
spite  of  your  looks,  and  mustn't  take  my  chaff  in  bad 
part.    Eh!    That's  right,  nod  your  head  again  and 
snort.    We  understand  each  other,  don't  we  ?  " 

Evidently  Mr  Lugard  was  in  a  good  humour  with 
himself  and  ^th  the  world  in  general,  for  after  he  had 
finished  his  pipe  he  began  to  sing  in  a  dear,  pleasant 
voice  and  laughed  loudly  when  two  scrub  wallabies 
which  had  been  lying  down  dozing  under  the  shade  of 
the  trees  Immg  the  road,  sprang  across  right  under  the 
horse  s  m>se  and  disappeared  swiftly  among  the  timber 
on  the  other  side. 

Half  an  hour  later,  the  road  narrowed  into  a  track 
which  descended  the  side  of  a  long  gentle  slope,  at  thi 
bottom  of  which  was  a  small,  running  stream  of  clear, 
cool  water,  almost  concealed  from  view  by  the  density  of 
the  tangled  foliage  which  grew  along  its  banks.  Here 
the  traveUcr  dismounted,  and  letting  his  horse  feed  on 
tfte  soft  grass  growing  among  the  boulders  lining  the 
edge  of  a  fairly-sized  pool,  he  knelt  down  and  drank 
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"Just  lovely !  And  what  a  place  for  a  bathe  !  "  he 
Mid  as  he  looked  at  the  clean  pebbly  bottom  of  the 
pool.       It  s  too  good  a  chance  to  miss  ;  so  here  goes." 

In  a  few  seconds  his  clothes  were  lying  on  the  bank, 
and  he  was  rcveUing  in  the  delightfully  cool  and  bracing 
water,  swmiming  round  and  round  the  pool,  divin*  to 
tiie  bottom  and  scaring  into  the  nooks  and  cre4es 
hundreds    of    small,    handsome    fishes    like    grayling. 
Presently,  as  he  sat  on  a  smooth  round  stone,  and  was 
amusedly  watching  the  alarmed  little  beauties  poking 
out  their  heads  and  staring  with  bright,  beady  eyes  at 
the  strange  apparition  of  his  feet,  he  heard  the  sound  of 
some  one  approaching  from  the  track  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  creek,  and  there  emerged  a  youth  riding 
one  horse  and  leading  another. 
**  Good  morning,  sonny,"  cried  the  bather. 

Mornm',"    repUed    the    boy,    slowly   walking   his 
horses  through  the  water,  and  staring  so  fixecUy  at 

Uu  hiT'  ^"'°"  °^  ^^*  °'"°''  ^*""  ^^^  ^  ^^^ 

"  What  are  you  looking  at  f  " 

«  TTiought  you'd  been  an'  cut  yerself  all  over  yer 
chest,  said  the  lad  laconically,  .tUl  staring.  «  Why 
It's  a  bird,  ain't  it  ?    A  eagle  ?  "  ^ 

Mr.  Lugard  smUed.  His  chest  was  tattooed  in  blue 
and  vennilion  with  an  outspread  eagle  with  pinions 
extended  from  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  grasping  in  the 
talons  of  the  right  foot  the  flagpole  of  the  banner  of 
the  American  Republic.  The  whole  device  was  beau- 
tifully executed,  and  made  a  very  striking  effect. 

Yt%,  sonny,  as  you  say,  it  is  an  eagle-a  bird  we 
are  uncommonly  fond  of  in  my  country." 
"  Wot !    Do  yous  eat  *em  i  " 
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"  No ;  but  we  think  a  lot  of  them  all  the  same.  Got 
any  in  this  country  ?  " 

"Lots.  I  heerd  about  one  that  was  shot  at  Bar- 
ranjoey.  He  was  near  as  big  as  a  two-year-old  bull 
calf.    They  carries  lambs  away  too." 

Lugard  nodded,  and  then,  as  he  proceeded  to  dress, 
he  encouraged  the  boy  to  talk  by  asking  him  where  he 
was  going,  and  was  surprised  to  hear  that  he  was  pro- 
ceeding all  the  way  to  Newcastle. 

"  What  is  taking  you  all  that  distance  ? " 

"  Sixty  mile,  or  a  hundred  mile,  ain't  no  distance," 
drawled  the  youngster,  as  he  got  "  his  horse  and  began 
filling  an  exceedingly  dirty  clay  with  some  coarse 
tobacco.  "  My  old  man  is  sending  me  there  to  buy  two 
bags  of  sugar,  as  we  heerd  there  was  a  shipful  of  it  in 
Sydney,  an*  it  orter  be  a  lot  cheaper  now." 

"Yes,  it  should.  I  came  to  Sydney  in  that  same 
ship.  But  it's  a  long  ride  to  Newcastle  for  two  bags  of 
sugar." 

"Better  than  paying  three  bob  a  pound  for  it  at 
Waringa." 

"  I  suppose  it  is.  So  you  come  from  Waringa  f 
Been  living  there  long  i  " 

"  Bomed  there." 

"  Do  you  know  Captain  Lathom's  place  ? " 

"G)urse.  Know  him  an*  every  one  else.  I  seed 
Mrs.  Lathom  this  morning  when  she  give  me  some 
letters  to  post  for  her  in  Newcastle.  I  heerd  she's 
goin*  ter  Sydney  soon  fur  a  spell.** 

Lugard  became  suddenly  interested.  "Is  Captain 
Lathom  going  too  ?  **  he  asked. 

"  No,  but  she*s  taking  Helen  Cronin  with  her,  to  I 
heerd.*' 
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"  Who  is  Helen  Cronin  ?  "  aalr^  T  «->-  j         .     . 
a.  jie  refilled  his  pipe  ^*^  ^"^'^  carelesdy, 

"  Mrs.  Lathom's  servant— and  a  ritht  good  imrt  .1. 
iYoo.Icantellyer.    Lot  more  pretri!r4  fT  Z^f^ 
I  heer  coves  say,  but  /  don't  thLk  much^^^^^^^ 
Mrs.  Lathom  would  be  my  dart  if  T  ^  ?* 

Well,  I  shall  see  her  aonnv    a^m^  -.• 

Uld  flogging  Marsbin.    He's  at  Wa«*« 
old  cow  fln»  T  k     J  t  Wannga  now,  the 

oia  cow,  an   I  heerd  he  was  goin»  ter  Sydnev     T  JTk 

«o.  appear  to  be  lik.d-1^  you  .,  „y  „",.    "'  *^ 

"  WeU,  Sam,  you're  a  pretty  smart  aort  of  a  vonn— . 
^.«.  and  I  wi.h  you  a  ^„.„t  jo^  'Kfe 
^™.    Now.  wll  ,h.«  two  half^roJ™.  I^^y  ^.^ 
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** Xaihtr,  mister,"  was  the  eager  reply.  "I  want 
ter  buy  some  powder  and  caps  fur  my  gun.  Father 
wouldn't  give  me  no  more  *n  two  bob,  an»  told  me  he'd 
gimme  a  welt  on  the  head  if  I  wasn't  satisfied." 

By  this  time  Lugard  had  finished  dressing,  and 
catching  his  horse,  he  gave  young  Tucker  a  pleasant 
farewell,  and  rode  on. 

"That  was  a  lucky  meeting,"  he  said,  as  he  struck 
mto  the  track  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek.  "  A  day  or 
two  later,  and  I  should  have  missed  Miss  Helen  Adair,  of 
Annalong,  and  have  had  to  follow  her  to  Sydney,  where 
it  would  be  rather  difficult  to  talk  to  her,  I  imagine." 

When  he  had  left  the  creek  a  mUe  behind  him,  the 
•un  began  to  make  itself  felt,  and  as  the  country  was 
now  fairly  open,  he  turned  off  from  the  track  and  rode 
under  the  shade  of  the  tree-tops.  This  was  better  than 
the  hard  soO,  for  the  ground,  where  it  was  not  grassed 
was  covered  with  the  Mris  of  the  thin  sheets  of  bark 
which  had  peeled  off  the  smooth  boles  of  the  grey  gum- 
trees. 

A  sound  like  the  faint  bellowing  of  a  cow  or  buUock 
made  him  look  to  the  right,  and  he  saw  what  was 
evidently  a  small  swamp  about  two  hundred  yards  away 
for  the  margin  was  surrounded  by  thickly  growing  reeds! 
and  he  now  noticed  for  the  first  time  that  there  were  « 
number  of  weU-beaten  cattle  tracks  about  him,  all 
converging  towards  the  reeds.  Rising  in  his  stirrups, 
he  saw  the  shimmer  of  water,  and  in  it,  or  on  it,  tome- 
thmg  white,  which  appeared  to  move,  and  again  he  heard 
the  cry  of  a  beast. 

"  Get  up,  old  coffin-head,  and  let  us  see  what  it  is," 
he  said,  making  hit  horse  trot,  and  heading  towards  the 
•wamp.    The  moment  he  reached  the  edge,  and  looked 
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through  a  passage  in  the  reeds,  he  saw  that  the  white 
object  was  a,  unfortunate  cow  standing  in  the  centn.  of 
the  swamp  beside  her  young  calf,  which  was  hopelessly 
bogged,  ,„d  i^ked  to  be  nearly  dead  from  exhaustion 
and  starvation.  Within  a  few  feet  of  the  poor  creature 
was  a  dry  spot  on  which  sat  three  native  dogs  watching 
the  dymg  calf  with  hungry  eyes,  and  snapping  and 
•narlmg  at  the  poor  mother  every  time  she  tried  to  drive 
tnem  away. 

r^itT/^  '^^^'^  "^T^y  '°  '^'  «^°""^'  '^"d  took  his 

double  r  n^^"'^-    ^'  ^''  ^"  «^"'"^«^y  fi««l^«d 
double-barrelled  weapon,  and  had  done  its  owner  good 

service  on  many  occasions.     He  dropped  on  one  kneT 

and,  pickmg  out  the  largest  of  the  three  dingoes,  fired  - 

the  creature  fell  dead,  and  as  the  other  two  sprang  off 

acrojs  the  swamp  a  second  bullet  caught  the  foremost 

on  the  nbs  and  rolled  it  over.    It  struggled  to  its  feet 

agam,  however,  and  tried  to  reach  the  shelter  of  the 

reeds  on  the  margin  of  the  swamp,  but  after  running  a 

q  r.trnr^^''  ^^  °"  "^  '^--^^^  -^  ^^-  - 

T  .r  '  ?Tif  "^  ^°"  °"^  °'  y°"'  '""^'T,  my  friend,"  «iid 
Lugard,  "but,  as  I  don't  want  to  waste  a  bulkt  PU 
settle  you  by  knocking  you  on  the  head  " 

wund  the  edge  of  the  swamp  towards  the  dingo,  when  a 
man  suddenly  emerged  from  behind  a  large  gey  gum 
and  levelled  a  pistol  at  his  head.  «  «=y  g«m 

S  ^u  ,r?",'  ^^^'  "P'  °'  ^'"  »^"<*  ^  *>»««^t  through 
)^ur  skull !  »  cried  the  stranger  sharply.    «  I'm  Hewitt 
the  bushranger  !  "  «ewitt, 

"  -^7  y°"  «dced  !  »  answered  Lugard  coolly  ;    and 
mstead  of  obeying  Hewitt's  command,  he  let  Ws  right 
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hand,  in  which  he  held  his  pistol,  drop  to  his  side. 
*•  You're  out  very  early  this  morning,  Mr.  Hewitt.  And 
you've  taken  a  mean  advantage  of  me.  And  do  you 
know  that  you  have  a  very  dirty  face  ?  ** 

The  bushranger  laughed  grimly.  "And  youMl  have 
a  white  one  presently  if  you  don't  look  smart,  my  friend. 
I'm  in  no  humour  for  joking.  Put  your  hands  behind 
your  back  and  then  turn  round." 

"My  dear  sir!  Why  should  you  go  to  so  much 
trouble  as  to  tie  my  hands  behind  my  back  ?  I  have 
very  little  money  in  my  valise,  I  assure  you— hardly 
sufficient  to  repay  you  for  the  trouble  of  taking  it.  And 
I  am  very  anxious  to  settle  that  creature  over  there — a 
dingo  I  believe  you  call  it  in  Australia.  But  perhaps 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  put  another  bullet  into  it  instead 
of  into  me.     I  assure  you  I  will  not  try  to  escape." 

Hewitt's  face  flushed  darkly.  "  I'll  take  every  good 
care  of  that,  my  fine  fellow.  Now  cease  this  fooling, 
and  do  as  I  tell  you.    I'm  not  a  man  to  be  trifled  with." 

"  I  can  see  that,  Mr.  Hewitt.  I  believe  you  would 
put  a  bullet  into  me  if  I  made  you  cross.  A  man  with 
an  empty  pistol  standing  in  front  of  another  man  with 
a  loaded  one  is  in  a  very  delicate  position  for  argument. 
So—"  He  paused  for  a  moment  or  two,  and  still 
keeping  his  eyes  fixed  steadily  on  Hewitt,  went  on  as 
if  talking  to  himself  more  than  to  the  man  before  him  : 
"  As  I  was  saying,  I  won't  argue  with  you.  I  am,  to 
a  great  extent,  a  man  who  strives  to  avoid  giving  his 
fellow-man  unnecessary  trouble,  and  I  again  assure  you 
that  you  would  be  wasting  your  doubtless  valuable 
time  in  lashing  my  hands  behind  my  back  when  it  is 
in  my  power  to  relieve  you  of  such  a  task.  Se,  tbirt 
you  tfi  !  "  and  quick  as  lightning,  he  raised  his  arm  and 
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^  hi.  pUtoJ,  which  he  w.«  holding  by  the  b«n-l 
u»to  Hewitt*!  face.    It  itrurlr  k.-«  ^  u  ^^        ^^ 
evei  with  *,^k  I      i    !  "*"*  "«^^  between  the 

!r    ri     w^"^^  ^•'"^  '^^'^^  ^»»«  he  fell  back  h.W 

"Now.  Mr.  Hewitt,"  he  .aid  pleawntly    "I  «„.. 
trouble  you  to  .ubmit  to  tK.  •Ji-  ^'         °*"*^ 

Hewitt',  .econd  pi.tdl  from  hi.  belt,  then  rai^  hl«^« 
•  Mtting  portion,  and  looked  at  him  v^th  J^J^  *° 
expre..ion,  which,  however  vani.h.r  •  '^""»°«>»« 
when  he  Mw  that  ih.  Kk!!i      ^"""^ed   w   a   moment 

i-l'dS^e*  r '"•  ™*  ''"•  "'""  ^"-    H.».  you  . 
"  No." 

-«..    ••  You  .»M  find  i.  a  ^'  r/uT!^'^- 
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ment  in  yoar  profetnon.  Now,  these  weapont  of  yours 
are  clumsy,  smooth-bore  affairs,  if  you  will  pardon  my 

saying  so,   and  mine  is   rifled.    But   still "    He 

raised  his  left  hand  and  fired,  and  a  cry  of  admiration 
burst  from  Hewitt  as  the  dingo  fell  dead,  for  the  bullet 
struck  him  in  the  head. 

"  Ah,  they're  better  than  I  thought,"  said  Lugard,  as 
he  threw  the  empty  weapon  on  the  ground,  and  half  put 
the  loaded  one  in  his  pocket.  Then  that,  too,  he  with- 
drew and  dropped  carelessly. 

"  Now,  my  friend,  I  think  I  mentioned,  when  I  first 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  that  your  face  was  dirty ; 
the  slight  accident  with  which  you  have  met  has  now 
rendered  it  even  more  unsightly.  Although  I  am  a 
sailor,  and  used  to  seeing  dirty  faces,  and  occasionally, 
blood,  the  sight  of  both  is  very  repellent  to  me.  There- 
fore I  would  suggest  that  you  wash  your  face  in  the 
swamp.  It  is  a  remarkably  good-looking  face.  But 
first  of  all  let  me  offer  you  some  very  excellent  brandy— 
I  am  sure  it  will  do  you  good." 

He  walked  leisurely  over  to  his  horse,  and  with  his 
back  to  the  bushranger,  near  to  whose  hands  lay  the 
loaded  pistol,  took  a  flask  of  brandy  from  his  saddle  bag, 
and  returned.    Hewitt  had  not  moved  an  inch. 

"  Take  it  neat  ? "  asked  Lugard,  as  he  poured  some 
of  the  liquor  into  the  silver  cup. 

Hewitt  nodded,  then  stood  up  and  stretched  out  his 
hand. 

"  Your  health,  sir,"  he  said  quietly.  "  I  don't  know 
who  you  are,  but  you're  a  damned  fine  fellow." 

"  Thank  you  for  the  compliment.  Now  I  think  you 
might  wash  your  face,  eh  ?  Then  perhaps  you  will  lead 
me  a  hand  to  put  that  calf  out  of  the  bog  ? " 
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The  two  walked  throuch  the  ri^.    -«j  i 
pound,  .ad  Mt  on  iti  f«t  '^'     ™*' "  *"" 

wijj,'ho.d,o„'ri:b?:^'„.i^:t.r'' '™" ""'  "^ 

"  «d  L     ^  ^''>'  '"  ""'*"  -""k  •oon."  h.  Mid. 

Md  tkete  «  pl«,y  of  g„M  for  the  tow  »U  man  JrfT 

"~.P.  »  d«  n«d  no,  Lve  n,  1««T"  "" 

"  T.i.»  ^~      I.       .  ^»  wiiere  is  your  horse  ?  " 

bujbjj.  that  wiil  intjj^"  •^''  -  >-  »-  "me 
"  What  i.  it » •• 

-mL^T'i  *"  ?li^"  '^^  •'^*  •»»•  '•"•tive.  of  youii 
— MiM  Helen  Adair  and  her  fatlur     i  i.  '^ 

tbo»«nd  mile.  ,0  Ke  tW'  *"''  ""*  '~ 

A«a»»««  wa.  dqrict«l  to  «.ch  «,  .«„,  „  H«ritf. 
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Uct  that  he  could  only  stare  blankly  at  Lugard,  who 
bttfhcd  at  he  put  out  hit  hand. 

*•  My  name  is  Lugard,  and  I  am  a  friend.  Now  hurry 
up  and  wash  your  face,  and  then  we  can  talk.  I  hope  to 
see  your  cousin  Helen  very  soon." 

"  She  is  at  Waringa,"  cried  Hewitt  at  last,  as  he 
shook  the  hand  extended  to  him. 

"  I  know  that.  Now  don't  try  and  make  me  talk 
now,  for  I  won't.    I  must  first  rid  myself  of  this  mud." 


II     iit" 
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CHAPTER   VIII 

HiwiTT,   hi.  face  aflame  with  excitement,   was  the 
fiftt  to  return  to  the  .pot  where  the  encounter  had 
taken  place.    Lugard,  calm  and  imouasnt  a.  erer. 
foUowed  mm  a  few  minute.  Uter,  and  puUing  up  «me 
tuft,  of  dry,  dean  grau,  proceeded  to  um  them  a.  a  dun 
brudi  upon  the  deeve.  of  hi.  coat,  carefuUy  removin.  all 
trace,  of  mud  and  du.t.    Then  from  hi.  wddle-ba/  he 
produced  a  MnaU  ivory-backed  hand  gla.^  wrveyed'hi. 
handaome  features  therein,  trimmed  hi.  Vandyke  beard 
and  pointed  moustache  with  a  comb,  and  then  poUtely 
hMded  both  articles  to  the  impatient  Hewitt,  whowould 
luve  waived  them  aside  as  irritating  and  non-essential 
tmngs,  under  the  circumstances,  but  his  natural  Irish 
IxMiteness  made  him  accept  them  with  ;^  good  grace 

Tien,  after  filling  and  lighting  his  pipe,  and  waiting 
for  Hewitt  to  do  so  also.  Lugard  seated  himself  comfort- 
aWy  on  the  grass  and  began  to  speak 

"  First  of  all,  Mr.  Hewitt,"  he  said,*  with  a  laugh.  "  I 
owe  you  an  apology  for  being  so  hasty,  but  you  must 
admit  that  you  took  me  by  surprise,  and  did  not  «ye 
me  time  to  think.  Now,  although  I  am  pretty  famSar 
with  your  story  generally,  and  know  all  about  your 
escape  from  Tasmania,  and  indeed  meant  to  get  into 
communication  with  you.  I  did  not  dream  of  your  Uins 
anywhere  within  a  hundred  or  two  miles  of  Waring 
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Then,  when  you  to  luddenly  covered  me.  and  told  me 
your  name,  I  did  not  for  a  moment  connect  Hewitt  the 
bushranger  with  Vincent  Hewitt  of  Annalonf.  And 
■o,  you  tee,  the  result  was  that  nasty  cut  on  your  fore- 
head, for  which  I  am  really  very  sorry." 

"  Then  how  did  you  6nd  out  I  was  one  and  the  same 
person  ? " 

;•  Very  easily.    I  was  told  by  those  w:  >  sent  me  to 
this  mfemal  country  to  seek  your  uncle,  your  cousin 
and  yourself,  that  you  had  lost  the  first  finger  of  your 
left  hand,  and  that  two  others  were  crippled." 

"  Yes,  a  warder's  bullet  at  Port  Arthur  did  that  for 
me  when  I  made  my  first  attempt  to  escape." 

"  So,  of  course,  it  was  easy  for>e  to  recognise  you 
after  j^u  fell  and  I  saw  your  hand.  Now,  as  I  want  to 
be  at  Wannga  in  good  time  to-day,  I'll  get  through  my 
•tory  as  quickly  as  possible,  first  of  all  telling  you  that 
I  was  sent  to  AustraUa  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the 
escape  of  your  uncle,  your  cousin,  yourself,  and  the  two 
llontgomery  brothers." 

"  Henry  Montgomery  is  dead-he  died  in  Tasmania." 

Lu^rd  nodded.  "I  know.  I  have  learnt  a  good  deal 
•mce  I  arrived  in  the  country.  The  other  brother  is, 
however,  now  in  Sydney,  where  he  is  employed  in  the 
Commissariat  stores.  Him  I  have  already  seen  and 
prepared  him.  Your  uncle  is  at  Port  Macquarie, 
wJuther  I  must  go  in  due  course ;  your  cousin  Helen  is  at 
Wannga,  m  Captain  Lathom's  service  ;  and  this  mom- 
mg-just  previous  to  my  meeting  with  you-I  learnt 
from  a  boy  whom  I  met,  that  she  U  just  on  the  eve  of 
leavmg  for  Sydney  with  Mrs.  Lathom." 

- 1  know  that,"  cried  Hewitt.  «I  was  at  Waringa 
late  last  night,  and  tried  to  see  her,  and  in  fact  did 
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h»,  tittint  on  the  verandah,  but  LatKom't  dog  taw  me, 
and  Uthom  himself  came  out  to  tee  what  it  was  barkint 
at,  and  I  had  to  get  awa^r.** 

"  Oh,  well,  if  aJI  goet  right,  you  will  have  plenty  of 
opportunities  of  seeing  her  before  a  month  is  out.  for 
now  that  I  have  met  you,  you  can  materially  assist  me 
to  expedite  matters.  And  I  managed  to  let  your  cousin 
know  by  a  carefully  worded  note,  sent  by  sure  hands, 
that  a  fnend  was  near.    More  I  did  not  dare  say.»» 

"Ah,  it  was  you,  then,  from  whom  she  received  the 
note  old  Tmi  Doyle  spoke  of  to  me !  It  was  given  to 
him  to  give  to  her  by  one  of  Lathom's  boatmen,  who  got 
It  from  some  one  in  Newcastle." 

"That's  right ;  and  the  Newcastle  man  had  it  given 
to  htm  by  a  man  from  Sydney-a  soldier  whom  Patrick 
Montgomery  said  I  could  trust.  I'm  glad  she  received 
It  safely." 

"  And  who  are  the  friends  who  are  doing  all  this  ? " 
inquired  Hewitt  eageriy. 

"Most  of  the  money  has  been  found  by  Walter 
Adair,  of  Boston,  your  cousin's  father's  brother.    He 
hM  rv«n  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  other  Irishmen  in 
theUnited  States  who  have  relatives  undergoing  penal 
•ervitude  in  Tasmania  and  New  South  Wales,  have 
given  another  five  thousand,  of  which  the  father  of  the 
two  Montgomerys  gave  a  thousand,  for  instance.    I  was 
•elected  to  undertake  the  enterprise,  or  rather  I  volun- 
teered  for  it,  for  I  was  in  the  employ  of  Walter  Adair. 
I  was  master  of  one  of  his  ships  in  the  China  trade,  and 
when  he  told  me  of  the  scheme  he  had  afoot,  I  offered 
my  services.    That  was  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  a 
mighty  tedbus  business  it  has  been,  Mr.  Hewitt,  I  c# 
assure  you.    First  of  all,  I  had  to  go  to  Washington  to 
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get  letters  to  the  American  Minister  in  London.  Then 
I  went  to  London,  and  the  Minister,  who  pretty  well 
knew  what  was  the  real  object  I  had  in  view,  took  me  to 
the  Home  Secretary  and  asked  that  facilities  should  be 
given  to  me  to  make  certain  inquiries  in  New  Sorau 
Wales  and  Tasmania  concerning  the  survivors — if  an>  — 
of  a  convict  named  Ascott,  who  was  sent  to  Botany  Hay 
with  the  First  Fleet.  This  Ascott  had  greatly  disti-i- 
guished  himself  in  the  early  days  by  his  braver,  ^her 
the  Sirius,  frigate,  was  wrecked  at  Norfolk  Isk<  id,  h.  1 
been  pardoned  and  rewarded  by  Governor  Phillip,  hjil 
married,  been  given  a  large  grant  of  land,  and  died 
about  twenty  years  after,  leaving  several  children.  Now 
we  knew  that  all  these  Ascott  children  had  left  Australia 
and  settled  in  America,  but  it  suited  us  to  make  the 
Home  Office  believe  that  we  thought  them  to  still  be 
in  Australia  (by  *  we  '  I  mean,  of  course,  Walter  Adair, 
the  relatives  of  the  Montgomerys,  and  myself),  and 
that  as  a  brother  of  the  convict  Ascott  had  died  in 
Philadelphia  intestate,  and  left  a  large  property,  his 
solicitors  were  anxious  to  find  out  the  surviving  members 
of  the  family,  and  had  commissioned  me  to  make 
search  for  them. 

"  At  that  time  the  British  Government  was  spreading 
itself  to  do  nice  things  for  the  United  States,  and  so  I 
had  no  trouble  in  getting  all  the  facilities  I  desired.  I 
was  given  letters  to  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  to  several  other  highly-placed  officials.  From 
London  I  went  to  Batavia  in  one  of  the  East  India 
Company's  ships,  and  at  Batavia  I  took  passage  in  a 
Dutdi  barque — the  Lawoardin — for  Sydney,  and  here 
I  am ;  and  a  very  tedious  affair  it  has  been,  I  can 
assure  you,  and  Pm  heartily  sick  of  it." 
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patMngen  on  board,  and  make  Mil  for  CallM  fc~« 
whrn  ,h.y  can  get  ,o  ,he  Unit«l  W  ^o^l 
*»„  d  have  a,riv«U„  Sydney  a,  I,..,  stVmonlV 
bot  I  have  had  bad  luck  from  the  .tart  I  «».  *^ 
BataWa.  .o  „„  rime,  inatead  of  wWrrim    ^^'l  ~ 

.l.ho»,h  he  did  no.  mind  l^^^ngc^XraX^* 
o^hjj,  month.,  i,  „,  rf.ky»..«,he  autCt  w^: 
b«commg  .u.p,c»u.  of  hi.  rcMd  hanrin,  »  W 
about  the  coa.^  «,{„,  ,„.„  humpbackThSleT  wW 
A.  r...  of  the  American  whaling  11^,  had  u^M^^ 
warf  d^  „on.h,  ago  ,.  the  .perm  whaling  ^„ni^  » 

"  u  '^z!^':r.  '^^^  "•'^"- 

and  yaidi  on  each."  ^'''  "~  ""«* 

bn:t^h:^ito'!:'i?i:r"ri;»''-  •-— .^. 
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Headf.    I  mw  her  teyeral  timet  near  Port  Macquarie.'* 
•*I  trust  the  is  about  there  itill,"  said  Lugard. 
"  MiM  Adair*i  father  it  at  Port  Macquarie,  and,  all  going 
well,  Mitt  Adair  hertelf  will  go  there  before  long— but 
well  talk  about  that  later  on.    Well,  at  I  wat  taying, 
the  captain  of  the  PslmyrM  it  feelbg  nervout.    Naturally 
enough,  he  doetn»t  want  to  have  hit  thip  seized,  and 
find  himtelf  in  gaol  in  Sydney  for  aiding  pritonert  to 
etcape.    Then,  too,  he  hinted  that  he  would  like  to  tee 
tome  money  at  a  proof  of  my  honsJUUs.    Thit  had  to 
be  attended  to ;  it  would  never  do  for  ut  to  be  left  in  the 
lurch.    So  I  left  ^500  with  the  friendt  who  are  working 
with  me  in  Sydney  for  thit  Captain  Carroll,  and  wrote 
him  a  long  letter  at  well,  telling  him  the  caute  of  the 
delay,  and  adding  that  I  thould  certainly  be  back  in 
Sydney  within  eight  weekt,  and  hoped  by  that  time  to 
have  perfected  my  plant.    I  daretay  that  by  thit  time 
the  Pslmyrd  hat  been  in  Sydney  Harbour  for  the  third 
time,  and  the  ^^500  will  quite  tatitfy  Carroll.    I  atked 
him  when  he  next  came  to  Sydney  to  give  out  that  hit 
brig  wat  leaking,  ditcharge  or  tell  what  oU  he  had 
taken,  put  hit  vettel  on  the  beach  tomewhere,  and  take 
a  long  time  over  hit  repairt.    This  will  keep  the  author- 
ities from  putting  a  watch  on  him." 

Hewitt  said  that  he  (Lugard)  had  thought  matters  out 
very  carefully. 

"As  carefully  as  I  could.  But  the  money  is  going, 
and  I  have  barely  a  thousand  pounds  left.  Of  that, 
Carroll  is  to  receive  another  X500— and  Heaven  knows 
what  I  am  to  do  if  I  run  short  at  a  critical  moment." 

Hewitt  laughed.  "  I  can  help  you  considerably.  I 
can  lay  my  hands  upon  lyoo  in  a  few  days.  The 
money  is  safely  planted  on  the  coast  not  far  from  Port 
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kappened  to  meet."  y°"  *"**  ' 

"  But  this  money " 

""•BM.  iiuy  uid  they  were  quite  Mtulie<l  n.k  . 
hundred  pound.  .«*,  ,„d  ^  we  p.„^  b7,  TI? 
good  c.«  th.t  they  did  not  .e.  m'e  pUnt  the  i^^ 
W.  dl  knew  ,k„  ,h,  ^^„,^  ^J  «de-^r*«. 
»nd  w«der»— wou  d  be  out  after  u.  .■  .  ,""r"'™«" 
.hey  do.bl«,  back  inland  tow:!:^:  the  Sad  ^^  W^  " 

rt«&.,r*     ?«  P«"  <'«'!>•  were  new  hand.  I. 
but  .ttrvm,  when  I  e«ne  .cn».  them.    tb»y  h«J 
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•tolen  their  lionet  from  Cockburn't  Gwalior  cattle 
itation  on  the  Hastings  River,  their  arms  from  a  road 
party,  and  were  thinlcing  of  trying  to  reach  Newcastle. 
Poor  beggars,  I'm  sorry  for  them." 

Lugard  listened  with  the  greatest  interest  to  Hewitt's 
story  of  his  surprise  of  the  Edith.  Seven  hundred 
pounds  would  be  liktiy  to  prove  of  the  greatest  use  to 
him,  and  so,  after  some  consideration,  he  said  he  would 
use  the  morey  if  occasion  demanded  it. 

"  I  am  <]|uite  aware  that  I  am  asking  you  to  let  me 
have  the  use  of  the  proceeds  of  a  robbery,"  he  said, 
"  but  I  must  not  let  that  stand  in  my  way.  I  daresay 
if  you  had  taken  it  from  private  individuals  I  riiould 
think  twice  befofe  applying  one  sovereign  of  it  to 
further  my  mission.  But  as  matters  stand  we  may  need 
it.  Now,  Mr.  Hewitt,  jujt  listen  carefully  to  me,  and  I 
shall  tell  you  what  I  think  should  be  done.  First  of  all, 
I  should  advise  you  not  ro  attempt  to  see  your  cousin 
—I  suppose  you  are  very  fond  of  her,  by  the  way  ?  " 

Hewitt's  face  flushed.  "  I  have  loved  her  ever  since 
I  was  a  boy  of  twelve,  and  though  I  am  now  a  disgraced 
and  broken  man,  I  have  yet  a  wild  hope  that  in  some 
other  land  I  can  make  her  my  wife.  And  I  am  a 
desperate  mai.  When  I  escaped  from  rhat  hell  upon 
earth— Tasmania— it  was  with  the  one  idea  of  seeing 
her  again.  I  had  heard  that  not  long  after  her  poor 
father  had  been  transported  she  had  followed  him— as 
a  convict  herself." 

Lugard  nodded.  *  It  is  a  sad,  sad  story,  Mr.  Hewitt. 
From  what  her  uncle  Walter  told  me  it  appears  that 
•fter  her  father's  trial  and  conviction  she  made  her  way 
to  Dublin,  and  as  Helen  Cronin  actually  passed  base 
money  for  the  purpose  of  getting  herself  arrested.    And 
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^xc  •  1         *  '    "      good-conduct  '    nnaan^r    *k« 

offiaala  are  very  alert  and  Wn  ♦«  «  pnwner,  the 

But  I  did  .uccMd  in  hearing  about  •  Hrien  Cml:?.' 
from  one  of  the  dviUan  official,  a,  Po«  M.o       " 

Well,  I  tnut  all  wUl  end  happily     nZ,   IT- 
what  I  .ugg..,  you  rf«,„Id  do.     YoT-ay  that  »u^  " 
m«y  .eca„  Udinj-place.  along  the  col«  K  Po^ 
M.c,»a„e  and  the  Manning  Riter  Head,  f »  " 

viewer  r  ^7  '^'°^  P^*"*  '^^•'^  y«"  --«  ^et  a  good 
view  of  the  sea  t  a  place  where  you  could  live  mv  STa 
month,  or  more  if  n**.^  k.   .-/.. .l  "^**  "^  '**'  " 


need  be,  and  wher*  «  boa 
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•ent  ashore  and  hidden  till  it  was  wanted,  or  where  the 
Palmyra  herself  could  come  in  close  to  the  land,  and 
yet  not  be  seen  from  the  Signal  Hill  at  Port  Macquarie  ?  " 
Hewitt  thought  for  a  few  moments. 
"  Yes»  I  know  of  one  place  in  panicular.  It  is  called 
Cattai  Creek,  and  is  in  a  bend  of  the  coast,  thirteen 
raUes  from  Port  Macquarie.  It  is  a  series  of  swamps 
which  connects  with  Lake  Innes.  I  have  often  camped 
there,  and  am  sure  that  no  vessel,  even  with  all  her  sails 
up,  could  be  seen  there  from  the  Signal  Hill." 

"Well,  then,  Hewitt— I'll  drop  the  'Mr.'  now,  I  think 
—you  had  best  make  your  wa>  here,  and  make  yourself 
as  comfortable  as  you  can  till  yo  iee  or  hear  from  roc, 
or  see  the  Palmyra  or  a  boat  from  her  come  ashore! 
Now,  take  this  pencil  and  make  me  a  rough  plan  of 
the  entrance  to  this  Cattai  Creek,  as  near  as  you  can." 

"  You  will  recognise  the  place  by  one  of  the  headlands. 
It  is  a  low,  but  straight  up-and-down  cliff  of  what  looks 
like  stone  but  is  really  only  hard  sand." 
"  Very  well.  Now  let  us  arrange  about  signals." 
This  was  soon  done,  and  then  Lugard  told  his  new 
friend  that  he  (Lugard),  after  he  had  seen  Helen  at 
Waringa,  would  hasten  back  to  Sydney  as  quickly  as 
possible,  "  unless,"  he  added,  "  she  and  I  decide  that  I 
must  first  go  to  Port  Macquarie  and  see  her  father. 
And  I  really  cannot  decide  now  whether  or  not  it  would 
be  better  to  go  there  after  I  leave  Waringa  or  return  at 
once  to  Sydney  and  come  up  here  in  the  Palmyra,  meet 
you  again,  and  then  make  our  final  plans.  So  much 
depends  upon  your  cousin  herself.  If  the  and  your 
uncle  can  be  brought  together  at  Port  Macquarie,  then 
the  rest  wUl  be  made  easy.  Now,  I  think  I  have  said 
all  that  is  necessary.     You  know  aU  about  the  signalling, 


■♦  H*Uh  Adti, 

"jH  yw  do  .ot  m  the  bri,  for  mn  d.  o,  eW« 
*~b,  you  muK  try  «nd  b«  jMiient."  ^^ 

Indeed  I  will  be  patient." 

.'.'  X""  "•  .*".'*  5^"  ""  *"<•  '"»•  "oney  emily  f  •• 
CmS^H.     '"'%'»:?''•"'♦  »  •  •-"■b.  two  -a.,  torn 
f™r^„  "r*"'  "<"  j^'""""  «""  >.  only  eijh,  mije, 
fiom  C.tt«  Creek.    My  ludingi,l,ce  there  will  be  .hZ 

t».b«ed  bluff,  fern  where  I  c,„  «..  „o,  only  .lonT t^ 

h.d^!!l-u        "*"'*'""'''*»«"*»«  yo»-    You 

Wt^Md  t.h,  ,t  to  you,  new  cM,p.  i„  cMe  of  aner- 
P^cr-l  meen  ,n  the  even,  of  our  having  to  m.b 
»  humed  run  from  the  co^ «,." 
"  '  ""''•"•"d."    The.,   ne  added  with  a  lauih.  "  I 

i»oo  from  the  Commiwary    *neral  there." 

of  W  "■".!?;    """•«''' "»«•    And  now  I  think 

flTi  '    '  ""«]!'  "• ''"' '»'»'"  '«•»•  your  drett 

that  you  were  not  a  Govemmen,  «,„.    But  I  thinlTl 
•lull  be  utialied  now  with  my  •  bu.hr.BHn,  •  e^l^f,. 

money  falli  m  my  path."  "wem 

«o«  ri.l.'^'"''  "•  '""''•  '"'  ^tt"*  1^  »  run  no 

•r.^"  H    '""'  '""  "^  P""""  *«'•  »  *«™  l>»«d- 
IJigard  keepmt  ,o  ,h«  road  for  Waringa. 


CHAPTER   IX 


It  was  funtet,  and  on  the  broad  stone  verandah  ol  the 
house    of    Mr.    Commissary-General    Rutland,    which 
overlooked   the  waters  of   Sydney   Harbour,   were   a 
number  of  guests.    Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
chatting  with  the  ladies  were  in  either  naval  or  military 
uniform,  others  were  civilians  whose  position,  irrespec- 
tive of  their  social  qualifications  (or  disqualifications), 
could  not  be  disregarded  by  Mrs.  Rutland,  whatever 
might  have  been  her  inclinations,  and  so  her  "  garden 
dinner  party,"  as  she  called  it,  was  vtry  largely  attended. 
Greatly  to  her  annoyance,  however,  the  expected  lion 
of  the  evening,  the  Governor  himself,  had,  almost  at  the 
last  moment,  sent  an  apology  through  his  secretary : 
"His  Excellency  regretted  that  a  slight  indisposition 
prevented  him,"  &c.,  &c. 

"  Tw  so  vtry  annoying,  Tom,"  said  Mrs.  Rutland  to 
her  husl»nd,  a  big,  clean-shaven  and  good-tempered 
man,  as  she  handed  him  the  Governor's  note,  "  etpeci- 
ally  as  Mr.  Marsbin  has  returned  from  his  journey  up 
country.  Then,  too,  there  are  Mr.  and  Ifrs.  Feilding 
and  Mrs.  Lathom.  I'm  sure  Mr.  Marsbin  will  be  quite 
angry  when  he  comes  and  finds  the  Governor  is  not  here, 
and " 

Rutland   lau-h*^.       «  Do   y^u    i£2Q^   If    ^g   JfQ^   jjyj^ 

MbnUn  was  comiat  I  ** 
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"  Of  coune  he  did.    I  met  If,.  Pe,n^ "  fthe  Cover 
reiJdingt  would  be  here." 

"  !^  .^?*»  "*y  ***•'»  «*»««  accounts  for  the  old  MntU 

IT       'f  r^^^»*    He  doesn't  like  thlpirn  'i 
know,  and  abwiutely  loathes  Fcildin*     A«^  » 

•nd  offentive  about  ten  o'clock." 
Mrt.  RntUnd  dinigged  her  •houldm.    "  i  £„„«-., 

.t^dt^urkhLttSi^r-  '^H««.-riI 

"  Ifartbin  i,  a  f„rf„|  duil-h.ad  htaiMlf.  Row  •   ha 

and  tk«  good-n.t«r«i  CommiMary  g™i„«j.    ..  i  ' ' 
po«  ,h.  ,«t  of  the  family  wU|  ..^  „'p  „  tT,,,,.  '  "P" 
niey  alway,  do.  Tom.    Mr.  and  Mr..  Mclvor  ». 

«  01^2!"?  Pf""?''' "''k  •«"  J"»»«tt.  Mclvo,-" 
bl.»d_^.  bat.  and  a.  da.,  ,.  .  ^,     ^„  ,„  ^^ 

Tli  r-  !."  ,""  ''■"*'«=«'  »"f  <i«r  girl,  to  ,m7 
So  Dougal  and  Ian  and  th.  ■  d«r  girl. '  ar.  likdv  to 
rve  u.  a  mudcal  treat."  '^  " 


dia 


And  I  shall  have  to  take  In  the  deaf  old  _„_„  ., 
ner  *«a  spoil  my  own.  bawling  out  a«r.vers  to  the 
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It't  too  bud  of  you, 


rkUculoiu  quettiont  the  atkt. 
Rom!** 

"  My  Dear  Tom !  How  could  we  leave  them  out  \ 
And  then  the  girls  are  not  to  bad  as  they  look.  Lieutenant 
Wray  always  has  great  fun  with  them,  and  flirts  with 
them  both.** 

"  Wray  would  flirt  with  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
young  woman,  even  if  she  were  as  plain  as  a  deal  board 
—that  is  if  there  was  no  better  material  available.  But 
on  this  occasion  you  wUl  find  that  the  Mclvor  girls  won*t 
see  much  of  him.  Look  down  there,  by  the  sea- 
wall.** 

Mrs.  Rutland  looked,  and  frowned  slightly.  "  It*s 
rather  rude  of  him  to  take  Mrs.  Lathom  away  from  the 
rest  of  my  guests.  But  he  always  was  a  vtry  thought- 
less, careless  young  man.** 

Rutland  laughed  somewhat  cynically.  He,  like  a 
good  many  other  people  in  Sydney,  suspected  that  there 
had  been  something  mere  than  a  mere  flirtation  between 
the  young  officer  and  the  beautiful  Mrs.  Lathom,  and 
that  now  she  h»iJ  returned  to  Sydney  it  was  pretty  sure, 
he  thought,  fro  be  renewed,  especUlly  as  Lathom  himself 
*^as  oui  of  the  way. 

*•  Both  she  and  he  are  treading  on  dangerous  ground,*' 
he  %,mA  presently,  a^  he  watched  the  lady  and  gentleman 
Srfuntering  i*long  by  the  ses-wall,  which  enclosed  the 
lower  portion  or  th^  Rutland's  grounds.  "  Lathcm  is 
one  of  >cur  nlow-going  men- in  some  things— but  in  a 
matter  of  that  \m\d  ''--uinX  he  motbncd  towards  Mrs 
Lathom  and  Wr«y-^*  he'd  he  quick  to  act,  once  he 
»u5pe€ted.  And  he'd  break  Wr^y  up  iike  a  cardbc;ird 
k>*^  i!  he  Mwx  u^\  him  our  sud  stiooi  Mm,  or  run  him 
through.*" 


!  ■     if"; 


>  1' 


^^tn,  Rntland  gave  a  shiver     "  Wk.*  -  .ki_ 

.nd  tn..t.  h.r  .00  implicitly.    I  iuJT^^7, 
.h.  lud  .  cUld  ,0  ««  for  .„d  ,0  .toTot  iollJtl,'' 

Bi.  .Her.  u  .  H-n.W." W"vti„rr  utL:' 

kui  Ho^rL  1.^  "*.  "T  j'  "»y  *>»•«  «»w. 

— ^  ""■  ""'IP***  tMBip  o(  a  IfacMtuay  look 
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cart  of  that.    They  are  only  catting  bread  upon  the 
waters— to  get  it  back  seventy-fold." 

"Surely  Colonel  Macartney  and  Mr.  FeUding  would 
not  lead  him  on  to  play  I  " 

"Lead  him !  He  doesn't  want  any  leading,  and  he 
thinks  he  s  as  smart  as  they  are.  Macartney  is  a  pretty 
shady  fellow,  and  left  the  Company's  service  in  India 
somewhat  hurriedly.  I  .m  told-in  fact,  he  and  Feilding 
will  rook  Wray  to  a  dead  certainty.  And  he  deserve! 
It ;  but  I  daresay  he  would  rook  them  if  he  knew  how  to 
do  It.  And  then  the  Commissary  walked  off  to  the 
rest  of  his  guests. 

.k^^^i^'^u  *"  'V^  °'^*'**  •^'"'y  '°  «^«n  tWnk 
that  they  had  been  observed  by  their  host  and  hostess. 

Mrs  Lathom  and  Wray  took  their  way  along  the  sea- 
wall  till  they  reached  a  path  thickly  bordered  on  each 
side  by  shrubbery,  and  where  they  could  not  be  discerned 
from  the  house.  Then  Wray  drew  Mrs.  Lathom  to  him 
and  kissed  her  passionately. 
"  Six  months.  Ida.    Six  long  months  since  I  last 

7^T'  ;.-.•  ^««' ^^«'«  "  •  ««  here,  at  the 
end  of  the  walk,  where  we  can  at  least  have  ten  minutes' 

"Oh.  Maurice.  Maurice.  I  am  so  frightened  that 
wme  one  may  come.  And  yet  I  am  not  frightened. 
But  I  have  been  so  unhappy,  and  now  almost  the  first 
thing  I  hear  u  that  you  are  going  away.  And  you 
never  even  wrote  and  told  me." 

"  How  could  I.  dearest,  when  I  only  heard  of  my  luck 
•  few  days  ago  f »  he  replied,  as  with  his  arm  around 

v''  Z^,}^  ^'  ^"^  ^^  •««^'"  «<*  then  I  heard  fmm 
the  Feiidmgs  that  you  would  be  in  Sydney  in  a  few 
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ti/'°"'  '^^  ^:^^^^''    ^^  y°"  "°^  ««  ^y  letter 
telling  you  that  I  was  coming  ?  »  e         / 

mol?"  ^'"  ^?'"  ^  ^^^  ^~"^  y°"  ""»«  to  me  a 
month  ago,  and  you  said  nothing  about  your  coming 

Mrs.  Lathom's  face  paled.    "I  do  hope  it  has  not 

castle."  ^^"^^  "  '"^  ^  ''"^"''  ^°y  '°  P^^'  *^  N«^- 

"  Don't  be  distressed,  Ida.     It  will  turn  up  safely. 

thfrf/'  ""m^  ^'^  'f  "^^  ^""'^*^«  «^  ^Ws  moment ; 
the  mails  from  Newcastle  are  often  very  irregular.    Now 

hsten  to  me,  dearest.  ,  I  have  much  to  say  to  you,  and 

yet  had  you  not  come  to  Sydney.  I  could  not  have  dared 

to  have  wntten  it.    To-morrow,  however,  we  must  meet 

somewhere   where   we   can   be   undisturbed.     For  the 

and  kissed  her-"  I  must  be  content  with  being  with 
you  for  a  few  minutes,  and  to  tell  you  what  I  suppose 
you  have  already  heard-my  brother  has  died  and  left 
me  something  hke  thirty  thousand  pounds." 
"  I  am  glad,  Maurice,  very  glad  for  your  sake-but  I 

Jl  '^•"'""^T"  "^"^  **"  P"'  ^'  "P«  to  her  e.r, 
and  whispered  a  few  words. 

She  looked  at  him,  and  her  hands  trembled.  "Not 
that  Maunce,  not  that.  Much  as  I  love  you,  do  not, 
ask  me  to  do  that;  »  and  then  she  wept  in  earnest,  «  Oh 
why  did  we  not  meet  before  ?  "  »       " 

«  Because  Fate  denied  us,  Ida,  dear;  but  now  there 
IS  nothing  to  prevent  our  future  happiness.  Surely. 
Ida  you  will  not  send  me  away  from  you  ^or  ever  t 
If  you  do,  you  would  make  yourself  as  unhappy  as 
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you  would  make  me.    There  is  no  one  in  all  the  world 
so  dear  to  me  as  you,  Ida." 

She  pressed  one  hand  to  her  eyes  and  made  no  answer 
as  Wray,  speaking  quickly,  but  in  low,  passionate 
tones,  urged  his  love  and  devotion  ;  and  then  he  gently 
took  her  hand  away,  and  made  her  look  at  him. 

"Come,  Ida,  dearest,  look  up.  I  thought  to  see 
those  dear  eyes  of  yours  lighten  with  joy  at  my  news^ 
mstead  of  fUling  with  tears.  I  know  you  love  me,  and 
will  not  send  me  away,  to  go  to  the  devil— as  I 'shall 
if  you  cast  me  off." 

"  Oh,  Maurice,  Maurice,  you  are  very  cruel  to  me  ! 
You  know  I  have  never  loved  any  one  but  you.  But 
I  am  afraid,  horribly  afraid  to  do  what  you  ask." 

Again  the  man  pressed  his  suit— knowing  full  well 
that  even  if  she  said  "no"  at  that  time,  that  on  the 
morrow  she  would  yield.  And  in  his  own  selfish  way 
he  loved  her. 

"  Oh,  Maurice,  let  me  go.  I  cannot  talk,  I  cannot 
think  now.  It  is  such  a  terrible  thin/j  to  do.  And 
we  could  never  live  in  England." 

"I  have  no  intention  of  trying  it  dearest.  We 
shaU  live  abroad— the  Continent ;  at  Venice,  Naples, 
Rome— wherever  my  Ida  wishes."  He  stopped,  for 
the  sound  of  voices  came  from  somewhere  near  them. 
"Now  go  back,  dearest ;  and  you  must  let  me  know 
this  evening  where  I  shall  see  you,  my  dariin^ 
to-morrow."  **' 

"I  shall  be  alone  all  to-morrow  afternoon,"  she 
whispered  as  she  rose.  «  I  am  staying  with  the  Grain- 
gers,  and  know  they  are  going  to  Parramatta  in  the 
mormng.  They  asked  me  to  go  with  them,  and  I 
would  not  promise,  as  of  course  I  wanted  to  sec  you 
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finit.  I  rfwll  «y  I  have  a  headache  and  ,tay  at  home 
They  won't  be  back  till  six  o'clock." 

.„■*,/";!  °''°""*.  '""  *'''  """«<'  '«»"«ly  back 
to  the  house,  and  mixed  with  the  other  gucL  and 

devoted  himself  assiduously  to  old  Miss  Jeannem 
Mclvor  and  other  elderly  spinsters,  for  he  ia,  aa  e 
enough  to  cee  that  Mrs.  Rutland  evidently  had  s^me 

^rge^""  "''  """"«  "'"'  «"•  ^"-  - 
Mrs.  Lathom  also  took  care  not  to  give  cause  for 
comment,  and  left  early  in  ,h.  evening,  saying  that 
she  had  not  yet  quit,  recovered  from  the  So 
the  journey  from  Waringa.  She  was  esconed^^Le 
to   he  Gramgers'  house  on  Dawes  Point  by  Mr.  Dougal 

Not  only  the  most  beautiful,  but  the  mo.t  o/m 

passionate  of  ladies,"  said  the  Co^mis  ary  in "  "h^,  "' 

to  her  as  she  bade  him  good-night.  ^ 

"  Why  the  '  compassionate  '  i  "  she  asked,  with  a 

merry  laugh    for  she  was  wildly  elated  and  exdted 

and  knew  that  her  beauty  and  vivacity  had  not  onlv 

aroused  the  ainiration  of  the  men,  bit  made  neariy 

aU  the  women  jealous  and  re,entful-a„d  that  together 

with   Wray's    passionate   declaration    of   love    which 

"»!  »f  »>''•*''«  i"  her  ears  and  echoing  L'he^'„^ 

^Xi^;S. ""  """• '-'  ^'"' '" "  ''^''•^- 

"  Because."  said  the  Commissary  (who  had  a  great 
sense  of  humour)  "  you  are  taking  away  the  X, 

It  \l  "*  't""  ""  "'"«"  '8°  "h"  you  filled 
lum  wxth  joy  by  accepting  him  a,  an  e«irt.    The 
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fote  i.  a  direct  incitement  to  murder  to  a  fat  old  man 

and  off«r  to  play  to  you  and  the  Graingers  for  an  hour 
or  so^tis  a  mllmg  beast  with  its  fl»te-and  the  other 
was  that  when  he  comes  back  here,  after  seeing  you  home 
he  won't  be  able  to  find  it,  and  rve  shall  escape/' 

Mrs.  Rutland  came  up. 

"  Oh,  M«.  Lathom,   I  qui,,  forgot  ,o  ask  you-' 
howdKi  you  hW  Mr.  Lugard.    Tom,  h.r.,  has  never 
ceasjd  tallang  of  him.    He  certainly  "s  a  Cery  gentk- 
manly  man— for  a  merchant  seaman." 

"I  Uked  him   very  much   indeed,   Mrs.    Rutland 

for  two  day.   and  then  resumed  hi,  journey  to  Port 

ani^l?'"p*^M?*""''l'''  """P^wd  by  Mr.  Feilding, 

httle  man  ™h  protruding  eyes  and  a  vile,  twisting 
mouth,  was  already  somewhat  unsteady  on  hi,  feet 

..jppmg  over   h.,   own   pedal    extremities.    Marsbin, 
who  wa.  a  more  seasoned  and  judicious  toper,  ben 
gracefuUy  over  the  hand  extended  to  him 

Good-night,  my  dear  Mrs.  Lathom.  Your  early 
departure  ,s,  I  know,  necessitated  by  the  fatigue  you 
have  undergone  on  your  joumey-or.  may  I  be  ^r- 

husband  for  j^ur  safe  convey,nce  to  Sydney.    And 
I  am  rejoiced  u,d^  ,„  ,..  ,ha,,  despite  that  fatigue 
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your  bright  eyes  have  lost  none  of  their  brillancy 
nor  your  fair  cheeks  any  of  the  glow  of  youth  and  beauty! 
Hum,  ha  !  "  ^ 

Half  an  hour  later,  Mrs.  Lathom  was  in  her  bed- 
room, where  Helen  was  awaiting  her. 

"Oh,  Helen,  I  am  so  tired,  and  yet  I  don't  feel 
a  bit  sleepy.  I  have  had  such  a  delightful  evening. 
And  you  too,  Helen  !  How  nice  you  look  to-night. 
Sometimes  you  look  quite  pretty— you  really  do.  And 
ever  smce  we  left  Waringa  you  have  seemed  so  diflFerent, 
and  so  much  more  contented." 

Helen  turned  her,  dark,  quiet  eyes  upon  her  mistress. 
I  am  much  more  contented,  madam,   for  I  feel 
much  happier." 

"  Why,  Helen  ?  Do  tell  me.  Tell  me  when  you 
are  domg  my  hair.  Have  you  a  lover  in  Sydney  ? 
You  can  trust  me,  Helen,  tvery  woman— that  is  a 
young  and  p/etty  woman— must  have  a  lover.  Don't 
you  think  so,  Helen  ?  " 

"  I  have  no  lover,  madam.  But  I  am  very  happy 
now."  ^^^ 

"  Of  course  you  are,  now  you  are  away  from  Waringa. 
Helen,  I  hate,  I  hate  Waringa.    Now  do  my  hair." 


CHAPTER  X 

Helen  wa.  indeed,  as  she  had  told  Mrs.  Lathom, 
much  happier  for  not  only  had  old  Tun  given  h^ 
Vincent  Hewitt's  message,  but  she  had  seen  Lugard  and 
he^had  told  her  that  which  had  filled  her  achi^  heart 

When  the  handsome  young  American  arrived  at 
Wannga  he  was  received  most  hospitably  by  Lathom. 
who,  although  he  was  busied  in  making  preparation,  for 
his  wife  s  departure,  was  really  pleased  to  meet  him, 

was  ennrely  fictitious ;  and  Lugard  for  the  fir«  rime 
inwardly  resented  the  duplicity  he  had  now  to  practise 
upon  a  man  of  such  an  open  and  unsuspicious  nit.  re  a. 
his  host.  He  therefore  sought  to  salve  his  conscience 
as  much  as  possible  by  taking  the  earUest  opportunity 

tinn  K  "^"".^y  K^f  «d»  tJ^t  he  would  gain  the  informa- 
tion he  desired  either  from  the  prison  records  at  Port 
Macquane  (where  tiie  elder  Ascott  had  once  lived) 
or  by  a  further  and  more  extended  research  in  Sydney 
TTus  he  did  so  as  to  avoid  discussing  the  matter  vnih 
i^tnom,  whose  eagerness  to  assist  him  in  his  «  search  " 
made  him  feel  botii  uncomfortable  and  ashamed 
«e  had  not  to  wait  long  before  he  both  saw  and  spoke 

95 


96 


'  s 


i  ! 


/ 


!!ii 


Helen  Adair 


*?.^!*"~'°'  *°°^  ■^^*'  ^«  ^«<J  *>««»  •liown  to  his  room 
old  Tim  tapped  at  the  door. 

"  The  masther  thought  ms^be  yeM  like  a  bath,  yer 
honor  There  is  a  bath-hou«e  just  beyant,  sor,  over  near 
the  ind  av  the  verandah.    Shall  I  show  ye,  sor  I  ** 

"Thank  you,"  replied  Lugard.  "  I  shall  be  very 
glad  mdeed  to  get  rid  of  the  dust ;  »  and  then  he  noticed 
that  the  old  man  was  lame,  and  instantly  remembered 
he  was  the  person  of  whom  Vincent  Hewitt  had  spoken 
as  having  promised  y6  convey  a  message  to  Helen 

"  Are  you  Tim  Doyle  ?  »  he  said  quickly. 

*'  Yes,  yer  honor."    ' 

"  Then  you  arc  a  man  I  can  trust.  I  met  Mr.  Hewitt 
a  few  hours  ago,  and  he  told  me  you  would  help  me." 

!!  Jf  ^*  ^^^^*  y*'  ^^^^  ^  "  ask«d  Tim,  eagerly. 

"  Quite  safe.  But  I  cannot  talk  to  you  now.  I  want 
you  to  tell  Helen  Cronin  that  the  friend  who  sent  her 
the  note  the  other  day  is  here,  and  must  see  her  as  soon 
as  possible.  She  must  tell  you  where  she  will  meet  me. 
You  will  not  fail  me  ?  " 

"  Indade  I  will  not,  yer  honor,"  replied  Tim  in  low 
tones ;  and  then  he  led  the  way  to  the  bath-room,  not 
danng  to  ask  Lugard  any  further  questions,  for  other 
servants  were  about.  Helen,  he  knew,  was  in  the 
room  used  as  a  laundry,  so  he  hurried  quickly  away 

Lugard*s  apartment  was  fortunately  situated  at  the 
extreme  end  of  the  verandah,  and  some  distance  from 
those  occupied  by  Dr.  Haldane  and  Mr.  Marsbin,  who 
were  not  then  in  the  house,  having  gone  to  visit  the 
Uuarnes ;  so  Tim,  as  soon  as  he  saw  that  Lugard  had 
finished  his  bath,  limped  along  in  front  of  him,  carrying 
the  visitor's  boots,  which  he  had  hurriedly  cleaned 
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"  Ycr  honor's  boots,"  he  said,  as  he  entered  the 
room  ;  and  then  he  smiled  and  added— 

"  She  sends  her  heart's  thanks  and  compliments  to 
your  honor,  nd  if  your  honor  wiU  come  wid  me  at  six 
o  clock  this  evening,  PU  take  ye  to  a  place  on  the  path 
leading  to  the  creek,  where  sheTI  be  waiting  for  ye  an» 
where  ye  can  talk  for  an  hour  or  more,  as  the  captain 
an  Mrs.  Lathom  are  going  ridin*  an'  won't  be  back  till 
past  seven  o'clock.  An'  wiU  your  honor  make  good 
fnends  wid  Russ,  the  dog,  as  he  is  sure  to  follow  her  " 

"  Give  her  my  thanks,  and  tcU  her  that  I  won't  forsret 
about  the  dog,  Tim."  * 

It  was  then  five  o'clock,  and  as  soon  as  Lugard 
entered  the  dining-room  he  was  introduced  to  Mrs 
Lathom  by  her  husband. 

"  You  must  not  think  us  discourteous,  Mr.  Lugard,  in 
leaving  you  for  an  hour  or  two  before  dinner,"  said 
Lathom,  "  but  my  wife  wishes  to  make  a  short  round  of 
visits  to  some  of  our  neighbours,  as  she  leaves  for  Sydney 
to-morrow.  We  shall  return  soon  after  seven  with  Mr. 
Marsbm  and  Dr.  Haldane.  who  have  ridden  over  to  the 
Uuames." 

Lugard  begged  them  not  to  be  concerned  about  him 
and  said  that  he  would  take  a  stroU  along  the  banks  of 
the  creek  until  their  return.  So  after  Mrs.  Lathom  had 
had  tea  brought  in,  she  and  Lathom  rode  off,  much  to 
the  satisfaction  of  their  visitor,  who  until  nearly  six 
o  clock  whiled  away  the  time  with  Lieutenant  Willet 
whom  he  discovered  in  his  quarters  engaged  in  eatine 
an  enormous  water-melon. 

Russ,  who  had  been  "  introduced "  to  Lugard  by 
Lathoni  had  taken  very  kindly  to  the  American,  and 
had  followed  him  to  Willet's  quarters,  the  poor  dog 
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knowing  that  Mrs.  Lathom  hated  to  have  him  following 
his  master  whenever  she  was  with  him. 

Leainng  Lieutenant  >yillet,  Lugaid  ttroUed  towards 
the  stables.    Tim  was  awaiting  him,  and  the  two  walked 
•lowly  down  the  road  till  they  reached  the  track  that  led 
more  directly  than  the  road  to  the  river,  and  in  a  few 
mmutes  they  were  quite  out  of  sight  of  any  one  coming 
from  or  going  to  the  house.    The  evening  was  very 
calm  and  quiet,  and  as  the  old  man  limped  beside  him, 
Lugard  could  not  but  be  impressed  by  the  beauty  of  the 
scene,  for  the  rugged  range  to  the  westward  of  Waringa, 
wbch  had  looked  so  grim  and  forbidding  an  hour  or  two 
before,  was  now  bathed  in  the  yeUow  rays  of  the  sunken 
sun,  and  far  to  the  northward  the  forest-clad  spurs 
were  fast  changing  from  a  dull  and  misty  green  to 
a  nch  and  glorious  purple.    Then,  as  they  emerged 
upo«  a  cleared  space,  the  silvery  waters  of  a  dear  stretch 
of  Warmga  Creek  lay  before  them  like  a  huge  mirror  of 
bunushed  silver,  on  which  a  flock  of  black  swans  floated 
almost  motionless. 

"  I  can  leave  ye  now,  yer  honor.**  said  Tim  ;  "see 
there  is  Miss  Helen  standing  beside  that  big  grey  gum' 
on  the  bank.  I'll  stay  here  and  let  you  know  if  any  one 
should  be  comm' along.    Come,  Russ,  me  bhoy  " 

Lugard  advanced  to  the  quiet  giriish  figure  that 
awaited  him  beside  the  tree,  and  raised  his  hat 

"Miss  Adair,"  he  said  simply,  « I  am  venr,  very 
glad  to  meet  you."  ^ 

"And  I  you,  Mr.  Lugard,"  she  said  trembKngly,  as 
she  put  her  little  sunburnt  hand  in  his,  and  raised  her 
dark  eyes  to  his  face  :  «  your  message  has  made  me  very 
happy.  Will  you  tell  me  quickly,  please,  about  my 
father.     Is  he  well  ?  "  ^ 
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"  Ye»— as  far  as  I  know,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  nbt 
be  long  before  you  will  see  him.  But  I  have  quite  a 
long  story  to  tell  you,  Miss  Adair.  Are  we  safe  from 
interruption  here  ? " 

"  Quite.  No  one  but  Captain  and  Mrs.  Lathom  and 
I  ever  use  this  path.  A  little  further  on  there  is  a  fallen 
tree,  where  we  can  sit  down." 

She  led  the  way,  and  as  soon  as  she  had  seated  herself 
turned  her  face,  now  aglow  with  suppressed  excitement, 
to  the  American,  whose  manner  was  very  respectful 
and  sympathetic. 

"  I  must  tell  you  first  of  all,  Miss  Adair— before  I 
speak  of  myself  and  my  mission  to  your  father  and  you— 
that  only  a  few  hours  ago,  by  great  good  fortune,  I  met 
your  cousin  Vincent." 

"  So  Tim  toid  me  j  "  and  then  she  blushed  deeply. 
"  Of  course  I  had  not  the  most  remote  idea  who  it  was 
that  came  to  the  house  last  night  until  Tim  gave  me  his 
message  very  early  this  morning.  It  seems  that  he  had 
been  hiding  in  the  ti-tree  scrub  on  the  creek  nearly  all 
the  previous  day,  endeavouring  to  see  Tim,  whom  he 
knew  could  be  trusted,  so  as  to  send  a  message  to  me,  but 
did  not  succeed  till  nearly  midnight.  Then  Tim  urged 
him  to  wait  until  the  morning,  but  my  cousin  was  too 
impatient.  The  sentry  would  certainly  have  seen  him 
had  he  approached  the  house  any  closer ! " 

"  Ah  well,  it  will  not  be  long,  I  trust,  before  he  does 
meet  you,"  said  Lugard  kindly.  "  Now  let  me  tell  you 
who  I  am  and  what  has  brought  me  here." 

Then  he  told  in  more  ample  detail  all  that  he  had 
related  to  Hewitt,  adding  that  he  was  pleased  that  Helen 
was  going  to  Sydney,  as  it  would  greatly  facilitate 
matters. 
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tZ  V°li?^*'*  ""^  '^''  ^;  ^"«""^  '^'  »^  ^«»  «y  "ten- 
uon  to  thit  very  day  ask  Captain  Lathom,  who  ha. 

&een  moat  kind  to  me,  to  let  me  leave  his  service,  if 
Mrs.  Cartwright,  of  Port  Macquarie,  would  let  me  enter 
L  i/'  t"  *  *""«"*^  *  •«'^«nt.    I  would  not  dare  to 
?*f-j     .  ^^'»°"»-»*»«  ^o"^d  never  consent.    And  when 
I  did  ask  him.  I  meant  to  tell  him  my  real  name  and  my 
miserable  story,  for  I  am  sure  he  would  not  only  be 
•ympathetic,  but  grant  my  request,  if  he  possibly  could 
do  so     In  fact,  I  should  have  told  him  why  I  wanted  to 
go  to  Port  Macquarie  when  I  was  first  assigned  to  Mrs. 
Lathom,  but  I  dreadW  to  do  that,  for  fear  that  if  I  was 
jent  there  and  the  authorities  discovered  I  was  not 
Helen  Cronin,  but  the  daughter  of  John  Adair,  it  would 
jerhaps  result  m  my  poor  father  being  transferred  back 
to  Sydney,  or  even  some  more  distant  place,  and  that  I 
might  never  see  him     Mr.  Marsbin,  the  clergyman  who 
IS  now  staying  at  Waringa,  has  the  greatest  detestation 
of  Irish  pnsor-rs,  and  unfortunately  he  has  such  a  verv 
great  mfluence  with  the  Home  Office  that  the  colonial 
offlaals  will  do  almost  anything  he  wishes." 

"  Surely  the  fellow  would  not  attempt  io  prevent  a 
daughter  from  neeting  her  father !  " 

T  "  ^A  ^"^c  -nT  J^'  ""^'^  ^""^^  ^^^  ^^«°  that,  Mr. 
Lugard.  Still  I  have  heard  Captain  Lathom  say  that 
the  man  is  not  cruel  by  nature,  but  only  an  unreasoning 
bigot  and  a  fanatical  beHever  in  the  lash  as  a  cure  for 
all  offences." 

"  What  a  brute ! »  was  Lugard's  comment.  « I 
heard  a  good  deal  of  him  in  Sydney.  What  is  the  cause 
of  his  antipathy  to  Irishmen  in  particular  ?  " 

"  I  cannot  tell ;  but  his  dislike  to  them  is  notorious, 
especially  to  those-of  course  I  mean  prisoners-who 
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•re  Roman  Cathoiics.  And  although  my  father  and 
myielf  and  all  our  branch  of  the  Adair  family  are 
Protestants,  our  very  names  would  be  repellent  to  him, 
for  "—and  here  for  the  first  time  a  smile  lit  up  her  beauti- 
ful face— "both  branches  are  strongly  imbued  with 
the  rebel  taint.  My  paternal  grandfather  was  deeply 
involved  in  the  troubles  of  '98,  and  only  escaped  death 
or  a  long  imprisonment  by  fleeing  to  France,  where  he 
died;  another  relative  fought  at  and  was  killed  at 
Vinegar  Hill,  and  my  own  unfortunate  father  was, 
as  you  know,  transported  for  publishing  seditious 
pamphlets,  and  my  poor  cousin  Vincent,  then  hardly 
more  than  a  boy,  for  being  concerned  in  the  same 
offence." 

"  It  is  very  sad,  Miss  Adair,  that  you  should  have  to 
suffer  as  well." 

"I  have  tried  hard  not  to  think  of  myself,  Mr. 
Lugard,"  she  said  simply.  "  Some  day,  perhaps,  when 
—oh,  how  it  makes  my  heart  leap  to  think  of  it  .'—when 
you  and  my  father  and  poor  Vincent  and  myself  are 
sailing  away  together  from  this  dreadful  land,  I  shall 
tell  you  my  story.  Sometimes  it  seems  to  me  when  I 
think  of  it  that  I  am  really  Helen  Cronin,  *  Number 
7089,'  and  no  one  else,  and  that  the  Helen  Adair  of 
the  old,  happy  days  in  Annalong  is  only  a  fantasy  of  my 
disordered  mind." 

She  ceased  speaking,  and  Lugard,  seeing  that  she 
was  struggling  bravely  to  restrain  her  tears,  assisted  her 
by  at  once  becoming  practical,  and  continuing  certain 
instructions. 

"  Now,  Miss  Adair,  this  is  what  I  shall  do  :  I  shall 
go  on  to  Port  Macquarie  and  see  your  father,  and  tell 
him  of  the  arrangements  I  have  made  with  your  cousin 
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Hewitt.  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  seeing  and  con- 
versing  with  him,  as  my  letters  from  the  Sydney 
authorities  will  give  me  ample  facilities  to  prosecute  my 
Ascott  mqumes.  Your  cousin,  who  is  already  on  his 
way  back  to  the  Port  Macquarie  district,  will  arrive 
there  before  me  and  I  shall  probably  see  him  also,  as  I 
can  easily  find  his  hiding-place,  which  I  shall  carefuUy 
describe  to  yo.r  father.    I  shall  try.and  arrange  matteir 

vonrTJ"  'T  "'  '^'/'^'^y''  appears  on  the  coast 
your  father  will  escape  from  the  town  during  the  night 
and  make  his  way  td  your  cousin's  retreat.    There  he 
wiU  be  perfectly  safe,  even  if  the  Palmyra  should  be 
delayed  for  a  week  or  longer.    As  for  myself,  I  shall 
return  to  Sydney  from  Port  Macquarie  as  quickly  as 
possible  so  as  to  see  Captain  Carroll,  and,  al  you  wiU 
De  tHere,  I  can  then  easily  communicate  with  you,  as  of 
course  I  shall  call  'to  see  Mrs.  Lathom.'    All  going 
weU   I  hope  to  see  both  you  and  Patrick  Montgomery 
safely  on  board  the  Palmyra  within  a  few  days  after  I 
return.     You  will  always  be  prepared  ?  » 

"  ]l^''^  I  f^l-    Oh,  Mr.  Lugard,  you  have  made  me 
feel  like  a  girl  of  ten." 

"  I  may  have  to  turn  you  into  a  boy  of  sixteen  before 
I  get  you  away  from  Sydney,"  said  the  American,  with  a 

mkd /"   ""       ''  ^'"^  ^'""^  '""  ""^  "•    ^°"  ^  °°^ 

"  You  mean  a  disguise.  Oh,  no,  Mr.  Lugard.  But 
how  shall  I  manage  ? "  6  ^ 

"  I  will  see  to  that.  There  is  a  rascally  old  ship- 
chandler  named  Lamont,  who  is  my  agent  in  Sydney, 
and  he  wJl  provide  you  with  the  necessary  clothes! 
You  and  Montgomery  will  have  to  meet  me  at  his 
place.       Then  he  added  with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his 
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brown  eyes — "  I  shall  try  hard  to  avoid  asking  you  to 
cut  o£F  your  hair,  Miss  Adair." 

"  It  would  grow  again.    I  should  not  mind." 

They  remained  conversing  till  Lugard,  looking  at 
his  watch,  saw  that  it  was  nearly  seven  o'clock. 

"  I  must  return  to  the  house  now,  Miss  Adair.  And 
as  I  shall  not  probably  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
to  you  again  before  I  leave  to-morrow  morning,  I  shaU 
now  bid  you  good-bye  till  we  meet  again." 

She  put  out  both  hands  to  him,  and  her  eyes  filled 
with  tears. 

"  You  have  made  me  very,  very  happy,"  she  said. 

Lugard  raised  her  left  hand  to  his  lips  and  bent 
low  over  it. 

"  You  do  me  great  honour,  Miss  Adair.  And  I  am 
proud  to  be  of  service  to  you." 

Late  that  night,  as  Lugard,  after  bidding  good-night 
to  his  host  and  hostess  and  the  other  guests,  walked 
along  the  verandah  to  smoke  a  pipe  before  turning  in,  he 
saw  a  light  in  Helen's  room,  and  knew  she  was  writing 
a  long  letter  to  her  father,  which  she  was  to  send  to  him 
by  Tim  in  the  morning. 

The  sailor  leant  against  one  of  the  verandah  posts, 
hands  in  pockets,  and  looked  at  the  shadow  of  Helen's 
figure  silhouetted  against  the  blind.  Then  he  spoke  to 
himself — 

"  That's  her  shadow.  And  she  can  only  be  a  shadow 
to  you,  Mr.  Jim  Lugard.    So  don't  be  a  dreaming  fool." 
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tiirough  the  fragmentary  remains  of  his  teeth 

o'docl,  i.  was  «„;.  theyTdl:;;'::''  "  "  ""  """ 

to-night "  he  tImJa  ■       ^    '  "'"'"■  ■"  «°°«  <">« 
d  Jfi^'hi.ti;;f'  '"  ""  """•  """  unmistakably 
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Bfrs  Lament  chd  not  bear  much  resemblance  to  her 
husband,  as  so  often  occurs  with  some  married  couples 
whose  interests  in  life  are  identical ;  for,  while  he  was 
thm  and  scraggy,  and  wore  garments  that  a  rag-picker 
would  not  have  rushed  at  with  frantic  haste  if  /e  found 
liw  ""  ^^^%8"«".  «he  was  fat  and  unpleasantly  coarse- 
looking    and  her  dress  of  soiled  green  sUk  was  ^t 

ri  /iir'*°l'°'  ^  '^"  ^^"^  °^  «  °^^«"ve  gold  chain, 
which  fell  from  her  neck  to  her  ample  waist,  and  her  f« 
fingers  were  covered  with  rings,  the  brilliancy  of  the 
gems  m  wluch-diamonds  and  rubies-were  only  out- 

Well,  Rachel,"  said  the  ship-chandler,  as  he  seated 

fS  ^A  "  '"PP^^^!'^^'  ^^^  -«3  in  a  comfortably 
furnished  apartment  looking  out  into  the  street,  «  busi- 
ness was  better  to-day." 

"  I>ot  vas  good.  Mo,"  and  Mrs.  Lamont's  beady  black 

«?Jr  v1  ^PP"^«^y  ««  »h«  poured  out  the  tea ; 
vas  It  mit  der  captam  of  the  Leeuwarden  f  " 

Lamont  nodded.    "Yes,   with  him,  and  with  the 

3^?f  ^^nf^l'' '°°-     They  were  both  here  to-day.    I 
sold  the  Dutchman  a  suit  of  condemned  sails  for  his 

transport,  and  sold  'em  to  him  for  /60" 
"  Got  de  monish  ?  " 

Ca3^'  ^°  •^''"  ''^.'  ""^  ^^'^  ^""^^^ '    Then  Captain 
UiToll  came  m  on  that  particular  business,  which  will 
be  finished  pretty  soon  now,  and  I  bought  his  whale  oil 
-a  hundred  barrels,  and  sold  it  again  to  Doyd  &  Co 
at  a  profit  of  fifty  per  cent."  X«  «  w). 

"Ah,  Mo,  vat  a  peety  ve  haven't  got  no  son  mit  your 
prams  to  carry  on  the  pizness." 
"  I>o  you  think  I'm  going  to  die  nght  away  ? " 
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snapped  the  old  man.    «  Well,  then,  besides  that,  Pvc 
got  a  letter  from  that  other. Yankee  who  is  in  the  game 
with  the  skipper  of  the  Palmyra,  and  he  tells  me  that  I 
may  expect  him  in  Sydney  to-morrow,  and  that  he 
wants  me  to  have  some  suits  of  clothes  ready." 
"  Vat  vill  you  make  out  of  the  whole  pizness.  Mo  ?  " 
"  Don't  know  yet.    That  fellow  Lugard  is  a  hard  nut 
to  crack,  Rachel.    But  so  far  I  have  had  a  hundred  from 
him  on  account,  and  think  I  shall  get  another  out  of 
him  when  the  people  he  has  come  for,  are  safe  on  board 
the  Palmyra:'  ' 

Mrs.  Lamont  bent  over  to  her  worthy  spouse.  «*  Vat  a 
pcety  it  is,  dot  ven  you  haf  got  the  monish  you  can't 
blow  the  gaff  on  him  quietly,  and  get  the  reward." 

"  Don't  be  a  fool,  Rachel.  Do  you  think  Pm  going 
to  run  myself  into  danger  ?  Why,  if  I  was  to  play  the 
double,  I  get  ten  years  in  irons  on  Cockatoo  Island  at 
the  least.  No,  and  besides  that,  I  do  a  pretty  good 
business  with  the  prisoners  year  in  and  year  out,  and 
hope  to  do  a  lot  more." 

Mrs.  Lamont  sigh  ^  «  Veil,  you  know  pest,  Mo,  my 
tear.  But  it  does  w.  u  a  peety— ven  you  think  of  the 
reward  that  will  be  offered.  How  many  are  peoples 
there?"  *^    ^ 

"  Four  ;  three  men  and  a  woman." 

"Dot  vould  be  two  hundred  poundts.  Mo.  Vifty 
poundts  a  head.  Don't  it  seem  sinful  dot  ve  can't 
ged  it  ?  " 

"  And  I  should  get  knocked  on  the  head  for  it  some 
dark  night,  even  if  the  Government  didn't  do  anything 
to  nie,"  retorted  the  ship-chandler.  "  Now,  don't  go  on 
talking  about  things  you  don't  understand,  but  get 
supper  over.    I  told  you  I  expected  a  visitor.    Put  my 
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oflice  a  bit  straight,  and  leave  some  glasses  and  a  bottle 
of  the  best  French  brandy  on  the  table." 
"  Ah,  then  it  is  Mr.  Wray  who  was  comin*." 
Lamont  grinned  and  nodded.  "  Yes  ;  I  didn't  think 
he'd  come  so  soon,  though.  I  got  a  note  from  him  this 
mormng  telling  me  that  he  wanted  to  see  me  on  im- 
portant business.  When  he  comes,  lock  the  front  door 
and  put  out  the  lights." 

A  f«ir  minutes  after  eight  o'clock  gunfire,  Mrs.  Lamont 

opened  the  street  door  to  Lieutenant  Maurice  Wray 

who  was  in  plair^  clothes.    He  was  in  excellent  spirits' 

and  saluted  the  fat  Jewess  with  such  cordiality  that  she 

imagined  he  had  been  dining  well  (most  people  "  dined  " 

at  six  o'clock  in  the  old  colonial  days),  and  felt  assured 

that  her  husband  would  do  «  good  pizness  "  with  the 

viMtor.    But  in  this  she  was  mistaken,  for  Wray,  who 

was  a  remarkably  astute  young  gentleman,  had  kept  his 

head  perfectly  clear  for  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  Mr. 

Lament,  which  was  of  an  all-absorbent  and  momentous 

natwe  to  him.    Nevertheless  he  paid  Mrs.  Lamont  some 

florid  compliments. 

"I  declare,  Mrs.  Lamont,  that  it  is  a  wonder  to  me 
how  you  contrive  to  look  so  cool  in  such  detestable 
weather.  Being  in  uniform  all  day,  I  longed  for  the 
night  so  as  to  avail  myself  of  cooler  clothing,  and  now,  by 
Jovei  'tis  as  close  and  sultry  as  it  was  at  noonday,  when 
^ptam  Frobisher  and  I  marched  our  company  in  from 
Waverley.  Is  it  not  a  detestable  country,  Mrs.  La- 
mont ?  ** 

**  Shockin',  Captain,"  replied  the  lady,  as  she  ushered 
him  m.  « I  often  vish  that  I  vas  voncc  more  pack  in 
old  London  in  the  vinter  time,  a-carryin'  my  father's 
dinner  to  him  from  vere  ve  lived  in  Blackfriars  to  the 
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taaor*.  shop  he  vorkcd  in  at  Duke  Street.  Adelphi ; 
and  she  sighed  genuinely. 

Wray  was  a  curiously  constituted  man,  and  at  that 
moment  his  nerves  were  high  strung.  He  knew  that  the 
woman  bore  as  bad  a  character  for  trickery  and  all-round 
viUamy  as  her  husband,  but  her  simple  remark  made 
hun  feel  that  after  all  there  was  still  something  good  in 
her  caUous  heart.  And  perhaps  he  might  need  her  aid. 
as  well  as  that  of  her  husband. 

"  Ah  weU,  you'U  go  back  there  some  day,  Bfrs.  La- 
ment, but  instead  o^  walking  you'll  drive  round  in 
your  carnage  and  look  up  your  old  friends.  I  know 
that  you  Jewish  people,  although  you  bleed  us  Christians 
pretty  freely,  are  very  good  to  your  own  poor,  and  I  am 
sure  that  when  you  go  home  a  rich  woman  you  wiU  help 
tHose  who  have  not  been  so  fortunate." 

r  "  ^"^K  f  J*"^*^  P~P^*  ^°  "^<^^  to  vun  another. 

«  ?i°'  ^^^^  P^**'^"^  ^^  *^*  compliment. 

"  Then,  as  I  may  never  see  England  again,  and  have 
never  done  anything  but  think  of  myself  aU  my  life  I 
want  you  to  take  tHse  five  sovereigns  and  spend  thJm 
on  the  poor  Jewish  children  who  work  in  that  big  factory 
•omewhere  near  Battersea.  When  I  was  a  boy  I  used  to 
watch  the  poor  little  beggars  trudging  through  the  snow 
on^rk  winter  mornings,  wet,  cold,  and  I  daresay  hungry  » 

The  woman's  eyes  softened  as  she  slipped  the  money 
mto  her  pocket.  "*«"cy 

Z^"""^  ^^X  ?  shentleman.  Captain,  if  ever  vas.  An' 
sHelp  me  God,  I  von't  do  nodings  improper  vith  your 
money.  I  ^U  give  it  to  Rabbi  Cohen,  of  Battersea. 
•  help  me  God,  I  vill,  and  tell  him  who  sent  it  » 

Wray  smiled  and  nodded,  and  then  entered  the  office 
wiiere  Lamont  awaited  him. 
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"Come  in,  Mr.  Wray,  come  in.  Rachel,  don't  let  ui 
be  disturbed." 

"^*^.'?"'  ^'"^  ^*"  «  n^o'ncnt  pefore  you  begin 
talking  piamess,  my  tear  ;  "  and  the  stout  lady  busded 
off  hurriedly,  returning  a  few  minutes  later  with  a  bottle 
of  champagne,  which  she  placed  on  the  table  beside  the 
brandy.    "  Mo  "  opened  his  eyes  in  wonder. 

"  Id  is  aU  right,  my  tear.  Captain  Wray  has  shust 
given  me  a  handsome  present  for  de  poor  Uddle  Jewish 
children  m  London,  and  I  vant  to  show  him  dot  ve  are 
not  ungrateful.  Id  is  good  vine.  Captain-two  hundred 
and  forty  shillings  the  dozen." 

Wray  laughed.  « Thank  you,  Mrs.  Lamont ;  Pll 
drmk  your  very  good  health  and  prosperity.  Ill  open 
it  at  once  if  you  will  take  a  glass  with  me  ;  "  and  despite 
the  mutely^yed  protest  of  old  "  Mo  "  the  officer  deftly 
prized  off  the  wire,  filled  three  glasses,  and  bowing 
politely  to  the  lady,  repeated  his  good  wishes. 

Then,  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Lamont  closed  the  door  behind 
her,  he  settled  himself  m  Ws  chair  and  went  into  "  busi- 
ness "  without  further  ado. 

"  Now,  look  here,  Lamont,  I  don't  want  to  stay  here 
aU  night  talldng.    IVe  come  to  see  you  on  two  matters. 
Ihe  first  IS  this  :  I  want  five  thousand  pounds  in  cash 
What  will  you  do  it  for  ?    Don't  begin  to  haggle,  but 
come  to  the  point  at  once."  ^^ 

"  Five  thousand  pounds  is  a  large  sum,  Mr.  Wray," 
said  the  old  man,  compressing  his  lips.  «  I  should  have 
some  trouble  in  raising  it.    When  do  you  want  it  ?  " 

'*  Tluit  depends  on  the  second  matter  of  business  on 
which  I  have  come  to  see  you.  If  we  come  to  an  arrange- 
ment on  the  first,  I  shall  want  it  in  a  few  davs ;  if  we 
don't  then,  there  is  an  end  of  it.    I  shall  go  elsewhere  " 
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going  else- 


There  was  such  decision  in  his  voice 
that  Lamont  knew  that  his  threat  of  «go,ng  else- 
where »  was  not  an  idle  one,  and  his  avaricious  soul  shook 
m  Its  miseily  case. 

"  fet  me  consider  a  minute,  Mr.  Wray,"  he  said,  as 
he  picked  up  a  pencil  and  began  to  calculate  on  a  sheet 
of  paper. 

"  You  can  have  the  money  within  forty-eight  hours 
on  these  terms,"  he  said  presently,  and  then  he  named 
them. 

Wray  thought  for  a  few  seconds.  «  That  means  i 
pay  you  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  twelve  months* 
accommodation.  Now,  look  here,  Lamont,  Lloyd's 
people,  who  are  not  money-lenders,  but  merchants,  told 
me  the  other  day  that  I  could  obtain  a  few  thousands 
from  them  any  time  I  wanted  the  money  at  the  ordinary 
rate  of  mterest,  ten  per  cent." 

"  Well,  they  are  friends  of  yours,  you  see,  Mr.  Wray. 
and  they  have  a  right  to  do  what  they  like." 

•  Just  so.  But  now  I'll  be  frank  with  you.  I  don't 
want  to  go  to  them  for  such  a  large  sum  ;  I  don't  want 
It  to  be  known  that  I  have  raised  ^5,000,  and  I  know  I 
can  trust  you  to  mind  your  own  business  in  the  matter. 

So  I'll  close  with  you " 

^^  Lamont  tried  hard  to  conceal  a  smile  of  satisfaction. 

I  never  talk  about  my  clients,  and " 

"  I'll  close  with  you,"  continued  Wray,  « if  you  wiU 
arrange  the  second  matter." 
"  What  is  that  ?  " 

"  Something  that  you  can  easily  do,  and  I  cannot.  I 
mtend  gomg  to  a  South  American  or  other  foreign  port, 
and  want  to  leave  the  colony  quietly,  and  the  sooner  I 
can  do  so  the  better  I  shall  like  it,  and  the  better  it  will 
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be  for  you,  as  I  shall  give  you  a  hundred  for  your  services. 
Now,  you  are  in  the  shipping  business,  and  can  make 
the  necessary  inquiries— I  could  not;  people  would 
wonder  why  I  was  going  to  South  America  instead  of  to 
England.    Do  you  understand  ?  " 

"  Perfectly,"  replied  the  ship-chandler,  as  he  ran  his 
finger  down  a  written  list  of  the  shipping  then  lying  in 
port.  "  Here  are  four  ships  :  the  MathiUe,  brig,  sails 
for  Samarang  in  a  week ;  the  ProUctor,  ship,  for  Cal- 
cutta in  a  week ;  the  Resolution^  ship,  for  Manila  ten 
days ;  the  Leeuwarden,  Dutch  ship,  for  Valparaiso  in 
about  a  week." 

"  Ha,  the  last  one  you  named  I  think  will  do.  Do 
you  know  the  captain  well  ?  Has  she  good  accommoda- 
tion ?  " 

"Yes,  I  have  done  business  with  the  captain,  and 
have  been  on  board  the  ship.  She  has  very  good 
accommodation.  That  Mr.  Lugard,  who  arrived  here 
a  few  weeks  ago,  was  a  passenger  in  her  from  Batavia, 
and  he  told  me  that  she  is  a  fine  ship.  She  was  formerly 
one  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company's  ships." 

"  I  see.     Is  the  captain  a  man  to  be  trusted  ?  " 

"  I'll  guarantee  that,"  said  Lamont,  with  a  sly  smile, 
as  he  thought  of  certain  transactions  which  had  taken 
place  between  himself  and  Captain  Jan  Schouten,  trans- 
actions which  would  not  have  met  with  the  approval  of 
the  Port  Jackson  authorities. 

"Ah,  the  usual  smuggling  work,  I  suppose.  Well 
that  is  nothing  to  me.  Now  I'll  come  to  the  point.  I 
want  you  to  arrange  with  him  for  the  passages  of  a  lady 
and  gentleman  to  Valparaiso.  I  want  the  whole  of  the 
passenger  accommodation — he  must  not  take  any 
others." 
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ti!^""'^-  "«  «"«^  P«.y  -di  »ho  w„ 

« I  don',  Uunfc  i,  „  ,11  likely  .fc,,  ^.^  _ 

«-  l««eng.„  k.ve  Sydney  for  Co,  A^„  ^ 

««e  kundrri  down  .nd  the  other  hundred  »  ^*^ 
dap  h,.  put  to  .ea.  But.  „op  .  moment  TTo^^ 
d«  bdy  may  bring  a  female  a.Ldant.    uL^T^ 

So^, «    **"  •""*"  -^5°-  '^  «^t  "tirfy  .h. 

"  More  than  satisfy  him." 

"  Well,  then,  Lamont,  I  leave  the  matter  to  von      B„. 
y~  mu«  make  him  understand  that  the  Wya'^my^" 

•tap  fare.    You  understand."  «n™ni 

"(Wt^  sir,"  replied  Lamon,  obseooioiMly  •    "bn, 

P^-^-.  »d  wmes  that  will  be  morTaecepulS^ln 
eren  the  very  best  that  a  Dutch  caittain  »,nM     • 
yo»-a.I«s  he  bought  them  from  .S?^  '^^  «"' 
Wray  laughed  at  the  man's  astuteness.    «  Very  welL 
t»mo«t     Send  on  board  all  tha,  you  think  is  ^„ 
up  to  a  hundjed  pounds.    And  .^  tCTS^sT^ 
done  op  nicely.    The  lady  is  not  verv  bJ-L     M 
«ood.night.    You  can  let  me  ZJl  ;^^'^ 
^U  m  detail  when  they  are  completed.  X  ^Z 
how  are  we  to  get  on  board  unobserved  f  »    '^  ""  *"''' 
Leave  that  to  me,  Mr.  Wray.    I  shaD  see  tha,  vou 
2^W^rveryli,t,e-in„nvenience.    OlcJZZ 
^■««««'A»  wJl  have  to  undergo  the  ™.al  seani  for 
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prisoners  attempting  to  escape,  by  the  port  authorities, 
before  she  gets  under  weigh,  but  Captain  Schouten  will 
see  that  you  and  BIrs.— Mrs. — er " 

"  Thompson." 

*'  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  neither  seen  nor  dis- 
turbed.   I  will  see  him  eariy  to-morrow  morning." 

Then  Mr.  Lamont  ushered  his  visitor  out,  and  bade 
him  good-night. 

"  Vas  it  goot  pizness,  Mo  ?  "  asked  Mrs.  Lamont,  as 
her  husband  returned  to  h-  office  and  set  to  work  again 
at  his  papers. 

"  Very  good,  Rachel.    When  there  is  a  young 
handsome  man  with  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  a  you  g 
and  handsome  woman  who  he  has  no  right  to  meddle 
with,  there  is  always  good  business  for  some  one." 

"  Who  is  it  ?  "  asked  the  Jewess,  with  eager  feminine 
curiosity.  "  Is  it  Mrs.  Lathom  ?  Dere  has  been  some 
gonsiderable  talks  aboudt  them.  Has  Captain  Lathom 
found  out  all  aboudt  it  ?  " 

You  bring  me  some  more  candles,  and  go  to  bed.' 
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CHAPTER  XII 

On  the  summit  of  one  of  the  low,  wooded  bluff,  at  tfc. 
entrance  to  Cattai  Cr«.#Ir  v.v     \  «     .  *  *^  ^"^ 

hit  Dine  InAyl'  *     """^  "*^«  "t,  smoking 

o    sS^M        ^"*  °"'  "J~"  ^^^  •««.  to  where,  fivf 

At  dawn  h!  L  :  """k'""''  -  ^"•^^  ^-y  »--^-" 

it  WM  ,h.  p!!!!!'^'  '^.fo"''"  «•  to  whether 

„  "  ™  '^«'«»3»'<>  or  not  could  not  be  satiafied  I, 
«i  now  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and*.  ve«L 
.tUI  «emed  to  b.  in  ,he  .ame  po^tioi  »A^\,Tft 

to  fall  a  calm  when  the  Palmw^  m,j    k  "*ppen 

off  Cattai   K.  A/-         ;  ^^"'^yra  made  her  appearance 

craft     '    ''  ""'""  "'  '""P''  "•«»  "»««»  t>«  .u.^^ 
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Still,  anxious  as  he  was  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
becalmed  ship,  the  young  Irishman  was  well  content. 
Fifteen  days  before,  as  he  was  asleep,  in  the  rude  hut 
which  he  had  built  on  a  small  thickly-wooded  island  in 
Cattai  Swamps,  a  boy  awakened  him,  and  said  that  a 
man  who  wanted  to  see  him  was  at  his  father's  house. 
Instantly  surmising  who  it  was,  Hewitt  took  his  pistols 
and  followed  the  boy  along  a  cattle  track  till  they  reached 
the  Lake  Innes  road,  n-ar  which  was  a  roughly-built, 
bark-roofed  dwelling,  thr  lome  of  an  emancipist  convict 
named  Bolton,  who  had  aflPorHed  Hewitt  food  and 
shelter. 

The  moment  he  stepped  inside,  his  hand  was  grasped 
by  Lugard,  who  was  having  supper,  and  pressed  his 
visitor  to  join  him. 

"  I  have  good  news  for  you,  Hewitt.     I  have  seen  and 
spoken  to  Mr.  Adair,  and  you  may  expect  to  have  him 
with  you  now  very  shortly." 
Hewitt's  eyes  glistened.    "  How  is  he  ?  " 
Very  well.    Major  Cartwright,  he  says,  is  a  most 
humane  man,  and  has  shown  him  all  the  kindness  that 
lay  in  his  power,  so  also  has  Major  Innes,  of  the  Lake. 
And  that  reminds  me  to  tell  you  that  I  am  now  on  my 
way  to  the  Lake,  where  I  am  to  sleep  to-night ;  then  I 
am  hurrying  on  to  Sydney  as  quickly  as  possible  to  meet 
CarroU,  who  wiU,  I  expect,  be  there  awaiting  me.    Now, 
as  we  eat,  we  can  talk,  and  I  can  tell  you  all  that  has 
been  done." 

Hemtt  remained  with  Lugard  till  dusk,  and  then  the 
two  men  parted,  with  a  warm  hand-grasp,  Lugard  riding 
on  to  Lake  Innes,  along  the  road,  and  Hewitt  returning 
to  his  hiding-place  in  the  swamp. 

Every  morning,  after  the  first  week  since  he  had  seen 
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Z-J  «  ™'">"«-  The  Amman,  he  knew,  would  be 
quite  five  days  .n  reaching  Sydney  via  Newcastle  »H 
^.n  perhaps  there  „igh.  be  uWseea  drf^ro  tuA 

thel^^T'^'  ''^'"''""''''O""  know  nothing     C> 
theKs^  from  the  seventh  day,  he  always  arose  at  daln 
crossed  the  swamp,  and  made  his  way  t^  the  bluff  at  7h ' 

tne  sea,  m  the  hope  of  seeing  the  expected  sail,  which 
meant  so  much  to  himself  and  to  his  relations. 

.Z  A  "'."  '"f''' ""  «'«"=''«'l »  v«n,  sometime, 
alone  and  sometimes  accompanied  by  the  l^v  R.^^ 
who  u^ua^y  brought  him  a  su'pply  of  fi^d-b^a^^mTd 
beef,  milk,  and  eggs-every  second  day ;  but  nothing 
had  met  his  eye,  but  the  ,vide  expan« 'of  „c.a„!tey 
and  dull  at  the  dawn,  and  blue  and  sparkling  i^T 
.undune  when  the  ha.y  sea  mists  were  bio™  fwayt 
the  south-east  „reeze.  And  then,  to  his  joy  on  the 
da™  of  the  fifteenth  day,  a  sail  appeared  to  the  s^u^! 

-^!^t'r"lf  T*^  '°T^'  *■"  'P""  o'  *e  mountain 
-which  Cook  had  named  Mount  Sea  View,  Hewitt  aros^ 

.Tun  Udt*  "*'"^;  "^^  «""''^  -••  knotiedT^k  of  ; 
stunted  honeysuckle  growing  on  the  bluff,  gazed  Ions' 

kdge  of  nautical  matters,  he  could  see  that  she  wis 
not  onty  a  square-rigged  vessel,  but  was  of  «,me  .^ 

Ith'.r'sheTad'T''"'  ""•  ^'  '<'""'  '■"-  ^^^ 
Whether  she  had  two  masts  or  three.    The  Palmyra  he 

fa.ew.  had  two  masts  with  yards  on  each-and  th^e  U^ 
means  of  identifying  her  for  the  present  began  and 
«ded,  although  he  had  seen  her  on  several  previous 
occasions,  cruising  along  the  coast.  ^ 
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"Blow,  good  wind,  blow  right  hearty,"  he  said, 
repeating  an  expression  he  had  often  heard  the  sea- 
men of  the  contact  transport  which  brought  him  to 
Tasmania  use  when  the  ship  was  becalmed  on  the 
voyage  out. 

Just  as  he  was  about  to  turn  away  and  leave  the  spot 
he  saw  the  emancipist  Bolton  riding  along  the  ht^K 
towards  him,  so  he  waited.  " 

rZH"^''  '^^^  '^P  ^?"  ^'*  "^^"^"S  ^°^'  Mr.  Hewitt," 
cned  the  man,  as  he  rode  up  to  the  bluff  and  dismounted. 
Are  you  sure,  Bolton  ?  " 
"  Dead  sure.    I've  just  come  from  Camden  Haven, 
and  when  I  was  spelling  my  horse  a  bit  on  top  -f  th^ 
Green    Hilk,    I   saw   her   right    abreast    of   me,    and 
faiew  her  by  the  whaleboats  hanging  from  her  davits. 
It  IS  a  pity  It  18  such  a  calm,  as  you  can't  make  your 
signals    to   her.    That   old    covey,    Murchison "    (the 
master  of  the  Government  cutter  at  Port  Macquarie)  «  is 
as  cute  as  a  fox,  and  perhaps  he  has  sighted  the  ship 
a  ready  from  Signal  Hill,  or  Nobby's.     He's  always  up 
at  the  PJot  Station  when  he's  not  aboard  the  cutter^ 
and  Mr.  Lugard  told  me  that  he  heard  that  Murchison 
had  sent  a  letter  up  to  Sydney,  saying  that  this  here 
bng  was  always  hanging  about  the  coast,  and  he  thought 
she  was  worth  watching."  * 

.  1?:  "^f '.  n  ^""T^'  "'^"''''  ^°^^°"-    Murchison  is 
a  smart  old  fello^  but  from  what  Mr.  Lugard  said  to 

me  Captam  Carroll  of  the  Palmyra  is  smarter  still,  and 

18  not  going  to  be  caught.    Mr.  Lugard  told  me  iSat  it 

was  not  unlikely  that  Captain  Carroll  would   sail  his 

ship  right  up  to  the  port  and  come  ashore  in  his  boat 

on  the  excuse  of  buying  a  bullock  for  his  crew.    As  for 

making  signals,  J  ,vill  do  exactly  as  Mr.  Lugard  wishes. 
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But  at  the  same  time,  if  Mr.  Adair  knows  the  ship  is 
here  and  gets  a  chance  to  slip  away,  he  may  get  here 
to-night." 

Bolton  nodded.  "  Just  so.  I  shall  keep  a  good  look 
out  for  him.  Me  and  my  boy  Ted  will  go  to  Tacking 
Fomt  in  an  hour  or  so  and  camp  there  for  the  night,  so 
If  Mr.  Adair  does  get  away  he'll  be  bound  to  see  our 
&e-or  rather  two  fires-  -and  know  who  we  are.  And 
li  he  doesn't  show  up  to-night,  I'U  camp  there  until  he 
does.  No  one  will  trouble  us.  Major  Cartwright's 
overseer  knows  that^  some  of  my  cattle  stray  about 
Tacking  Pomt,  and  if  by  any  chance  a  patrol  routed  us 
out,  they  would  not  suspect  anything  was  afoot.  Now 
I  had  better  be  going." 

"  And  I  shall  stay  here  for  the  night.    I  have  my 
blanket,  and  shall  be  comfortable  enough." 


•f-» 


CHAPTER  XIII 

WarinL'^TT  °^  '^'  commandant',  house  at 
Wannga  Dr  Haldane  was  stretched  out  on  the  sofa 
wa.tmg  for  his  host,  who  had  promised  to  accom- 
pany  him  on  a  shooting  excursion  along  the  banks  of 
the  creek  as  soon  as  he  had  finished%eau.ng  Le 
letters  that  had  just  arrived  from  Sydney 

The  morning  was  gloriously  bright  and  warm,  and 
the  doctor  every  now  and  then  looked  impatiently  out 
ofjie  wmdow  to  where  Hawley,  his  servant,  Jth  a 
packhorse  can^ang  theu-  guns  and  provisions  for  the  day, 

I^^rT*.^r^,^r^^^^^°°»-  At  last,  how: 
ever,  he  heard  his  host's  footstep,  and  in  a  few  moments 
the  commandant  entered  the  room. 

"  Ha,  here  you  are  at  last,  Fred ! »  cried  the  burly 
surgeon,  sprmgmg  to  his  feet.  «  Old  Tim  has  just  told 
me  that  the  ducks »  ^ 

He  stopped  suddenly  and  looked  at  his  friend  in 
t^k^'"''  "^^^   ^'"   ^''  P"^^   ^"^   ^»   o^ 

I  have  just  received  some  news  that  necessitates  my 

ir!„T?T*"  ''.^"^^"^  ^'  possible-to-morrow,  i^ 
tact— and  I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  return  » 

He  sat  domi  and  put  his  hand  to  his  forehead  ;  then  he 
rose  agam  and  suddenly  put  out  his  hand  to  Haldane 
is  It  very  serious,  old  man  ?  »  inquired  the  latter 
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"  Very,  George.  And  you  are  an  old  and  true  friend- 
I  must  tell  you.  I  can»t  believe  it-this,  this  awful 
tning  which  has  come  uport  me." 

« Tell  me,  old  man.  What  is  it  ?  Has  anything 
happened  to  your  wife  ?  "  '        e 

"  I  fear  so,  George,"  he  said,  trying  to  speak  cahnly. 
Then  by  an  effort  he  pulled  himself  together.  «  Do  you 
mind  putting  off  your  shooting  for  half  an  hour  and 
walking  down  to  the  creek  with  me  ?  I  think  I  can  tell 
you  better  when  we  are  out  in  the  open  air." 

Haldane  stepped  t9  the  window  and  called  to  his 
servant : 

;*  Take  off  the  pack-saddle,  Hawley.  We  are  not 
gomg  to^ay.  But  you  can  take  my  gun  and  go  your- 
self, and  see  what  you  can  get.  Stay  as  long  as  you 
like.    I  won't  want  you  till  this  evening." 

In  a  few  minutes  he  and  Lathom  were  walking  down 
the  path  to  the  creek.  As  soon  as  they  reached  the 
fallen  tree  to  which  Helen  had  taken  Lugard  on  the 
evenmg  of  his  arrival  at  Waringa  they  stopped  and  sat 

rStu?"   i*^^"""  ^°°^  ^^^  ^««"«  ^ro°»  his  pocket. 
This,  George,"  he  said,   as  he  opened  one,   « is 
purely  official.     In  it  I  am  instructed  to  at  once  proceed 
to  Port  Macquarie  and  take  charge.    Poor  Cartwright 
has  died  suddenly."  * 

"  That  is,  of  course,  promotion  for  you  " 
"  Of  course  and  much  as  I  like  Waringa,  I  cannot 
but  feel  pleased  at  being  appointed  to  -  -ch  an  important 
post.  There  were  half  a  dozen  men  L  oydney  struggling 
for  the  place  when  Cartwri  c  was  appointed.  With 
this  brief  notification  there  is  a  long  private  letter  from 
the  Governor,  who,  as  you  know,  is  a  friend  of  mine  of 
long  standing.    Here  is  what  he  says  in  reference  to 
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"'^  ff ^^""^"^  •  '  ^°"  "*""  «°  *^^<^'«  <J»"«,  and  go 
ipnckly.  There  is  absolutely  no  one  here  whom  I  could 
trust  sufficiently  to  fill  such  an  important  post,  even 
temporanly.  Once  you  are  there,  all  the  rest  will  be 
easy,  as  I  shall  get  the  home  people  to  confirm  my 
appomtment  of  you.    But  Collie,  Feilding.  Elphinstone, 

J  !rr'  I  '"  °'^"'  ^^'^^  ^^"^^y  ^««"  pestering  m^ 
and  CoUie  has  a  lot  of  influence  at  home  and  knows 
how  to  use  it,  and  Marsbin  asked  me  point-blank  to 
give  the  place  to  that  little  ruflian  Feilding,  and  had  the 
unfounded  impertinence  to  tell  me  that  he  (Biarsbin) 
had  himself  written  to  the  Home  Gflice  on  Feildine»s 
^half  and  that  the  people  at  home  would  not  be  pleased 
If  I  appointed  any  one  else,  even  temporarily.    I  told 
him  that  I  considered  it  very  unlikely  that  the  post 
would  be  given  to  a  civilian,  and  wound  up  by  sa^g 
that  I  considered  Feilding  a  most  unsuitable  man.     So 
I  had  the  best  of  the  parson  there ;    but  nevertheless 
Marsbm  can  do  almost  anything  he  likes  with  the  home 
people.    But  you  need  have  no  fear.    My  recommenda- 
tion of  you  is  so  strong  that,  much  as  they  listen  to 
Marsbm,  they  won't  go  against  me  in  this  matter     I 
am  sending  Turnbull  of  the  77th  to  relieve  you.    If 
WiUet  was  not  such  a  lazy  beast  I  should  have  thought 
of  him.    But  you  must  hurry  up.*  " 

Folding  the  Governor's  letter  up  again,  Lathom  placed 
It  m  his  pocket. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you,  George,  how  pleased  I  was 
when  I  read  that-only  an  hour  ago.  Then  I  got  a 
shodc—a  terrible  shock,  which  has  blasted  my  life  • » 
and  then  for  the  first  time  Ws  voice  shook. 

"Just  after  I  had  finished  reading  the  Gov-mor's 
letter  m  came  Sergeant  Rush.     « What  is  it,  Rush  \ » 
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«"]h?;io«t"»  '."""d /wkward  and  confuwd.  Md 
wowdn  t  look  me  m  the  face,  but  handed  me  this  "13 
I-thom  .hewed  Haldan.  a  third  letter-Cd tSd  h  J^d 
been  piclted  up  on  the  road  ye.terdav      ^.         . 

rX"  r  ".r  -'^  •"  ""'^'^J^-a  L' rltTo 

letter     w\";''   *"  """"""^  ''*  "  ""Whom', 
letter.    Ju«  before  you  came  back  from  Newca.tle  |7.» 

NT^ci^sfa^/tht "  rr*  ^'"-  T,ci:rr;^jt 

wa.  talang  „  home  to  give  it  to  her  mother     A  m«^ 
SrZr'""?'  .*•  •""•  *^-  Trenfidd     Sots 

'-ril^i      ^-  ^•'"°  «"•  'o  yoong  Tucker.' 

n«?::^^ti;:.^^t:^^fVKe 

cogd  Lrwa^  it  iXSV-'tht-K^- "'»»  ' 

wa.  froT^  '-t  "^T.  ""  """'y  »<>  Vi^i^y,  "  It 
TrL^'iaSV"  ^— ■"  Wray.  an'd  begin!;'.  mV 

The  big  doctor  cuiwd  Ida  Lathom  under  hi>  br.,,1. . 
then  he  placed  hi,  hand  on  hi.  friend',  am  * ' 

rou  are  certain,  Fred  ?  " 

to"^^'TT^\^'^-    I '«<»  the lener  through 
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No    George.    That  I  cannot  do  in  view  of  thi. 
urgent  letter  from  the  Governor.    But  you  wS  hd^ 

"To  the  last,  Fred.    And  if  you  fail  to  Idll  the 
feUow  or  he  hits  you,  V\\  have  him  out  nyself .•' 
We  must  leave  that  till  later  on,  George.    Butyoii^ 
must  go  to  Sydney  for  me,  see  her,  andTeU  her  tC 

.h"^ Z!"""^^^'  ^'"  '^"  y°"  ^^  evening  wh^t 
to  do  about  money  matters.  I  can  raise  a^uMnd 
pounds.  She  must  go  home  to  her  people  by  the  firtt 
ship,  and  the  lawyers  in  England  ,^do  ^e  r«t  I 
will  give  you  a  letter  to  her." 

IsI^lXu^I"'"'  ''''  "^'"^"^  ""°"^'  "^"^ 

••I  did  not  know  that  she  hated  you,  George.    But 

nothing  can  surprise  me  now.    Thank  God  we  have 

flo!^*^''-!."'^'^'  ""t  *""^"-  ^  ^««  ^a»  over- 
flowmg  with  sympathy  for  his  old  friend,  but  he  wai 
a  man  of  few  words.  «*  «e  was 

**  When  shall  I  start,  Fred  ?  » 

"To-morrow,  George,  if  you  wiU.  And  I  too  thaU 
leave  for  my  new  post.  I'U  give  you  aU  the  ne«e«ary 
papers  to^ht.  As  for  Wray,  I  leave  myself  IS^ 
hands.  I'UcometoSydneyassoonaseverdieGovior 
wiU  grant  me  leave-and  after  she  ha.  gone  Nbw 
let  us  go  along  the  creek  for  a  little  walk.  My  n«v« 
want  steadying  a  bit.  And  I  don^t  want  to  k^^ 
my^  too  much,  George.    I  don't  want  to  ^  ° 

Then  ere  they  left  the  old  dead  tree,  Lathom  Ut 
a  match,  and  putting  his  wife's  letter  ^  the  gmuad. 
set  It  alight,  and  saw  it  bum  to  ashes.  "^  ^^^^ 


!^.  I 
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CHAPTER  XIV 

Jw  a,  the  dawn  broke,  Vincent  Henitt  wa.  awakened 
by    he  .^und  of  approaching  hor«n,.„,  anS'S 

It  t  :/  ^7  °' '''"«'''  '»""  '"■»  hi»  when  h^r* 

f"«  ^a^m 'w;5:j:r '*''' '"'"- '"  '""•  ■"-  "-- 

Indf^       I.-  "  ''•  ^'-no-nted  from  hii  hor.e 

and  threw  his  arms  around  his  nephew 

Th.  tears  feU  from  the  young  Irishman',  eyes  a. 
he  pressed  the  old  man  to  his  I^som.  "jLnkG^ 
indeed,  uncle ;  but  there,  you  are  I  can  .^  .  i 
wo™  out,  «.  I  shaU  not  let'yTu  ta^until  ^"u  aTe  r^S' 
S.t  down  Aere  on  my  blanket  awhile.  I  must  si^^ 
tij.  ^p  .s,  and  if  it  will  be  safe  to  make  mrriST 

,o^"'j""^*.'°  ^'"''  '°  <='»»•  "i'h  him,  he  ran 
to  the  edge  of  the  bluffand  looked  seaward.    A  «nde 

sea  naze  of  the  early  dawn  was  fast  vanishing  before 
.t  and  under  the  blaze  of  .he  red  morning  suf,  7^2 
had  just  lifted  above  the  horizon 

norths -th''"'"  "i^  ^^""''  P»»'^«  »  «»« 

of  TtZg'poiit ..""""  '"  ""*"*  "^  °«"'y  "•»«« 

"  Is  she  comiiig  this  way  J  "  asked  Hewitt  anaoudy. 
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No,  she  18  ttanding  off  the  land,  dr,  but  as  soon  as 
the  sees  our  signals  you  may  be  sure  she  will  tack. 
She  IS  about  four  or  five  miles  away  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  and  will  easily  see  the  smoke." 

^^J1T''^^}'^\  t^'^t^  *^*°  prepared-three  small 
heaps  of  welWned  brushwood  covered  with  some  green 
eaves,  the  latter  being  intended  to  ensure  a  rather 
thick  smoke.  The  heaps  were  a  hundred  yards  or  so 
apart,  and  had  been  so  arranged  by  Bolton  that  the  fires 
could  be  quickly  extinguished  when  necessary,  and  even 
If  the  three  columns  of  smoke  were  seen  by  any  one  else 
besides  the  people  on  board  the  Palmyra,  Bolton  assured 

S'^oused"'  "  ^^^  ^^"^  ""^'^^^^  ^°^  '"'P'"°''  ^°"^** 

"You  see,  sir,  there  are  a  great  many  blacks  on 

the  coast,  and  old  Murchison,  cute  as  he  is,  and  sus- 

piaous  as  he  may  be  of  the  Palmyra  hanging  about 

Hrnrr-'iTv  "**  '^°°*'  ~°°*^*^  °"'  "P»«l«  ^th  her. 
We  11  thmk  they  are  only  the  usual  black  feUows'  fires, 
that  can  be  seen  anywhere  along  the  coast  early  in  the 
mormng;  and  besides  that,  although  Mr.  Adair's 
escape  was  no  doubt  known  last  night,  they  won't  look 
for  him  this  way.  He's  put  them  off  on  a  false  scent, 
as  he  11  tell  you  presently.    So  let  us  light  up,  sir 

TeeZ^'Tl'^!-  Never  fear  but  tl^t  they  ar^ 
kcepmg  a  bright  lookout  on  board,  as  Mr.  Lugard 
told  ns  they  would."  ^-ug-ra 

a„!inr  ""'"j  ^^T-  '^^^  "«^^  ^«  ^*«^«t  heap, 
and  I'll  attend  to  the  other  two." 

In  a  few  minutes  three  small  columns  of  thick  smoke 
were  ascending  from  the  bluff,  and  Hewitt  and  Bolton, 
standing  on  the  edge  of  it,  anxiously  watched  the  effect. 
li»e  bng  at  this  time  was  standing  off,  close  hauled 


&. 


"*  _^_ 

for  «*.le.  1.  611.  we.ther-fo«  ud  nuS-UH^aTtoJ! 

from  P«pk  rey  to  <l«p«t,  bright^  Mi.    F,Sm 

•uxboard  bow  and  quarter  boats  luiigin>  from  th< 
d.».«.  and  „w  that  although  the  «.S^  X  h* 
v«^w..dippfag  through  th.  wat„  „  a  rery  ^Tpat 

Mr.  I«gard  told  me  that  the  captain  ««  ojh  a 
veo-^y  .hip,"  b,gan  Hewitt.  whTw^ntve  a 
lond"  Hurrah  -  "  and  threw  hi.  hat  i.  d«  air       *^ 

She  Me.   the   ngnal,   Mr.   Hewitt!    See,   die  i. 

gomg  about.    Out  with  the  fire.."  ««.   «e  u 

RMining  bacic  to  the  fire^  they  extinguiAed  them  a. 

wort  th^  looked  .eaward  again.  d«y  „w  the  W. 
WMwandrngm,  and  more  .ail  wa.being«ade 

nut  mean,  that  Captain  Camd]  b  aeadini  a  boat 
••Jo"  at  once,  doem't  it  f "  adted  Botem. 

.alZ"f  "  "^r*"*-.  """'  "•'"  •"-"  «!*"  Hewitt, 
»W  Lugard'.   written   in.truc,«„   fcL   hi.   coat 

PO««t,      we  must  not  malce  any  mmalw.    Ha.  he» 
« 1^  marlted  '  No.  7  •  J »  and  he  rUdT^     ^ 

hgh^he  wUI  uuderitand  that  Mr.  Adair  ha.  .«aped,  and 

l?i?  •'^^  .^\V"*  ""■  "  *^  "««*«  allowi^d  he 
tJunk,  «  adviwble  not  to  wait  tin  night  Ze  befo« 
«.dmg  a  boat  ad»re.  he  wiU  notify  yon  of  hi.  intention 
^o«nng  a  boat  and  towing  it  a«em  for  «me  Bttle 

«« to  «nd  a  boat  adwre  during  daylight,  no  boat  will 
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be  lowered ;    but,  weather  aMowinfc  he  wiU  ■t.Bd  s« 
clo.etothemouthofthecreek...oon..it^^"^^ 

ue  north  ude  of  the  enttance."  "••««• 

"Th«t  it  dear  enough,  Bolton,  iui't  it  I    Now  we 
m««  wait  and  lee  what  followg  •• 
"No  ne«l  to  wait,"  „id  Bolton,  who  wa.  .hadin,' 
I        lu.  eye.  from  the  bright  .undune  with  hi.  hand     "I 

Zr«r''      "  ^'  '"""*'  ""-■    ^^  "-  "« 
The  brig  came  to  the  wind  for  a  minute  or  two  and 

Hemtt  WW  the  boat  lowered ;    then  .he  wu^^ 

anem,  and  the  brig*.  .aU.  again  filled. 
"  She  wiU  be  abrea.t  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek  in 

«other  hour,  rir,"  «ud  the  emancipist,  a.  he  ^TdoJ^ 

teU  Mr.  Ad«r  to  be  ready,  dr.    It  will  take  him  half  an 
hour  to  wdk  «ro«  that  long  .tretch  of  «nd.  «,S 

^Itr"*!.,,™  ""'  "•"'  ""^  «''«  »»■»"«  I  ««  tl^ 
boat  leave  I'D  give  you  a  call." 

But  when  he  reached  hi.  camping  place,  Hewitt 
found  the  old  man  «.  «,und  adeep  dat  hi  did  no,  Z 
4.  urb  hjm.  Bolton-.  «,n  had  Carefully  coverlllS 
face  w.th  a  «,Ued  pocket-handkerchief,  for  whi^ 
Hewitt  gave  him  a  .mile  of  approval 

d!.*l*^-  '"''•  ^•f"  ■"  •»"  »  »  "W'P".  "don't 
dmurb  hm  yet.    I'm  going  away  for  a  few  minute. 

^he  awakenj,  take  him  to  your  father  and  .ay  I'll  be 
wid,  them  in  h  ,  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour." 
Right,  Mr." 

Hewitt  dived  into  the  .crub  till  he  came  to  a  catde 
track,  which  he  foUowed  for  about  three  hundred  ytrfl! 
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Then  he  came  to  a  clump  of  pandanus  treet.  one  of  which 
wai  decaying  and  had  a  large  hole  in  the  trunk  ahout 
•  foot  from  the  ground.  Inierting  hit  hand,  he  drew 
out  a  small  canvas  bag.  It  contained  two  >•  adred 
and  fifty  sovereigns-all  that  was  left  of  tnc  eight 
hundred  he  had  formerly  possessed-two  hundred 
of  which  he  had  taken  from  the  Commissary  and  seven 
hundred  from  the  Government  schooner-the  remaining 
.«  hundred  he  had  given  to  Lugard  at  their  last  meet- 
ing  m  Bolton  s  house.  Returning  as  quickly  as  possible 
to  the  camp,  he  met  ^he  emancipist  coming  towards  him 
at  a  run. 

ashow""'^   "P»   ^    "«^«;    the   boat   is  half-way 

"Just  one  moment,  Bolton,"  said  the  ycur,^  man, 
taking  his  hand  ;  «  you  have  been  a  good  friend  to  me 
and  I  know  that  whatever  you  have  done  for  me  was 
done  with  a  nght  down  good  will-with  a  heart  and  a 
half,  as  we  say  in  Ireland.  Now  I  told  you  I  had  some 
com  planted »» 

u  ,^«^"«^«  ^ved  his  disengaged  hand  impatiently, 
from  y^.»^'  ""  '^'    ^  ^'^  *«°^'  ^°  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

"Indeed  you  are,  Bolton.  Man,  you  must.  For  the 
•aJte  of  the  old  woman  and  kids.  D'ye  think  I'd 
msiUt  you  by  asking  you  to  take  payment  for  what 
you  ve  done  for  me  ?  No,  indeed.  No,  indeed.  'Tis 
but  a  present  for  the  old  woman,  I  say ;  and  when 
you  go  back,  tell  her  that  I  shaU  never  forget  herkind- 

""^T  u^"^  'f^  ^^'^^^  '°  *"  °^  ^^»«  youngsters, 
and  tell  them  how  sorry  I  am  I  could  not  come  and  see 
them  once  more." 
Then  he  took  fifty  sovereigns  from  the  bag,  and  dis- 
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regarding  the  man**  sincere  protcttt,  opened  hit  ahirt 
and  dropped  them  inside. 

"  Now  not  another  word  from  you,  Jack  Bolton. 
Come,  let  us  call  my  uncle.  You  must  bid  us  good-bye 
here,  Bolton.  It  would  not  be  wise  for  you  to  come 
with  us  to  the  boat.  It  may  be  that  some  one  might 
be  about  and  see  you— and  you  know  what  that  means  " 

"Ten  years'  hard  on  Cockatoo  Island,"  replied  Bolton 
with  a  grim  smile,  as  he  strode  along  beside  the  younJ 
man.  '       • 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  later  the  emandpist  and  his 
•on,  standing  on  the  verge  of  the  bluff,  saw  the  two  men 
walkmg  over  the  long  stretch  of  white,  clinking  sand 
towards  the  boat,  which  was  pulling  in  quickly  to  the 
beach.  She  was  manned  by  Hve  men,  and  the  moment 
she  grounded,  the  officer  in  charge  jumped  out,  and  met 
John  Adair  and  his  nephew  with  outstretched  hand, 
five  mmutes  later  the  boat  had  pushed  off  again  and 
was  making  for  the  brig.  »     »    °a 

The  breeze  was  freshening,  and  presently  the  vessel 
went  about  and  came  in  towards  the  boat,  which,  as 
soon  as  it  came  alongside  and  the  escapees  ascended  to 
the  deck,  was  again  hoisted  up,  and  the  Palmyra,  with 
her  white  cotton  canvas  shining  brightly  in  the  momine 
sun,  stood  off  to  the  eastward. 

•  •  . 

"Welcome  on  board  the  Palmyra,  gentlemen,"  said 
a  big,  stout  man,  dressed  more  like  a  farmer  than  a 
sailor,  as  Hewitt  and  his  uncle  stepped  on  board  ;  «  I 
thought  this  thing  was  never  coming  off.  Now  come 
below,  and  get  a  right  down  good  meal  and  a  change  of 
togs,  and  then  we'll  say  *  blow  ho '  for  Sydney,  and  the 
young  lady  and  Captain  Jim  Lugard." 


CHAPTER  XV 

CuKBEmLAND  SrmEET,  on  the  west  side  of  Sydney  Cove 

aays,  the  fashionable  street  of  Sydney    and    «,!,.,- 
..  oyexUM  Wet  Geo,^  Streerwete  a  'nult 

occupied   prmcvaUy    by   dyil    ,„d   mflit„y   officud, 

^idy    forlorn   eyesores,   and   the  once  arist«ratic 

homes  of  the  nulitary  and  dvUian  officials  with  their 
once  beautiful  garden,  and  lawns,  are  no^T^^ 
lodgrng-house,  with  broken  windows  covered  with  sh«" 
of  rusty  tin    bagging,  or  such  other  material,  or  with 

out  the  mnd  and  rain  and  di«»urage  baiUfe )  ^ 

At  a  window  of  one  of  the  most  imposing  of  these 

house.  Helen  was  ritting  with  a  book  in  her  '.p.  ^ 

the  beauti  „I  harbour  lay  beneath  her.  sparkling  in  ,he 
.unshme.  Its  bosom  flecked  with  the  white  «U.  o  , 
number  of  smaU  boat,  pawing  to  and  fro  to  the  rariou. 
mlett  and  bays.  whU,t  fardier  down  toward.^^^ 
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a  noble  frigatt  urder  cverv  stitch  of  sail  was  creeping 
slowly  up  to  h-  inchorag ;  in  Farm  Cove. 

The  house  itself  was  szxy  quiet,  for,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  servants.  Helen  had  been  alone  since 
early  in  the  aiternoon  ;  Mrs.  Grainger,  accompanied  by 
her  daughters  and  Mrs.  Lathom,  having  gone  out 
driving,  although  the  latter  would  have  infinitely  pre- 
ferred to  have  remained  at  home. 

"I  must  go.  Helen."  she  had  said,  « although  I 
really  do  not  feel  well." 

"You  certainly  have  not  been  well  for  the  past  week, 
madam,"  said  Helen  sympathetically ;  "  the  weather 
18  very  trying,  too.  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  you 
remained  in  and  rested." 

Mrs.  Lathom  laughed  somewhat  hysterically. 

"Rested  !  I  wish  I  could  rest,  but  I  cannot. '  I  must 
be  doing  something,  and  I  may  as  well  be  driving 
with  Mrs.  Grainger  as  sitting  at  home  and  meeting 
people  who  talk  me  to  death.    I  wish— Helen  •  » 

"  Yes,  madam  ?  " 

"  I  wish-oh  I  wish-I  had  never  left  Waringa,  much 
as  I  loathed  the  place."  * 

The  words  escaped  her  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment, 
but  they  were  uttered  with  veh-mence,  and  her  eyes 
filled  with  such  sudden  tears  that  Helen  placed  her  hand 
gently  on  her  mistress's  arm. 

"  Do  not  go  out,  madam.  You  really  are  not  well 
enough.  Let  me  get  you  some  tea,  and  I  will  teU  Bfrt 
Grainger  that  you  are  going  to  lie  down  for  a  few  hours." 
No,  don't.  I  said  I  would  go,  and  I  would  rather 
go  than  stay  at  home.  But  you  are  a  good  girl,  Helen, 
to  be  so  concerned  over  me.  Sometimes  I  have  been 
very  unkind  to  you." 
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-  "  *'"*V°"".*""''">''  ■"**"">"  ""»  *«  ««ntfc  r«.Iy 
Now  at  least  let  me  get  the  tea."  "c  repiy. 

"  No  but  bring  me  a  glai,  of  wine,  and  then  I  must 
huny  downstairs  as  they  are  awaiting  me." 

uJl  '  r  u  """^  **•  ''"'  8°"''  ""i  «<'<"  again  took 
W  taS  "°-''»"« -hat  it  wa,  that  waf  ma^ 
aer  beautiful  and  petulant  mistress  so  restless  and 
unhappy  of  late.  On  several  occasions  wC  ^e  ^ 
.nter«l  Mrs  Lathom's  room,  she  had  found  tr  in 
tear. ;  at  other  times  she  would  bewildly  and  appar™,^ 
happJy  excted,  overflowing  with  gaiety  and  youth  S 

^n  hkdy  she  would  be  either  despondent  or  irrit!we 
Dunng  this  ,m,e-in  fact  almost  from  the  day  thTy  W 
«rr.ed  m  Sydney-her  demeanour  to  Helen  had  changed 
greatly  for  the  better,  and  this  had  been  an  addid 
factor  to  the  girl's  secret  happiness,  and  her  warm 
responsive  nature  made  her  quickly    orget  manv  C 
months  of  ahnost  daily  humUiation,  wWc^ Z  f^f 
G^tam  Lathom's  unfailing  kindness  and  conriderltion 
fo   her  posmon,  would  have  been  all  but  unbearable 
■n,„  ,r„T  ?'  *"  "=""  "d  indifferent  to  such  a 

mfe.  and  he  loved  me  as  he  doe.  her,  I  should  be  one  of 
the  happiest  women  on  earth." 

The  afternoon  wore  on,  and  as  the  westering  «,n  cast 
long  shadow,  across  the  smooth  waters  of  the  cove  the 
notes  of  a  bugle  «,unding  from  the  battery  on  oiwel 
Pomt  rang  clearly  through  the  air,  and  Hden  knew! 
was  .«  o'clock,  and  that  if  she  intended  to  have  her 
usual  evening  walk  before  Mrs.  Lathom  returned,  ,kl 
would  have  to  start  at  once. 

Putting  on  her  sun^hood,  she  went  downstairs,  and 
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then  out  across  the  lawn  into  the  sHent,  hot  street,  whj 
led  down  towards  the  verdant  slopes  of  Dawes  Point. 
As  she  walked  along  the  side  of  the  low,  stone  wall  which 
divided  the  street  from  the  military  reserve,  a  rather 
weU-dressed,  dark-faced  and  good-looking  man,  who  was 
leaning  over  the  wall  a  few  hundred  yards  away,  stood 
erect  and,  when  she  was  near  enough,  raised  his  hat. 

I  am  Patrick  Montgomery,   miss.     I  come  from 
Captain   Lugard." 

"  To  see  me  ?  "  asked  Helen  eagerly. 

"  Yes,  miss.    He  had  no  time  to  write  a  note,  having 
only  arrived  in  Sydney  this  morning  from  Newcastle 
Your  father  and  Mr.  Hewitt  have  both  safely  escai^ed 
and  are  now  on  board  the  Palmyra:^  ' 

"Thank  God  !  "  exclaimed  the  girl  as  she  walked 
beside  the  man  so  as  not  to  attract  too  much  attention 
from  mquisitive  passers-by.  «  When  did  Mr.  Lueard 
hear  this  ?  "  * 

"  Only  an  hour  or  two  ago.  He  got  word  from  a  sure 
source  that  both  Mr.  Adair  and  Mr.  Hewitt  succeeded  in 
gettmg  safely  on  board  at  the  same  time.  Then  he 
came  and  told  me  to  try  and  see  you,  and  that  I  should 
most  likely  find  you  somewhere  on  the  Point  between 
SIX  and  seven  o'clock,  and  tell  you  the  news.  If  I  could 
not  meet  you  I  was  to  let  him  know  at  once  at  the 
Currency  Lass  Inn,  and  he  would  have  a  note  sent  to 

you.    But  he  would  prefer  to  see  you  this  evening.    It 
IS  most  important." 

"  I  shaU  not  fail  him.  Where  does  he  wish  me  to 
meet  him  ? " 

"  At  the  signal-keeper's  quarters  on  Fort  Phillip  at  a 
quarter  to  eight  o'clock.  iTie  signal-keeper  can  be 
trusted,  and  his  wife  will  meet  you  at  the  small  gate 
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&pt.fa.  Lugarf  «,-.  he  wiU  not  k«p  you  1«„  ,|un 

fal  i,^'^'  •'"'  r.  "»  "•*  »••*«  »  five  minote. 

""l^w^r*"  ^r.''''  "°"»«  'l"  "^  here." 
I  know  the  «ay     Tell  Captain  Lugarf  that  he  may 
oepend  on  me.    Is  he  quite  weU  f " 

"  Very  well  indeed,  Miw  Adair.  And  he  i.  greatly 
^e«ed  that  aU  ha.  gone  well  «  far.  but  he  i.  ,S 
to  get  further  new.  of  the  whereabout,  of  the  Pamyra. 
He  fear.  d.e  ha.  been  becalmed.    Now  I  mu.t  «y  ^d 

face  a.  die  held  out  her  hand  to  him.  "  I  wiU  hurry 
back  home  a,  once,  a.  I  mu.t  teU  Mr..  Lathom  thaTl 
«.h  to  go  out  for  a  little.  She  i,  out  driving,  butwiU 
be  back  m  le..  than  half  an  hour  "  »      t  '»•" 

anZdy""^  ''""'"  '^"'  ""^"  ""  Montgomery 

"  No,  I  have  no  fear  of  that." 

Returning  to  the  hou«  a.  quickly  a.  .he  could  walk 
«thout  attracting  too  much  attention  by  diaplaZg 
overhaate,  die  «t  down  to  re,t  awhile,  and  removed^? 

^happjTa'cf  "''  "*'"  ""  ■»'»"'  -"  •'"  ^ 
Soon  after  .even  .he  heard  the  »und  of  voice,  and 

Lathomj^d  returned,  and  pre.„,ly  .he  met  her  mi.tre« 

."  J'v'  ""V"'  "*'*°'"  '•'*  *'^  Pl«»antly. 
K.,.    •..■!'       "  ?">  ""•  ^''«"».  '"  «  f«w  minuter 

"  ^  ""'-  yo"  "»y.  child,"  wa.  the  graciou.  rq>ly. 
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•*  I  am  going  for  a  row  on  the  harbour  for  an  hour  or 
two,  and  to  you  need  not  hurry  back.  You  are  not  ever 
aaked  for  your  pass,  are  you  ?  " 
^  "  Never,  madam,"  replied  Helen,  with  a  faint  smUe ; 
*•  but  I  have  never  been  out  after  eight  o'clock,  except 
when  with  you." 

"  Well,  run  away,  child ; "  and  Mrs.  Lathom  waved 
her  hand  lightly  to  the  girl  and  went  into  her  own  room 
to  change  her  riding-dress.  She  was  in  high  spirits,  for 
•he  had  found  awaiting  her  a  messenger  with  a  note 
from  Wray,  begging  her  to  meet  him  at  eight  o'clock. 

"The  Rutlands  and  Fcildings  are  making  up  a  party 
of  eight  or  ten  to  pull  round  the  war-ships  in  Farm  Cove, 
and  I  promised  to  try  and  get  you  and  the  two  Misses 
Grainger  to  come.  Do  say  yes.  I  do  so  want  you  to 
come.    I  will  bring  you  home." 

With  her  heart  beating  with  joyful  expectancy,  Helen 
Irft  the  house  in  ample  time  to  keep  her  appointment 
with  Lugard.  Crossing  the  street,  she  soon  gained  a 
narrow  rocky  path  which  led  ahnost  directly  to  what  was 
called  in  those  days  Fort  Phillip— a  substantial  stone 
edifice  named  after  the  first  governor  of  the  colony. 
At  the  main  gate  she  was  unchallenged  by  the  sentry- 
much  to  her  relief— and  the  man  civilly  pointed  out  to 
her  the  signahnan's  quarters,  to  which  access  was  gained 
by  a  small  postern  door  in  the  wall.  At  the  gate,  which 
was  open,  a  woman  was  sitting.  She  rose  as  Helen 
approached,  and  bade  her  enter. 

"  Walk  straight  in,  if  you  plaze,  lady,"  she  said  with 
an  unmistakable  Irish  brogue,  "  an'  I'U  close  the  gate. 
Hie  captain  came  but  tin  minutes  before  ye." 
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lookag  Helen  thought,  handwmer  than  ever  .t.^ 
out  to  her  with  outstretched  hand  '     ^^ 

JbS"\!°."M    "^^^^-    We  dull  no,  be  di- 

"  M  ftand  in  hw-so  brown,  .mooth,  and  .inewv 
Mr,.  Mu-lan.  wjl  keep  good  guard,  and  MdlTnH, 
well-  Now  s.t  down.  But  first  take  off  your  h^ 
he  oom  .,  none  too  airy,  and  it  would  Lt  be^se' 
for  u,  to  stay  outside  and  talk-H,ne  of  the  «ntri« 
might  nodce  two  straneers  and  ^LV  "".""'"'" 
Mullane's  visitors "       ^   '  ""''"   ""^   "«« 

"  Hease  do  not  thank  me.  Miss  Adair.    But  even  if 

you—anywhere,  m  any  way." 

His  eyes  looked  so  earnestly  into  hers   that  H.U«» 
dipped,  for  she  read  in  them^ardent  aSi^atn     "  ' 

..  M     V*  "^^  «°°^  '°  ""•"  •'»  "id  softly. 
Now  I  wUl  tell  you  in  detaH  what  Montgomery  ha. 
»Id  you  m  b,«f,..  resumed  Lugard ;  and  he  tS«^' 

1.  heTd  K-^'  ut''\""'  "*«^"''  "««P«.  ^dLl 
"  The  convicts,  as  you  know.  Hiss  Adair,  have  an 
tUr  rt  J  ^^^7'  ""'  ""  "«»'  ^"ont  told  me 
«»«iag  place  at   Uittai   Creek  on   board  the  whaler- 
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«  Port  lbc,„«  did  not  ob«rve  the  ».«el.  or  if  th« 
M  luiTe  not  conn«^«l  her  with  yonrfathert^'^ 
.ppe.r«»e  BoIton.  the  m,„  who  .Lt«l  t^nof  . 
r*^  "d  would  be  certain  to  do  all  he  conl^'to  ,^w 
d«  officBl.  oil  the  «ent.  However.  I  caT  !a^y 
«cem.n  to-morrow  what  the  Sydney  authorities  CZ 
—If  they  know  anything  at  all." 

"  A^'  t"''^  ^  ''".j'^P  "°*'  C«Pt««  Lugard  f  » 

1    **t  '  !?*  I  <»»ld  tell  you  that !    But  do  not  be 

^.    The  weather  for  the  pan  week  ha.  ^Tl^ 

^«  her  mahng  her  appearance  «  fa,  „„,h  „ 

Sydnq,_d,„e  ha,  hardly  been  a.^  wind  at  aU     It  i. 

''  ^.^^  '^P"'"  <="""•  '«»™«  1»  might  l^ 
overhauled,  availed  himself  of  what  wind  therTwa.  bv 
«and»g  to  the  eastward,  and  I  shall  look  fo^LI "  I 
m  ^mmmjication  «th  him  a,  any  time  after  to-mo^t^ 
I  am  haying  a  good  Wk^ut  ke=  t,  and  the  momeT 
the  bng  u  Mghted  you  shall  hear  from  me.  Now  tell 
"«..WU1  you.  if  I  send  you  word,  be  able  to  l^Tj^ 
G™«^.  house  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  ni^t  *  " 

"Good,    in  am  obliged  to  send  for  you  in  the  dav- 
«n.e,  you  must  make  your  way  to  old  Lamonf.  nU^e 
where  you  wiU  be  safe  until  such  time  a.  ZcT^ 

:7mr u^'a^"-^  "  ■""'  "«  ^"«-    "»"^-«^ 
thT,^     /      *'""  'P°*  ""^  "•  »«  »afely  out  of 
the  town  and  on  our  way  to  the  coast.    But  I  wilUot 
««d  for  you  in  the  day-time  unless  the  u«Zy  o 
mmedute  action  is  very  great ;   I  .haU  try  t^l° 
^t^u  can  walk  to  Lamont's  house  in  die  eveZ^ 

Better  to  do  that  than  run  unnecessary  risks." 


I3« 


Helen  Ade» 


"I  wfll  do  whatever  yoa  teU  me,  Mr.  LofMd.    Have 
no  fear  for  me." 

I  J*  l*^.!l"'v  °'*'^'  J  I  I^ow  you  are  a  brave  young 
Itdy.  .Md  the  American,  who  then  gave  her  d<^afled 
inatructiont  how  to  find  Lamont't  houte  and  a  secret 
entrance  thereto  leading  from  a  back  lane. 

Then,  after  some  further  conversatioi,  Helen  rose, 
and  bade  the  sailor  good-night. 

"  Good-night,  dear  Bliss  Adair.  Mrs.  MuUane  wiU 
•ee  you  safely  home.  I  shall  remain  here  for  a  while, 
and  then  sup  away  quietly." 


CHAPTER  XVI 


of  the  Currency  La..  -  wa.  .eated  in  hi.  own  private 
parlour  counting  hi.  da/,  uldng.,  he  wa.  disturbed 
by  the  .ound  of  angry  voice.  up.tair.,  and  ahno.t  at 
the  ^e  moment  a  knock  funded  on  the  front  door. 

.K  1^*  \  °^"*'  "P*^**  Jo«  ?  "  l»e  called  to 
the  boot.,  who  wa.  jun  then  defending 

Mr"^F'C'.^"""^'jr-^'°°^  Macartney  an' 
Mr.    FeMn'   an     Mr.    Wray-but    Ifr.   Lugard   ha. 

qmetened  em  down.  I  heard  him  teU  Mr.  Feildin»  that 
If  he  didn't  ttt  down  he'd  throw  him  downwair.  " 

"  Ah,^/*!  the  right  «>rt  of  man  !  Now,  open  that 
door  quick  and  .ee  who  i.  there.  I  hope  it  iin't  any 
more  joldier  gent.-they're  enough  to  drive  one  mad 
witli  their  gambling  and  barneying." 

The  boot,  opened  the  door,  and  in  an  inttant  became 

''^7J'*r''^"!  ^^  ^  "^  ^^  wa.  the  vi.itor. 
Mr.  CommiMary  Rutland,  rir,"  he  announced. 
The  landlord  jumped  to  hi.  feet  with  alacrity  and 
saluted  the  great  man.  ^ 
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;;  AU  going  it  pretty  heavily,  I  «,ppo.e.  eh.  Bennett  ? " 
ll^y  have   been   playing  since  ten  o'clock,   sir 
rephed  the  landlord,  whp  then  aoded-kno ^^  tll^; 
he  could  speak  freely  to  the  Commis^wy-"  and  I  shall 
be  glad  when  they  stop.    Mr.  Wray  and  Mr.  Feilding 
w«^e  quarreling  a  few  minutes  ago,  and  Mr.  Lugard 
had  to  mterfere  or  I  daresay  there  would  have  bein  a 
fight,  sm    Mr  Wray  has  taken  a  little  too  much,  and 
JO  has  Mr.  Feilding,  and  Mr.  Feilding  is  a  very  nasty- 
tempered  man  when  he  gets  that  way.    Mr.  Lugard 
threatened  to  throw  him  downstairs  just  now,  sir!  so 
the  boots  was  telJing  me." 

I   ^^     ?;™°*"«f  >   »°»'^«d  but  said  nothing,  but  the 
Um^ord  knew  that  had  Lugard  carried  out'jus  threat 
He  (the  Commissary)  would  not  have  felt  sorry.    Nearlv 
every  one  of  Feflding's  acquaintances-friends  he  had 
none,  except  the  Reverend  Joseph  MarsWn-disliked 
the  man,  although  they  invited  him  to  their  houses  and 
«rd  parties     Moreover,  there  had  gmwn  up  a  suspicfon 
diat  he  and  Colonel  Macartney  were  not  alto^ther 
•traight  m  the  mampulation  of  cards,  and  it  was  bdieved 
that    the    two    "tvorked"    togrther.    Rutland    had 
hinted  as  much  as  this  to  Lugard  one  day,  not  out  of 
dm«  animus  to  the  little  magistrate,  but  merely  as 

Sk^St"™"'  '°  '''  '°"°*  ^^'^  "^"^  ^ 
«  II  nfT"*  "'  "^"^^'"  Ward  had  replied  with  a  nod. 
a„H  -A     ^'P  ""^  "^f^?"  "5^"  ^"^  ^*>'  ^  gentleman, 

J^n  .'r^''  ^°'^^'  ^  ^^'  ^  cleverness,  or 
I U  shake  the  life  out  of  him." 

The  Commissary  paused  for  a  moment  with  his  hand 
on  the  newel  of  the  staircase,  uncertain  whether  to  go 
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aptuin  or  not  He  had  come  in  at  that  late  hour 
expecting  to  find  some  of  his  military  friends  there  as 
usu«l--men  ,^th  whom  he  would  often  remain  playing 
till  tne  small  hours  of  the  momin^-and  he  had  lo  ^i 
to  meet  either  Macartney,  Wray.  or  Feilding.  How- 
ever, he  quickly  decided  when  the  sounds  of  a  fresh 
altercation  reached  his  ears,  and  he  heard  Macartney 

with  Mr.  Feildmg,  and  let  me  tell  you  that  I  r^nt 
your  interference  in  this  matter  as  much  as  he  does 
It      'Presumptuous." 

" .  °"  '^'f  «f  ft  will  not  make  me  change  my 
opmicn,"  replied  Lugard's  cool,  dear  voice.    "I  say 

tnigt"'""'  "^"^  "  "''  ^"^  ''  P^^y  -y  °^°- 
There  was  a  sudden  smash  of  glass,  and  the  Com- 
missaiy  sprang  up  the  stairs,  three  steps  at  a  time,  and 
pushed  open  the  door  just  in  time  to  prevent  Macartney 
«id  Feildmg  attacking  Lugard  with  chairs.  The 
Amencan  was  standing  with  his  back  to  the  fireplace, 
and  Rutland  saw  that  the  overmantel  behind  him  was 
shattered.^  Wray,  whose  flushed  face  showed  that  he 
had  been  drinking  too  much,  was  on  his  feet  beside  the 
Amencan,  but  as  he  saw  Rutland  enter,  he  threw  him- 
self unsteadily  into  a  chair,  laughed,  and  said  : 

What  a  devil  of  a  row  over  nothing.    Macartn.y, 
you  re  an  out  and  out  beast.     It»s  a  pr.house  trick  to 
tnrow  a  decanter  at  a  man." 
Rutland  walked  over  to  Lugard  and  shook  hands  with 

,     ''    V!^^"«  ^°^  Macartney  sat  down  sullenly  and 
glared  viaously  at  the  American. 

«  How  are  you,  Mr.  Lugard  ?    Sorry  Pve  intruded." 
Then  tummg  round  quickly  and  facing  Macartney- 
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"  What  It  wrong,  Colonel.    You  don't  mean  to  tay  that 
you  threw  a  decanter  at  Wray  ? '» 

H  "J  '^Z  ''  "  '^'  ''^J^^  '^"*»"  "P"^^  Macartney, 
husky  with  paMion  and  pointing  to  Lugard.   "and 

very  wry  I  am  that  I  missed  him." 

Rutland  looked  at  him  in  contemptuous  silence  ;  then 
hi.  ghnce  ell  on  Feilding.  whose  ugly  feature,  were 
twitchmg  with  ill-concealed  pawion. 

"  May  I  ask  what  was  the  cause  of  the  disturbance, 
Mr.  Lugard  ? "  said  Rutland  suavely. 

"  Better  hear  the  version  of  those  two  "-he  paused 
for  a  second-"  gentlemen  there  "  ;  and  cigar  in  mouth 
he  nodded  nonchalantly  towards  his  opponents. 

tending  sprang  to  his  feet  excitedly. 

"  Mr.  Lugard  has  won  four  hundred  and  thirty  pounds 
from  me        ** 

Lu"a^d^  ^  ^"^*  "°^  ^^^  received  the  money."  remarked 

Feilding  glared  at  him  like  a  tiger,  went  to  the  writing- 
table    Mt  down,  and  began   to  write.    No  one  dis- 
turbed him  by  speaking. 
.     In  «^ew  minutes  he  had  finished,  and  coming  over  to 

T^  ""?  f  '"P  ^f  P*P*'  ^°  "•  ^n<J»  ««ve  it  to  him. 

There,     he  Marled.  "  is  an  order  on  my  banker. 

««>r  iiSO.    If  you're  too  anxiou.  to  wait  till  the  mornin* 

to  cash  It "  • 

"Oh^  I'm  in  no  hurry,  sir,"  replied  Lugard  quietly, 
who  knew  that  the  man's  paper  was  better  than  hii 
character ;  and  putting  the  order  in  his  pocket,  he  re- 
sumed his  former  careless  attitude. 

"  Well,  sir  as  I  was  saying."  began  FeUding  again, 
addressing  hmiself  to  Rutland,  who  had  now  seated 
himself  and  was  looking  stolidly  before  him,  although  he 
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found  t  hard  to  conceal  his  pleasure  at  Feadinf's 
loise^  as  I  was  saying,  Mr.  Lugard.  after  winning 
j^30  from  me,  cooUy  refuses  to  play  any  longer,  and  urges 
Mr.  Wray  to  cease  playing.  I've  never  heard  of  such 
a  tlung.    Monstrous  !    No  gentleman » 

;;  Is  that  so,  Mr.  Lugard  ?  "  inquired  the  Commissary. 
Yes,»»  was  the  laconic  reply. 

"  It's  all  veiy  well  for  you  to  say  *  yes  '  in  that  lordly 
•tyle,  growled  Macartney,  "  but  why  the  devil  did  you 
prevent  Wray  playing  ?  »  ^ 

Lugard  straightened  himself  up,  then  came  forward 
and  seated  himself  within  a  yard  of  Macartney,  and 
then  crossmg  his  arms  over  the  back  of  the  chair 
said :  ' 

**  Lieutenant  Wray  nill,  I  am  sure,  pardon  my  saying 
•o  -he  turned  and  gave  Wray  a  friendly  nod~"  but 
m  my  opinion  he  has  a  little-just  a  little-too  much 
liquor  aboard  to  play  with  you.  Colonel  Macartney. 
And  therefore,  as  Lieutenant  Wray  is,  in  a  manner,  my 
host  to-mght,  I  thought  that  the  exigencies  of  the 
tt^twn  called  for  my  friendly  interference  on  his 

"  By  heavens,  sir,"  cried  Macartney,  furiously  strilring 
his  clenched  hand  on  the  table,  «  you  had  better  be 
careful  of  what  you  say.  I'll  have  none  of  your  saucy 
ambiguity.    What  do  you  mean  to  insinuate  ? " 

"  NotUng  in  particular  beyond  the  fact  that  Lieu- 
tenant Wray  has  lost— how  much,  Mr.  Wray  ?  " 

"Nine  hundred,"  replied  Wray  sullenly,  but  as  he 
spoke  he  drew  his  chair  nearer  to  Lugard. 

"Has  lost  nine  hundred  pounds,  Colonel  Blacartney. 
And  I  thmk  he  played  very  badly,  and  you-exceedingly 
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There  was  a  dead  silence. 

"  You'U  answer  to  me  for  this,"  said  Blacartney 
hoarsely,  as  both  he  and  Fcilding  rose  to  their  feet 
together. 

"  I  don't  think  so,  Colonel  Macartney.  I  have  no 
intention  of  fighting  a  duel  with  you,  if  that  is  what  you 
mean.  Neither  will  I  give  you  another  chance  to  throw 
a  decanter  at  me,  for  I  don't  intend  to  play  cards  with 
you  again,  under  any  circumstances,  and  I  would  advise 

IT  l7  V"'^'"*  '°  '^'  Commissary~«Mr.  Rutland. 

as  well  as  Mr.  Wray,  to  play  very  carefully  with  two  such 

gentlemen  as  Mr.   Feilding  and  Colone'    -lacartney." 

Rutland  looked  at  the  two  men.    He  quite  expected 

to  see  Macartney  make  a  dash  at  Lugard,  buT  the 

Amencan  was  on  his  guard  ;  as  for  Feilding,  he  was  too 

insignificant  physically  to   be  considered.    For  some 

seconds  no  one  spoke,  then  the  Commissary  said  coldly  • 

^  P"«"«»«  that  you  know  what  Mr.  Lugard  nuans] 

Lolonel  Macartney,  and  you  also  Mr.  Feilding  " 

"Do  you  mean  that  Pve  been  rooked,  Lugard  ?  » 
cned  Wray,  with  sudden  fury.  ^ 

Lugard  jumped  up  from  his  chair,  and  eyed  both 
Feildmg  and  Macartney  steadily.  The  ex-soldier  was 
breathmg  heavily,  and  his  clenched  hands,  and  indeed 
his  whole  frame,  were  trembling  with  passion ;  the 
magistrate  who  stood  beside  him  looked  the  personifi- 
cation  of  fear  and  hatred  combined  as  he  glared  at  the 
Amencan,  waiting  for  him  to  speak.  He  had  not  to 
wait  long. 

"  I  mean  that  neither  of  these  gentlemen  play  an 
honest  game,"  was  the  slow  reply  to  Wray's  query. 

An  oath  burst  from  Macartney.  «  By  God  sir  I'll 
m^k,  you  fight  for  this.     If  I  can't  make  you  figh^ 
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•end  my  nigger  tervant  to  thrath  you  in  the  street " 
Lu^d  diwiained  to  reply,  and  turning  hit  back  on 
both  Macartney  and  FeHding,  went  up  to  Rutland  and 
offered  him  a  cigar,  just  as  the  Commissary  gave  them  a 
cold  "good  evening."    In  another  minute  the  front 
door  was  opened  for  them,  and  their  footsteps  were 
heard  as  they  descended  to  the  street.    Then  both 
Rutland  and  Wray,  by  a  common  impulse,  grasped 
Lugard's  hand,  and  the  latter  thanked  him  fervently. 
"And  I,  too,   thank  you,"  said  the  Commissary 
I  always  suspected  Macartney  of  cheating,  and  of 
course,  after  what  has  happened  to-night,  I  am  at 
Uberty  to  teU  my  friends  that  my  suspicions  are  now 
practically  confirmed." 

"  I  am  glad  to  be  of  service  to  you,"  said  Lugard. 
fhen  he  added  with  a  laugh,  as  he  rang  the  beU  for 
the  landlord,  «  and  I  am  especiaUy  glad  that  I  won  that 
^430 irom  that  little  greeny-eyed  ruffian.  I  want  ^.00 
of  It  for  an  especial  purpose— to  repay  money  borrowed 
by  a  fnend  of  mine  from  another  man  whom  I  have 
found  to  be  a  very  good  fellow." 

Then,  after  a  little  further  conversation,  Lugard  said 
good-night,  and  left  the  commissary  and  Wray  together. 
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CHAPTER  XVII 

Undee  a  blue  sky,  studded  with  myriad  stars,  Lugard 
walked  leisurely  home  to  his  hotel,  which  was  situated 
l«w  than  half  a  mile  away  from  the  "  Currency  Lass." 
He  was,  despite  the  anxiety  he  was  feeling  concerning 
the  whereabouts  of  the  Palmyra^  in  a  bright  moo<^ 
the  primary  cause  of  which  he  believed  to  be  his  luck 
at  cards  a  few  hours  before,  though  in  reality  it  was 

Wannga  she  had  been  constantly  in  his  thoughts ; 
try  how  he  would  not  to  think  of  her,  she  was  ever  l^fore 
him,  and  her  soft,  sweet  voice  seemed  to  be  stiU  murmur- 
ing the  words,  «  Ah,  you  have  made  me  so  very,  very 
hfPPy.  as  she  had  raised  her  dark,  tear-fUled  eyes  to 
hit  when  they  had  stood  together  under  the  canopied 

*".?W  n"  )J  "^^  'i^^^  ^"'"»  °^  Waringa  Creek 
WelJ,  I  m  glad  Fve  won  that  money  from  that 

^Zut    "'^*  ^°""^  °^  "  ^'^^^^"  ^^  'aid  to 
himself  as  he  sauntered  along  the  silent  street :    "  I'm 

glad  for  her  sake,  as  I  know  the  dear  little  soul  has 

wept  many  a  bitter  tear  over  that  matter  of  her  cousin 

Hewitt  and  the  Commissary.    However,  I'll  cash  the 

order  to-morrow  and  give  her  two  hundred  sovereigns  to 

•end  to  Rutland,  or  else  send  it  myself  to  him  before  we 

•kip  out  of  this  cursed  convict  hole.    And  Rutland  him- 
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self  is  a  good  fellow ; "  then  he  laughed,  for  he  could 
not  disguise  from  himself  the  fact  that  it  was  not 
because  Rutland  was  a  good  fellow  nor  yet  because  he 
(Lugard)  reaUy  had  a  strong  liking  for  Vincent  Hewitt 
that  made  him  wish  to  return  the  money  to  the  Com- 
miesary,  but  because  he  was  longing  to  see  Helen's  eyes 
lifted  to  his  once  more  and  hear  the  sweet  melody  of 
her  voice  as  she  would  put  her  hand  in  his  again.  Then 
he  suddenly  quickened  his  footsteps,  and,  turning  off 
from  Macquarie  Street,  walked  half-way  down  the  grassy 
hill  overlooking  Farm  Cove,  and,  careicss  of  the  heavy 
dew,  threw  himself  upon  the  ground  and  began  to  smoke. 
It  wanted  another  hour  to  daylight,  but  he  was  now  in 
no  mood  to  i  o  to  his  hotel  and  turn  in  till  breakfast- 
time.  Already  the  mist  which  had  lain  upon  the  quiet 
waters  of  the  harbour  was  beginning  to  thin  and  lift 
before  a  light  air  from  the  eastward  blowing  through  the 
Heads,  and  he  was  well  content  to  idle  away  an  hour  or 
two  and  wait  the  rising  of  the  sun  and  the  glorious 
panorama  it  would  reveal. 

"  \^'hat  a  great  blockhead  I  am  to  keep  thinking  of 
her ! "  he  said,  falling  into  his  old  habit  of  talking  to 
himself.  "  Hewtt  has  first  claim  on  her,  and  I  suppose 
she  must  be  in  love  with  him,  else  why  did  she  defend 
him  so  fiercely  against  that  bloated  old  hog  of  a  parson  ? 
...  I  wish  I  knew.  .  .  .  Hewitt's  a  fine  fellow,  and 
they've  known  each  other  since  childhood.  .  .  .  There's 
no  mistake  about  him,  anyway.  Yet,  perhaps,  after  all, 
it's  only  a  cousinly  feeling  on  her  part,  and  if  so  I'm 
not  going  to  throw  away  my  chance,  whatever  it  may 
be,  good  or  bad.  I'll  soon  find  out  how  the  land  lays 
once  we  are  safe  on  board  the  Palmyra,  .  .  .  and  all  it 
fair  in  love  and  war,  especially  when  you're  in  love  with 
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^f  d»  „«««.  link  wom«,  ia  die  world  Kk.  Hd« 
fce.rf-no  trymg  «,  creep  »  windward  and  t.ke  the 
a«jfo,  lum  a,  .U.    Play  a  fair  g.n.e  Z  no'pi,.^ 

^  ht  from  tlie  .teep-,o  dift  of  rugged  Middle  Head. 
whoM  b.«  „a.  foam-w.d«d  by  d,.  long  .weepi„""li 

?J,Z;  !  '»"••  '<>«»t-'I«d.  and  doping  hillt  and 

Wri'""^  °' ""  "^"y-"-"^*  ParramattT 

Iflfr^  .  .^  ""  '■"  M.,rlhorough,  frigate,  her 

lofty  .par.  towering  high  over  ,ho«  of  a  «,„»  Kt,k 
bngantn,.  Iyi„g  do.,  .k^g^j. .  ^^  .^^ 

U,  t  T'y  r*.  ?""«■  ^''y  M«cq»arie>.  Chair  Z, 
fat,  motherly-looldng  old  barque,  piinted  yellow  ^,h 
h.lrng  quarter  g.„.ri„  ,„d  ?„„;  ^  „,  j^^-;  ^ 

Dutch  E.,t  Ind»man.    She  wa.  the  Z/««,*J>»_^ 

looked  at  her  he  wa.  reminded  of  a  p,omi«  h.  ),^ 
».de  ,0  Captain  Jan  Schouten  ,0  pay'^^TvWt^f 

«n;::^°oidt'-  k'T'''"'"^^ ''^'Xh  ■i^" 

•pnul  old  Dutch  .kipper  wa.,  he  knew,  a  very  earlv 
me,  when  m  port  and  wa.  accu.tomed  ,0  ake  hh  cuT^ 

"tn^7h:trord::i'''"C7.iri;°'^'^"-' 

M.  tj^ught.  the  ..out  SretjlytUrsTlTr  :: 
that  moment  appeared  on  the  pocH«k  of  ,he  ^„^* 
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and  Logard  jumped  to  his  feet  and  gave  a  loud  hail. 
But  he  was  evidently  too  far  off  to  be  heard,  for  neither 
the  captain  nor  any  of  the  few  hands  on  deck  took  any 
notke— the  former  continued  to  pace  to  and  fro  on  the 
poop  and  the  latter  to  go  about  their  duties  on  the  main 
d^k. 

Descending  the  hill  till  he  came  to  the  water's  edge, 
Lugard  again  hailed,  and  this  time  was  both  heard  and 
recognised  by  the  Dutch  captain,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
a  small  scow  which  was  lying  alongside  put  off  and  he 
was  sculled  on  board. 

Schouten  welcomed  the  American  most  heartily,  and 
at  once  made  him  promise  to  remain  for  breakfast. 

"Look  you,  mine  friendt  Lugardt,"  said  he  as  his 
negro  steward  brought  them  coffee  and  Schiedam,  "I 
vas  zick  to  dct  of  tis  badt  convict  place.  Dere  is 
nodings  to  see  but  soldiers  mit  dere  ret  goats  and 
poor  hongry  brisoners.  Gif  me  Patavta.  Allemachte  ! 
Patavia  is  a  fine  place— goot  company,  joot  food  and 
tiink,  and  "—he  winked  his  fat  eye—"  Wendy  of  dose 
breddy  little  prown  Javanese  fraus." 

Lugard  laughed.  "You're  right  about  Sydney, 
captain.  It  is  a  dull  place,  as  you  say,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  when  I  see  the  last  of  it.  When  do  you  sail, 
captain  \" 

"  I  am  ready  to  lift  mine  anchor  dis  morning,  but  I 
have  me  some  pizness  to  do  mit  dot  oldt  Shew  man, 
Lamont.  He  bromise  me  he  vas  come  aboard  dis 
morning  and  settle  dings  up." 

"  Oh,  well,  he'll  turn  up  sure  enough,"  said  Lugard, 
who  knew  that  the  ship-chandler  and  Captain  Jan 
S^oatsn  were  old  acquaintances  and  had  done  many  a 
piofiuUe  bit  of  buiinest  in  defrauding  the  revenues  of 


ISO 

Here  it  U"  '^  "''  ""  "*'"  ''""'^••t- 

The  letter  wa,  f„„  ,he  emancipiw  Bolton  at  Pon 
Macquane,  and  had  been  forwarded  to  Sydwy  tWh 
d.e  uaual  n,y..eHou.  convict  agende..    Luprd  „a?^ 

I-oand  of  tobacco  on  tl«  quiet  ZtolAf     ..      '"i  ' 

^  t?  ''■^r '"••  "-"^l^o-trb'n^H  t 
tow.rd.^PoinI^„^t'an^-L-^ony^  beacb 
returned  witl«,u,  ..eing  .  dn^e  ..ST  """^ 
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**  Then  came  a  ticklish  time.    At  nine  o'clock  m  the 
morning  the  Palmyrs  was  sighted  off  Camden  Haven  by 
a  party  of  timber-cutters  working  under  an  overseer 
named  Duke,  who,  knowing  of  BIr.  Adair's  escape,  at 
once  rode  into  town  and  told  the  commandant  that  it 
was  not  unlikely  that  No.  17412  had  managed  to  get  on 
board  the  whaler.    Of  course  Duke  was  looking  forward 
to  getting  a  ahare  of  the  ^50  reward,  and  urged  the 
commandant  to  send  the  Government  cutter  out  to 
search  the  brig.    Murchison  soon  got  his  orders  and 
put  to  sea,  but  had  his  trouble  for  nothing,  for  when  he 
was  abreast  of  Cattai  Creek,  he  met  the  PMlmyra,  sailing 
leisurely  along  under  cruising  canvas  back  towards  Port 
Macquarie.    Carroll  brought  to,  and  then  came  aboard 
the  cutter  in  one  of  his  whaleboats,  and  asked  Murchi- 
son if  he  thought  that  he  (Carroll)  could  buy  a  bullock 
cheaply  at  the  port,  also  how  much  water  was  there  in 
the  bar,  &c.,  &c.,  as  he  thought  of  taking  the  brig  in  and 
giving  his  crew  a  few  days' liberty.    Murchison  answered 
his  questions,  and  then  bluntly  told  him  that  the  cutter 
had  been  sent  out  to  search  his  ship— a  convict  had 
escaped,  and  it  was  thought  that  he  might  have  got  on 
board  the  Pslmyra.    Carroll  laughed,  and  asked  Mur- 
chison to  come  aboard  and  make  a  thorough  search  and 
drink  some  good  Bourbon  whisky.    But  quite  satisfied 
that  Mr.  Adair  was  not  on  board  the  whaler,  Murchison 
declined,  and  Carroll  went  back  to  the  brig,  which  then 
kept  company  with  the  cutter  till  they  were  off  the  bar. 
Cafroll   then  went  ashore   and   bought  and  killed  a 
bullock,  remained  an  hour  in  the  town,  and  then  went 
off,  and  soon  after  the  brig  stood  out  to  sea  again. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  board  and  search  the  brig, 
while  she  was  lying  off  and  on  outside  the  bar,  for  when 
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dol:".;fd  w^tettiSrsj"  "•  r  ^ "" "»-  - 


CHAPTER   XVIII 

The  ship-chandler',  humi^  with  the  .Idpper  of  the 

had  foMhed  reading  Bolton*,  letter,  and  then  Lamont. 
declimng  the  captain',  invitation  to  remain  to  break- 

•  u   l"T    V  *^^  ^"^  *'««'  «  'ew  brief  word, 
with  the  American  concerning  their  own  busineu. 

You  may  rely  on  me  coming  or  ending  to  you  the 
moment  I  hear  any  fredi  new^  Captain  Lugard,"  he 
•aid  a.  he  went  over  the  nde  into  hi.  boat.  "  If  .he 
mak«  the  land  anywhere  between  Sydney  and  Port 
S^hen.  weTl  get  the  new.  within  twenty-four  hour.. 
But  I  think  with  you  that  Captain  CanoU  wiU  run  pa.t 
Sydn^  •nd  make  for  Botany  Bay  or  Port  Hacking.^ 

I  bope  he  doe.,"  Mid  the  American.  "Aayouwy 
It  wdl  be  «>  much  earier  for  my  friend,  and  my.elf  to 
get  aboard  at  Botany  or  Port  Hacking,  where  we  are  not 
•o  bkely  to  be  observed,  than  trying  to  get  through  the 
Head,  at  night-time  in  a  boat."  -»    «* 

When  Lugard  returned  to  the  poop  to  rejoin  the 
captam  he  found  him  giving  order,  to  the  mate  to  call 
the  hand,  to  lift  anchor  and  Ioom  Mil.. 
"^y».  ^^  yo«  off  to  .ea  thi.  morning  i »»  inquired 
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9^g  to  dunge  my  berth  pefore  I  do  go  to  .ea.  vich 
▼lU  pe  zoom  time  to-morrow  I  e«ni«l     i         j  ^ 
der  .Up  over  to  d.  odd.,  :^'o',SJ  Z  v^ 
ke  m«  uid  quiet,"  he«  he  ^^m^'^ 
jUpped  L„g.td  on  the  .houlde,  „d  ukJZ7:^i 

"I  shall  make  me  some  moneys  ond  of  th!«  tr,-« »»  k 
«id.  with  hi.  f„,  hu.ky  Uugh.^  heZitd  ^„^ 
to  .  «.t  „  the  cabin  table,  and  then  a.  he  knT he 
»«^J  confide  „  hi.  fomer  pa«e.^,  k.  toU  C2 
Lamont .  ™,t  to  the  Z//««^^  „  d«,  eatlvC, 
cojj^^  Ijvo  p,..e.ge^  .  ..j^  „j  g^OcL^^ 
"awn.  of  their  own  de.i«d  to  come  on  board  tfe  baroue 
«  pnvately  a.  po«ible,  and  therefote  he  (Scl«^t«)'« 
Wn  .  «,«««,  wa.  moving  the  ddp  over  tolL 
«>»e,  at  which  place  the  pawenM.  «».u 
b««d  nnob^rved'  Mo.t  likST^'tg  Zld  2^ 
on  board  that  nigh.  ;  and  thei  m^A^lf^ 
^J,  under  the  cabin  tM^O^TZltl 
eowungly  contrived  hiding-place  *^ 

Warf  .lu»k  hi.  head,    and  remarked  that  two 
^^^  no.  long  remain  in  «.ch  a  ck-e.  JZ 

.J^J^^'^V  '•"«'^  "d  «M  be  wa.  wen  aware  of 

manner  for  abwonding  convict,.  And,  he  aS 
I-mont  would  take  care  that  the  aearch  wa.  .^ 
P«*m«o,y  one-a  few  guinea,  given  to  the  hid  ^. 

would  be  all  that  wa.  required.  ^     ' 

"Ond  den,  you  ue,  mine  friendt  Lusart.''  uM  .1,- 

.hppe,  a.  he  doaed  the  hatch.  "  „^J^^ 


Helen  Admr 


155 


der  Heads,  deM  two  durdlc  dovei  can  be  as  happy  as 
ter  day  U  long ;  "  and  he  threw  open  the  door  of  a  state- 
room. Lugard  looked  in  and  saw  that  the  cabin  had 
not  only  been  newly  done  up  but  was  furnished  in  a 
most  elegant  style. 

"  Who  are  they,  Schoutcn  ?  "  he  inquired,  with  a 
certain  amount  of  interest. 

"  Mynheer  Thompson  und  Frau  Thompson— dot  is  aU 
I  know,"  repUed  the  Dutchman,  with  another  wink  of  his 
fat  eye,  "  but  I  should  think  dot  der  old  Shew  man 
knows  more  than  I  vas  know." 

"  I  guess  he  does,"  said  Lugard,  with  a  laugh.  "  Well, 
I  wish  you  and  your  passengers,  whoever  they  are,  a 
pleasant  and  speedy  voyage  to  Valparaiso.  No,  please 
don't  ask  me  to  stay  to  breakfast.  I'll  go  ashore  now 
before  you  get  under  weigh.  Like  yourself  and  Lamont 
I  have  some  particular  business  to  which  I  must  attend. 
So  good-bye,  Schouten,  and  good  luck  to  you  and  to  the 

He  shook  the  hand  of  the  good-natured  old  Dutch 
skipper  warmly,  and  in  a  few  minutes  was  on  shore 
again  and  on  his  way  to  his  hotel. 

"  Any  letters  for  me  i  "  he  asked  of  the  waiter  as  he 
sat  down  to  his  breakfast. 

"No,  sir;  none  this  morning.  Was  you  expeaing 
any,  sir,  anywhere  from  the  northward— Port  Hunter  " 
(Newcastle)  "  way,  sir  ?  " 

Lugard,  ever  on  the  alert,  looked  up  with  raised 
eyebrows.  "  No,"  he  said  carelessly  as  ht  broke  an 
egg,  "  not  from  Newcastle  more  than  from  any  other 
place.  I  have  no  acquaintances  up  that  way  that  I 
know  of  who  would  be  likely  to  write  to  me." 

"  That's  fortunate,  sir,  because  if  you  had,  and  they 


»56 
•note  to  you,  ym,  wouldn't  get  anv  tctt.,.  »-..     ~, 

'«..  nonh  of  th.  Hu„t".x"rtt  :„"i±"':t 

I.ugard  nodded  and  wen,  on  with  hi.  breal,fa«  Tk 
n«w.  had  no  intent  for  him,  «»eci.ira,  tJ.  '  ^' 
wlen  hi.  mind  wa,  bent  u^n^t^  <l«t  moment, 
whereabout,  of  the  PalZ"'^Y.\r  /''»«-*« 
not  dream  of  .„ch  a  oonZ.ncv^Vth.^"*''  ^  «"'''' 
interfering  with  the  co«r«*^"  ev^t^rT  u'.*  '"*' 
•o  dwply  concerned  itk^  •  T  "  "''"''  "»  *" 
hi.  fufure  •      '"''  •"  '"'"y  ■»»'*  «»  <"«  with 

br«kfaV,,"::ith?he"'S  "  "•  "'  "'"'^  "«»» "^ 
loom,  honw  Ge^,°    »!u    """"f*  ""  ""^^t  *« 

-  .tH<ii-Tto'TnTf"td".:\ij'".:^:^rf*!™^; 

the  gum-tree.  lining  the  banV^  """"fned  foluge  of 
Hunter  «,d  curnn.  hil  ow,  ?\         '"^'"''  <"  *« 

.hi:  t J-S:^  ;t„^'r;;.^'r;-  - 1- 

«-«>ldier  .ervant;    "ha«  it    ri7*    K     ""^  'o  J^ 
•uch  a  di.mal  prophet  of  fJl  V  T"  "^'  °"'"'  ^^ 

"I'm  q-i.e^t^lSTtX^ir'-'t;''^*"-?'".:" 
«nd  he  pointed  to  a  hl.rJTii     '  f  *  *°°"'  ""«  - 

the  »dS:n  rornd"";^S".:'rcr'^''°'' 
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dWUced  Ifrt.  Uthom,  he  would  waiingly  have  risked 
Ui  life  over  and  over  a^ain  to  save  her  from  the  open 
dufr«ce  and  shame  which  he  was  sure  would  result  all 
too  soon  unl^  he  could  get  to  Sydney  and  rescue  her 
irom  Jier  fatal  infatuation  from  Wray. 

"  Heavens  above  I »  the  doctor  cried  to  himself  as 
he  stamped  up  and  down  the  muddied  bank  and  watched 
the  surging,  roaring  yellow  flood  tearing  past  him  on  its 
way  to  swell  the  still  mightier  volume  of  the  Hunter, 
to  think  any  woman  could  be  such  a  hideous,  glaring 
fool !    Lathom.  as  Hne  a  fellow  as  ever  wore  the  King's 
uniform,  high  on  the  road  to  advancement,  good-Iookin* 
and  a  long  way  better  educated  than  ninety  out  of  evenJ 
hundred  soldier  men  one  meets  nowadays,  and  loving 
her  shaUow  fool  as  she  is.  better  than  his  life !    What 
m  God  s  name  could  she  see  in  a  man  like  Wray-a 
man  whose  dissolute  life  was  common  talk-is  common 
talk  now  in  Sydney,  as  she  and  every  other  woman  in 
the  colony  kno^^  ?      Heaven  preserve  me  from  making 
a  fool  of  myself  by  marrying  any  woman  under  the  sun  I 
Ten  chances  to  one  that  I  would  meet  with  poor  Lathom's 
uck.    Poor    Fred !    Thank    God    he    doesn't    know 
I  m  stuck  up  here  on  the  bank  of  this  infernal  creek 
instead   of   being  in    Sydney.    Lord!   how   I   should 
like  to  have  Mr.  Maurice  Wray  in  front  of  me  at  twelve 
paces,  or  better  still,  take  it  out  of  him  with  a  good 
green-hide  horsewhip.    Perhaps,  however.  A/  is  care- 
ful If  she  IS  not,  and  people  may  not  be  t    king  as  much 
as  I  imagme.    Then  there  is  that  giri  Helen  Cronin 
with  her.  .  .  .  I'll  .take  my  life  that  thai  giri   can 
neither  be  corrupted  nor  bribed.     I  know  she  is  devoted 
to  t^thom,  and  has  strength  of  will  and  character 
enough,  I  beheve,  to  make  her  mistress  feel  very  un- 
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J     '     /  .   """  "'**  """«  'o  "glwl,  "  Poor  Fred." 
»d  ...red  gloomOy  .,  d«  wild  rJofU^^g^- 

obttacfc  to  the  journey  upon  which  he  had  tet  out  in 
juch^l-....  ,0,  hi.  .ifection  for  L..h.„  waa^iLH," 

A  few  dajt  before,  ere  Lathom  had  been  «.,.  tl.- 

^^  ""»■', I'™*"'*  devMtation  and  ruin   ,oT 
^kr.  near  the  co.,,.  meant  a  good  «a«,n  and  proj! 
^ty  to  the  p«,p|e  of  Waringa  and  it.  vicinity/X 
or  long  month.  pa.t  had  anxioualy  awaited  the  br^k 
l««  up  of  the  d«,ught.    Haldane  him«lf  w«  onTo 
^.rgct  .todd^lder.  in  the  di.trict.  andT^  .udd™ 

P«mh  of  «arvation  and  thint  if  he  could  have  got  to 
Sydney  before  the  river,  came  down.  ^ 

.u  "I""'.'".  "»  "*ed  in  de,p«ration  to  their  wotv 

The  Mack  feUow  d«x.k  hi.  head.  It  could  not  be 
don.  under  a  week  he  .aid ;  d««  «r„b.  i«~„"^bk 
«en  to  cattle,  lay  betw«»  th«n  and  the  h«ad^«  of 
A.  «^en  creek ,  and  to  make  a  dftour  wa.  im^bl^ 

water.  «d  would  remain  «  until  ,h.  creek  began  to 
fan.  IWe  WM  nothing  for  them  to  do  but  to  wai  ° 
^  b.vm,  «n,r..«d  hi.  Wew.,  which  Haldan.  ta^ 

•«rch  for  K,me  dry  firewood  for  the  coSng  uigj,, 


CHAPTER  XIX 


Whilst  Lugard  was  placidly  eating  his  breakfast 
in  his  ho*-l,  and  Captain  Jan  Schouten  was  sailing 
the  lumbeiAig  old  Leeuwardin  over  to  Sirius  Cove,  the 
Reverend  Joseph  Masbin  was  entertaining  a  visitor  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Feilding,  who,  knowing  that  the 
clergyman  was  a  very  early  riser,  had  called  before  eight 
o'clock.  He  found  the  portly  gentleman  seated  in  a 
summer  arbour  in  the  garden,  awaiting  the  breakfast- 
bell. 

"  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  you,  my  dear  sir,"  said  Marsbin 
in  his  thick,  ponderous  tones  as  he  extended  his  fat 
hand  to  the  foxy  little  magistrate,  who  bent  over  it  as  if 
it  were  the  hand  of  the  king  himself  ;  "  it  is,  as  you 
know,  my  custom  to  arise  at  six,  and  after  spending  an 
hour  in  walking  over  the  grounds  and  seeing  the  resultt 
of  the  previous  day's  labour  of  my  assigned  servants  in 
the  various  fields,  to  retire  to  the  seclusion  of  this  rustic 
shed  for  rest  and  meditation  till  the  morning  meal  is 
announced.  It  is  now  within  five  minutes  of  eight  of 
the  dock,  and  it  wiU  afford  me  great  pleasure,  my  dear 
sir,  if  yow  will  partake  of  that  meal  with  me.  Hum,  ha  !  » 

"  With  pleasure,  reverend  and  dear  sir,"  said  the 
magistrate,  with  a  servile  smile,  as  he  rubbed  his  hands 
t<^ther  and  again  bowed  to  the  long-winded  parson. 
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"I  dun  b.  delighted.  eepeeulJy  „  I ]»,«  cdled  to  Me 
)»»  on  .  matter  of  imporamce-tJuit  b  to^b«^ 
my  knowI«J,e  «.d  bdief.  it  i.  .  Jni'^-^J^ 
B»  »  yo«  opinion  it  m.y  not  be  «,,  in  whiS^^' 
-^.rdo.  my  t«.p.Mm,  upon  you,  ^„.We  ^  ^ 

Ij?     •  J*"  Mteemed  edvice." 
oft^i^*""'  gentlemen  .waUowed  the  oily  Betterv 

bre.kf..t-beU  rwg,  and  ente«d  the  dfainZo^  , 
toT^  r*"t"^  •P*""""'  c«ef«llyTded 

x^a.i'xsr"""  ""■  ^^  '"-^  "^  ^ 

"»«•«  aayj,  the  t«fo  convict  terrante— a  mar  and  . 
«n.a„  who  we«  fa  attendanc_we«  diJ^  b^ 

"  ?^.''"*"*«  •""»«  '•"h"  "llurion  to  the  ob^ 

•n  important  matter  with  the  Reverend  loaeph.  wW 
«P».a,io.  a.  .  rxKl  trencherman  wa.  widd^^bSw 

a  fatri  muuke  for  hfa,  to  broach  the  .ubject  of  hi.  viA 

Gownor  after  mtnewing  the  cleric',  performance.  « 
fat  par«>n  enjoy,  a  good  dinner  a.  mnch  a.  he  dc« 

JriT^v  ^J^y***"*i  Governor,  who  had  ni  caw. 
.0  love  the  Reverend  Jouph.  a,  fim  laugh!!?.  S^ 
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i^hed  and  whispered  back  that  they  mutt  hope  for  the 
bett— perhaps  the  worthy  gentleman  might  be  giyen  a 
btihopnc  at  home. 

"  I  doubt  if  the  man  would  accept  it,  sir,"  growled 
the  doctor.  "  He  would  find  the  intonation  of  p«Ums 
and  hymns  deadly  dull  after  the  merry  swish  of  the 
•cat '  to  which  he  has  been  so  long  habituated,  and  to 
which  he  has  sent  so  many  of  those  whom  he  calh 
*  the  unregenerate  and  hardened.'  " 

However,  breakfast  was  finished  at  last,  and  with  a 
•igh  of  satisfaction  Mr.  Marsbin  leant  back  in  his  chair 
for  a  moment,  then  bent  his  head  and  returned  thanks 
« Now,  my  dear  sir,"  he  said,  with  beaming  pon^ 
derousness  to  Feilding,  "  pray  teU  me  in  what  way  I 
c»n  be  of  service  to  you." 

"Oh,  sir,  I  do  not  seek  to  secure  any  advantage  or 
^vour  for  myself  at  your  esteemed  hands,"  replied 
FeUdmg,  m  his  harsh,  rasping  voice,  which  sounded  like 
•  file  playing  on  the  teeth  of  a  rip-saw ;  "  I  merely 
came  to  confide  to  you-before  aU  else-knowing  your 
deep  mtsrest  in  the  colony  and  its  welfare,  my  sus- 
picions of  the  hona-fidts  of  that  person  Lugard." 

The  clergyman  became  interested  at  once.  "  I  must 
confess  that  I  am  not  altogether  satisfied  in  my  mind 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Lugard.  The  Governor,  however  "— 
here  he  smiled  sourly  and  turned  down  the  comers  of 
his  lips—"  seems  to  consider  him  as  a  trustworthy  and 
reliable  person,  inasmuch  as  His  ExceUency  has  honoured 
him  by  repeated  invitations  to  Government  House 
Hum,  ha ! " 

"His  ExceUency  is  a  most  unsuspicious  mao^sir." 

"  Ha,  indeed  I    Not  only  unsuspicious,  but  untjLik- 

ing  and  wanting  in  that  matured  and  calm  judgijeni 
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which  1.  JO  ewential  a  requirement  for  such  a  high  and 
retponiible  position  as  that  of  a  Governor  of  onTof  His 
lUjeaty^.  colonies."    Hi.  fat,  heavy  features  darkened 
with  sudden  anger.    « I  may  as  well  tell  you  now,  sir, 
m   r^rd   to   your  application   for   the   position   of 
^rintendent  at  Port  Macquarie,  which  I  strongly 
recommended  as  certain  to  be  agreeable  to  the  home 
.ttthonties,  as  ExceUency  was  so  good  as  to  inform  me 
that  he  considered  you  to  be  '  a  most  unsuitable  man.» 
1 1^  deeply  hurt  at  his  manner,  and  still  more  astonidied 
•t  m.  appointment  of  Captain  Lathom-a  most  worthy 
man  m  many  respects,  but  whose  ill-judged  leniency 
to  the  convicts  committed  to  his  charge  has  been,  and 
tt  stUl,  most  notonous.    Hum,  ha  !  " 

"Most  notorious,  sir,"  chimed  in  Feilding,  his  smaU 
•hifty  eye.  guttering  with  spite,  for  he  hated  Lathom  a. 
much  as  he  hated  the  Governor,  whose  scorn  and  con- 
tempt  for  himjelf  had  been  expressed  unoffidaUy  more 
than  once;    "most  notorious.    StiU  I  bear  Captain 

Lathom  no  ill-wiU  for  his  good-fortune "     ^ 

"Ceruinlynot.mydearsir.  I  am  sure  you  are  above 
•ny  tudi  petty  feelirg  of  animosity,"  said  the  clergy- 
ma^  who  had  now  recovered  his  equanimity ;  «  and  ^u 
need  have  no  fear  of  the  6nal  result.  My  strong  re- 
wmmendation  of  you,  which  is  now  well  on  its  way  to 
the  Home  Mce,  wHl  receive  the  attention  it  m«it., 
despite  His  Excellency's  rashness  in  thrusting  aptain 
Lathom  mto  the  position.  But  we  are  straying  froi  the 
•ubject ;    this  American " 

/I?''*".*'?  "^  ^""^^  «^«'«'  «'»  that  the  MU0g,doh\tct 
of  h»  miSMon  to  the  colony  was  to  discover  if  any  of 
the  descendants  of  a  convict  named  A«:ott,  who  came 
to  the  colony  with  the  First  Fleet,  were  in  existence. 
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Now,  lie  haf  had  ample  time  to  make  inquiriet ;  in  fact. 
I  know  that  he  told  Rutland  that  after  hit  vint  to  Port 
lUcqiurie  he  was  satisfied  that  there  were  no  descen- 
dants,  male  or  female,  of  the  convict  Ascott  aUve-or 
at  least  alive  in  this  colony." 
"Hum— ha!    Proceed,  sir." 
"  Now,  fir,  it  is  my  belief  that  this  man  is  here  for 
•ome  fllegal  purpose ;    possibly  he  is  the  emissary  of 
•ome  foreign  government  sent  out  to  ascertain  the 
condition  of  the  colon/s  defences ;   or,  again,  he  may 
hs  m  coUu«on  with  that  detestable  gang  of  viUains  in 
Bngland  who  have  already  succeeded  in  effecting  the 
••cape  of  several  Irish  rebels  from  Van  Dieman's  Land." 
The  clergyman's  heavy  face  darkened  again.    «  Ha  » 
he  must  be  watched,  Feilding;   he  must  be  watched. 
Yet,  as  he  It,  m  a  measure,  under  the  Governor's  wmg 
we  must  proceed  with  caution." 

•-Undoubtedly,  sir,"  said  FeUding,  with  an  evil 
•mile,  for  he  knew  that  Marsbin  and  the  Governor 
were  on  bad  terms,  though  the  former  was  careful 
to  craceal  his  antagonism  to  the  latter  as  much  as 
pottible  from  the  miHtary  and  civilian  officials  of  the 
crfony J  and  that  he  (Marsbin),  though  not  capable  of 
d«Kendmg  to  direct  misrepresentation  of  facts,  would 
be  nncerely  pleased  to  see  the  Governor  either  sus. 
pended  or  recalled. 

"  With  caution— great  caution,"  continued  the  clergy- 
man. "  Neither  you  nor  myself  must  place  ourselves  in 
a  false  potttwn." 

"  I  understand,  sir.  I  shall  be  most  cautwus.  For- 
tunately my  position  as  a  magistrate  and  Inspector  of 
Fnsont  gives  me  certain  powers  which  will  enable  m^ 
If  necessary,  to  act  without  consulting  his  Excdlency. 
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I  can  have  this  man  arretted  on  aiiapidon  of  beint  • 
dMgerous  penon-with  the  concurrence  of  anoLr 

maglitrate."  mmnamg 

«  You  may  rely  upon  my  aid,  tir ;  but  I  rely  upon 
your  judgment  and  discretion  to  make  no  miiuket  It 
it  a  tenout  matter  to  arrett  a  tubject  of  another  nation." 

Feilding  put  hit  hand  in  hit  pocket  and  drew  out  a 
«»et  of  paper,  which  he  handed  to  Martbin. 

"Latt  night,  tir,  I  wat  in  the  company  of  thit  Mr. 
Lugard,  togethw  with  my  friend  Colonel  Macartney, 
and  Wenant  Wray,  It  it,  at  you  tee,  the  beginning 
of  a  letter,  which  for  tome  reaton  he  did  not  finith.  and 
placed  m  hit  pocket,  mott  probably.  In  removing  hit 
coat-the  evening  wat  very  warm  when  we  tat  down  to 
pla>N-,t  mutt  have  fallen  out.  I  took  the  liberty  of 
Fcfang  It  up  unobterved  and  putting  it  in  my  pocket, 
for  -hit  eyet  tparkled  malevolently-"  I  have  alwayi 
been  tutpiciout  of  thit  Mr.  Lugard,  if  Lugard  it  Ut 

ft  wat  indeed  the  beginning  of  a  letter  which  Lugard 
fatended  to  detpatch  to  Helen  that  evening,  but  jutt  at 
he  had  began  to  write  Wray  had  come  in.  There  were, 
fortunately,  but  a  few  linet : 

"  ^^  »«^  M"»  ADAi«,-Pray  be  prepared  now  at 
any  moment.    There  is  every  indication  of  thit  Ion* 

2^ljlj?»"   ^^^'  ^'^^^    "P'    "**    ^*    ^^ 

A  ^  ?*  11*  ^^  ^^  clergyman  bent  hit  browt.  "  Adair. 
Adaiiu-Afw  Adair!  Do  you  know  of  «iy  «,ch 
woman  ?  "  /     -«. 

"  No,  tir— not  even  among  the  convictt ;   but  there 
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«>ifia^^^^^  rebel,  u^der  p«u,  ^^^ 

"Haltotliereis!  A  pettflent  traitor !  Iremember 
ti^nmne  now  You  have  good  ground,  for  your 
•"•PWOM.  my  dear  ttr.  Have  tJii.  man  Lugard  weU 
watched.  It  i.  quite  likely  he  U  a  dangeroJT^n. 
But  be  careful  not  to  alarm  him." 

wMtd  with  his  moming'i  work,  and  thirsting  for 
'wrenge.  " 
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TowAiD.  noon  of  that  day  the  heat  became  so  intense 
and  stifling  in  the  sun-baked  streets  of  the  town  itself 
that  even  Lugard,  accustomed  as  he  was  to  torrid  dimes, 
eagerly  sought  the  shidy  side  of  the  road,  as  he  took  his 
way  towards  the  "  Governor  PhiUip,"  an  hotel,  or  rather 
inn,  much  frequented  by  the  masters  of  ships,  British 
and   foreign,   which   visited   Port   Jackson.    Here  it 
waa  his  practice  to  remain  for  half  an  hour  or  so  every 
day,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  English 
newspapers  (from  six  to  eight  months  old)  and  such  other 
Uterature  as  was  disposed  about  the  coffee-rocm  table, 
but  m  reaUty  to  listen  to  the  shipping  news  of  the  port 
as  discussed  by  the  ship-masters  who  frequented  tlw 
place.  ^ 

"Good  morning,  sir,"  said  a  dark-faced,  black- 
whiskered  merchant  skipper  named  Graves,  as  he 
entered  the  bar.  "How  do  you  like  this  kind  of 
weather  ?  " 

"  Not  much,  I  can  assure  you,  captain,"  replied  the 
Amencan,  as  he  sat  down.  « I  reckon  I'm  pretty  tough, 
but  this  is  as  bad  as  Cakutta  or  Rangoon  or  any  such 
devU  s  hole,  and  PU  be  glad  when  it  begins  to  cool  off 
a  Wt. 

"That  won't  be  very  long.    We're  going  to  have 
a  nice  stiff  south-easter  before  another  hour.    Hallo, 
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IWrflle  I »  ««J  G««.  Aook  luwd.  with  .  newcomer 
•horn  he  muodocrf  w  Luprf  „  c^^  IfclXT 

^»£r°  .  Und.  wh«.  d«  had  l«,d«I  h.,  «,^  01 

"  Did  yo«  lee  any  riiip.  coming  op  along  the  eoatt  f " 
.rf«d  Grave  and  L.g«d  li..en«i  Zg^yL  hiaXL. 
Ym,  I  «iw  the  7Wm,  tranaport,  off  Cape  Howe 
and  th„  n.„™ng  a,  daylight  a  -Hu  i^,.iSZ^^ 
bng  pa«ed  n.  w,th»  hailing  diaunce.  She  *«m«l  ti 
be  heading  Bouny  Bay  way." 

«„".15  '-1  "^'''u  ""  ''''"9"-  S""'*  •««»  ««i«ng 
np  Md  down  the  eoa«  for  a  good  many  montha.  and 

k~b«nm  here,  conple  of  time.  ,o«l,^.  iXt^^ 
the  riapper  „  ttying  Botany  o,  ton  Hacking  for  ^ 
change.    He  wa.  telling  m.  that  Pon  Jack»n  w^  ' 

^U^Sd-S?" '""--  — "-^  o"-^ 

h.'^S^'r'"''  '^'^.  1™"  *''°^  and  in  a  few  minute. 
b«  bade  G»ve.  and  hi.  friend,  good  motaing.  ..d  Z 
»«  toward.  Lunonf.  «o«  in  Queen  Ch«Z.  ^ 

l:fS5.         *  ""  '^^  •^  J*"  "»""'  •-"  "^  ~^ 

^  he  wdked  along  the  hot.  diwty  .treet  the  dunge 
L  ^*^i  which  had  been  predicted  by  ^Z 
came  about  Heavy  aa«e.  of  dull,  bkck  cloud,  w^ 
qmcUy  jathermg  toward,  the  »„thward  and  eaa,  JI^ 
"d  before  he  reach«l  the  dup<h«,dler'.  yard  thefim 

Ifctook  off  hi.  wide  Pan«n.  hat  and  let  the  .weet. 
"fr«hmg  mn  beat  down  upon  hi.  W^k,  „     k^"^ 


1m  walked  urn 


icoacernedly 


on. 
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I  WMder  wh.t  my  «re„  Uttle  Hel«,  i,  doia,  Z^ 

*-«f»«i ,  tweet  the  w,  but  not  for  you,  my  bov  io  don»* 
be  •  fool  and  dream  of  impowiblVSbZ  -  ^'      ^""^  ' 
««.  l-amont,  »tandinff  at  the  dd/^^.      j 

Ofc  J^'       ''^*"*  ^"**''^  y**"  «°«  be  vet  through. 
Oh,  dear  me  ;   you  mutt  let  me  mm^A  .««         »n«»«gli. 

botd  for  a  ^^^^  *  "^  "^^  *»»«  ^^  y^" 

I  «Srit"  IdT. '' "^  *^- ^-"^-^^  I«meyou 
1  enjoy  It.    And  I'm  not  ouitc  »  »>  .. •       ■ 

It  Mr.  Lunont  in  » •'  »  "«  »  yon  uu(u«. 

«»»e  mto  the  Bttmg-reom  .nd  III  ,dl  bim  «»1« 
!««•  H«*o»'<  keep  you  wM,ingfo,»,«,kr!^ 
■unutM,  I  am  «ufe."  ^^  *  "* 

I«»«d  entered  x^  ri,tiar«om  -J  took  .  M.t  by 
d^Am^d  .fter  wdting  .bout  fiw  „i„^  £ 
bwd  the  J«^,  voice ;  he  WM  .pedrio,  in  nithTk^ 

;2"»;ed"o.tr„^Xo^!^' 

And  you'll  h«k /^n  k« I  ^t     »  -«««««er,i 


you'U  be  OS  board  the 


Jbhinf. 
>a  a  Uttie  over 
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an  hoar  from  the  tune  you  itart.  I  mw  Captnin  Schou- 
ten  tbii  morning ;  everything,  you  wiU  find,  hw  been 
done  Mtitfactorily,  and  you  wiU  see  that  all  your  own 

that  he  mU  Mil  at  won  at  pottible  after  the  tearch- 
hcMit  hat  left  the  thip  for  the  thore^-in  fact,  the  moment 
the  boat  leave,  you  irill  be  able  to  go  into  your  cabin 
witn  tafety.    But  on  no  account  mutt  you  or  the  ladv 
go  on  deck  untU  the  thip  it  well  clear  of  the  Headt  • 
for  not  only  would  you  be  teen  by  the  people  of  the' 
other  thip.  you  will  patt,  but  the  lookout  on  South 
Head  would  be  ture  to  obterve  you,  and  he  might 
perhapt,  caute  trouble.    He,  and  aU  the  other  ^. 
•ervice  men  know  that  there  wat  no  female  on  board 
the  Uiuwmriin  when  the  arrived  here  from  Batavia. 
jmd  temg  one  when  the  wat  leaving,  it  it  more  than 
Mkely  they  would  tignal  to  the  guard-boat  to  atop  the 
barque  and  make  inquiriet." 

"I  undemand,  Lamont.    I  thai  be  very  careful. 
Now,  good-bye."  ^  ««^iui. 

.  Lugard,  g«ieraUy  to  coUected,  gave  a  ttart  of  atton- 
Mhment  at  he  recognited  Wra/t  voice,  and  ttepping 
toftly  away  from  the  window  near  which  he  had  beeu 
«tting,  he  taw  the  young  oflicer  patt  out  into  the  ttrect 
and  walk  quickly  away. 

"  So  it  it  my  gallant  young  toldier  friend  who  it 

who  it  the  hidy,"  he  thought,  at  he  tried  to  remember 
tJic  namet  of  temal  wwnen-reputable  and  otherwite- 
wbom  he  had  heard  coupled  with  Wray»a. 

Lwnont  entered  the  room  and  put  an  end  to  hit  brief 
Butmgt, 


Any  letter,  Lamont  \ 


i;o 

ril^^f  f  •    *".'  "*y  ^''^  teli.  me  that  the 
^'^"'Mj»  hat  jutt  arrived  and  reDort.  h-ir«L  u 

^«/«iivr«  headin.  toward.  !!«•   ^^       .  ^'  "^  ^^ 

or  to-night  which  you  m.yVhi„k7d^^."°V        'i 
,.«^«  h.  will  find  the  .pot  X'^tT^JrjT^ 

"wybe  you  have  to  «.  „;T  ^         '  "o«gomeiy,  u 
.1.        '^    nave  to  go  on  foi  three  or  four  mil«  tJL^ 
tie  .pot  where  you  will  n,t»  him     nToir^, 
<l«P«nd  upon  what  CarreU  „y.  Tu,lL^\ 
-.y  .he  guide  c«,  be  tr«.ted  ^  mlkZ^'^L 

c-led  .  Captain  t:,^:^'^'.  JT  «'  ""-«  " 

J:^r^.u^— '^-'^^^'^ 

^^^     mm  tnat  <uch  an  event  waa  moat  imliicely  to 

«/!iT*'"  •«*•"  J"  "H  in  explanation,  "all  that  »» 
of  the  counter  i.  «ther  cove.!«J  with  tea^Teel^r^ 
coBwt.  of  a  .erie.  of  waterJ^Ie.  or  «^«  JSl  *^ 
•t  i.  fr«,««,ted  in  the  daySmT  by  m^^  «*^ 
to  dKK.t  kangaroo,  and  dX  .»  .T^K^  ,kL 

I»l«*.    It  »  only  withm  the  confine,  o^  or  near  S. 


-»>!*, 

..^•f 
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town  tliat  you  wfll  run  ritkt ;  if  you  tee  a  patrol  cominc 
you  mutt  uie  every  endeavour  to  avoid  it ;  if  you  are 
challenged,  aU  you  can  do  is  to  -de  at  hard  at  you 
can  and  get  into  the  tcnib.  M'  n.an  .411  not  fail  you. 
but  you  mutt  ttick  to  him  clorHy.  4  J,  -„  c^  durion. 
remember  thit-that  althou:^h  you  may  nor  ueet  a 
counted  patrol,  both  conttahlt*  «n.!  AAx.x.,  len  on 
foot,  only  chaUenge  a  moui.ied  n  au  once.  Pad  :'aen  fire 
immediately  if  he  does  nc  •  halt 

Lugard  nodded,  and  then,  .£r  r  a  l^ti.  further  con- 
▼ertation  with  the  thipKrhandl-r  c^ncf^,..^  the  final 
payment  he  (Lamont)  wat  to  recer  !.-  t,H)k  up  a  pen 
•nd  wrote  a  few  linet  to  Helen,  teUing  her  on  no  account 
to  leave  the  house,  as  the  PaLmyt^  was  very  near  and 
that  he  might  have  to  send  tor  her  to  come  to  Lamont't 
house  tlMt  afternoon,  though  he  hoped  he  should  not 
luve  to  do  to  till  darkness  set  in.  Kc  closed  and  sealed 
the  note  and  gave  it  vo  Lamont,  who  called  in  hit  own 
female  tervant  and  told  her  to  hand  it  to  Helen  hertelf. 
Atk  to  tee  Mrt.  Lathcm»t  maid-Helen  Cronin— 
and  teU  her  that  there  it  no  antwfsr." 

Bidding  the  Jew  good  morning  for  the  present,  the 
Amwican  went  to  Feilding't  bankers  and  cashed  that 
gentleman's  note  for  ^30,  taking  the  payment  in  gold 
and  notes.  The  latter,  which  amounted  to  /aoo  he 
carefuUy  cndoted  in  an  envelope  and  with  it  a  theet  of 
paper  on  which  he  wrote : 
••  With  Vmcent  Hewitt't  complimentt." 
Then  he  addretted  it  to  Mr.  Committary  Rutland, 
put  it  into  hit  pocket  and  walked  out  of  the  bank. 
Muling  to  himtelf,  for  he  intended,  all  going  well,  to 
^f!T^."  ^*»  *^«  ^«5iy  official  before  Helen  and  him- 

d  he  wat  picturing  to  himtelf 


ever. 


Hntlud'i  kwk  of  .woBiilunm,  wh«  l-  ~-.^    .. 

.wi«X't!£r.f^  -.» i«  -«  -OH  -  U 
B»t  it  w»  of  Heto  of  whom  he  w„  drfnU.,  ^ 


CHAPTER  XXI 
At  four  o'clock  tlutafteraoon  Un.  Lathom  wm  seated 

t  ?^'^~t^i!°.  '^*  ^"^«'"*  ^°"-»  »«>^«  "tently 
•t  a  letter  which  lay  outtpread  upon  her  lap,  and  think- 

"*!.?!  ^*  '^fP  "^^  ^"*^  *»«  ^^'^K  »  •  few  hourt. 
•K  i  ■"J^^5,«^»^<i  8°  wrong  "-die  diuddered  at 
the  thought-"  I  diould  die  of  fright.     Oh,  how  I  with 

"JTu!]"*'  t  ^*?  ^""  ***  ^«t-o'.  «t  least  four  and 
•  half  before  I  can  leave  here.    Oh,  heavens  I  if  any  of  the 
Grainger  girk  should  waylay  me  before  I  can  get  out!" 
W>e  looked  at  the  note  again  and  read : 

« Come  at  nine,  or  as  soon  after  nine  as  possible. 
Don  t  put  your  bonnet  on  when  you  come  downstairs, 
for  fear  Mrs.  G.  or  the  girls  might  see  you  as  you  p.* 
the  drawing-room.    They  would  be  sure  to  ask  you 

where  you  were  going  and  oier  to  come  with  you.    But 

throw  a  Ught  shawl  over  that  sweet  little  head,  as  the 

nifht  air  IS  sure  to  be  chiUy.    Then,  once  you  reach  the 

ijerandah,  go  down  the  steps  at  the  north  end  and  into 

the  lower  garden  at  the  back  of  the  house.    No  one  is 

Wiely  to  see  you.  as  the  trees  are  so  thick,  and,  even  il 

th^rdid,  they  would  only  think  you  were  walking  about 

•Jijoy^  the  cool  night  air.      The  gate  leading  out 

rT^  the  end  of  the  garden  is,  as  you  know,  never 

locked  until  eleven.    Unlatch  it  and  thrn  walk  to  the 

end  of  the  terrace,  where  you  wiU  find  me  awaiting  you. 

m 


Of  course  something  m.y  prevent  my  <UrIin»  fnim 

Fonunately  Mr^  GrB::.?:^!^  lo^S  t'^ 
up  before  ,,.30-and  ah.  dearest,  I  «,  long  fofyoTT 


A  smile  lit  up  her  fair,  sweet  face  as  she  oreta^d  th. 
letter  to  her  false  lipft    th^  .».:i     <  pwttM  th« 

of  her  beautv  r„d  K  ^^°'  *  ^'"•"  «>°«<=io««^ 

Mst  L  Hf!T  Au  ^''''  °'  *°^"«»«-    For  w«eh. 

'^  m:  »,^^  *^"  °"*  continual  lie ;  and  thatfe^ 

yielding  to  Wray,  whi,h  long  months  ag^  ^^\^, 
mommg's  tears,  she  now  looked  back  udoTiTi! 

feSr  h"d  ^"^  ^*'  •  P--«-e:T  tlf  aH 
teaching  her  deception.  Of  her  husband  she  now^!, 
rf^fht.  except  when,  at  her  lover's  in.t^^n,  X 

"  the  local  gossip  and  of  how  she  had  s^nt  hef 

"  Norfiing  like  being  a  dutiful  little  wife,  Ida  "  Wrav 
luid  said  to  her  one  dav  wk.n  -u  1      .       *        "^ 

write  ,h.  „.„.,  Z.t'^^^  C^r^tr*  •? 

not  ]««,,  now.    B«,  i,  i,  !,«,  for  uVbotTd..™.!  ^ 
to  be  crrful  ,0  ,h.  ».Tl.«     And  1    "".r.*^" 
^    wmy  called  to-day ' ;    or  *  Mr.  Wray  and 


■•'iifer^ 
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apuJ.  Tmfc«.  clW  tOHlay  aod  brought  me  «>me 

Slje  lai^ied,  tlien  tdd  contemptuoui^.  "  I  do  •    I 
i|^y  dw^  «y  ««etWiig  about  yo«^t  he  i.  'too 

X  o?  '^^    '  ^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^'"^  ^  -"  »->- 
"  Perkape  not."  said  the  astute  Wray  ;    «  but  there 

"^li^^^^  ^•^  *"  ^y^"*^^'  *«<*  «i««-tenth. 
of  the»  don't  like  you,  «,  it  »  better  for  you  to  tell 

LathoK  of  all  the  po^  attentk».  v«.,  ,  •  LT 
lJ*»»^..»»w  *«=  pome  atientioni  you  receive  ^n\ 
Wenaat  Wray  than  th«  «>me  .piteful  cat  of  a  m,«an 

"Did  you  My  <  murice  ?  "  ^  atked.  raking  her 
lau^ung  eyet  to  hit.  *  "" 

But  she  had  taken  his  advice  ^nA  a.  »k^  j 
ktr  k«*i.  k         J  r.  »«»^»ce»  «na  a«  the  days  went 

by  both  her  and  his  caution  increa^sd  and  their  stolen 
^tings  ceased  ;  ajid  although  they  met  occasionally  at 
Mrs  Grainger's  and  at  other  houses  in  Sydney  no  ont 
of  the  other  guests  except  Rutland  and  his  wife  now 

interest  ui  the  handsome  young  soldier  than  she  did  la 

♦wL  u^  r°^  "^^^^  "**"  ^'^"»  •*«  ««.  Formerly 
there  ha^  bwn  considerable  talk  about  them  when 
Lat^m  had  been  stationed  in  Sydney ;  but  rince  that 
meeting  at  Rutland's  garden  party  she  had  arranged 
matter,  so  carefully  with  Wray  that  even  Helen  Ed 

than  friendship  between  her  mistress  and  Wray 
•fc  r  ^*'  '  *»f,^  »"»««d  everything  beautifully  with 
the  Grainfers,"  she  thought,  as  she  leant  bade  on  the 
couch.  I  could  not  have  come  to  a  better  house,  and 
It  M  easy  to  iee  th^t  Mllly  Graiager  has  hope,  of  M.urice 
—the  great  gawky  creature." 
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"  Wai  you  go  down.tain.«nd  ina]»  me  a  cup  of  tem 
Helen  f  Aik  the  cook  to  let  you  make  it-youn  it 
•Iway.  «>  much  nicer  than  her..    Then,  if  you  like,  you 

mu™  dii'i  r  '\'  'W  '^  '^*"^«'  y«"  »~^  «^ 

return  tUl  late.  I  .hall  go  to  bed  .oon  after  nine,  «, 
tliere  will  be  nothing  for  you  to  do." 
eviri".^  yo".  ««dam.  I  may  go  out  later  on  in  the 
evemng  wid  Helen,  turning  away  her  face  to  hide  the 
burawg  bludi  that  .uffu^d  her  .oft  cheek.  ;  for  ^  had 
reodved  Lugard'.  hUrried  note,  and  her  heart  wa. 
Deating  with  joyou.  expectancy. 

"Helen."  .aid  Mr..  Lathom  .uddenly.  "come  back 
for  a  minute.     Ju.t  .it  down  there  be.ide  me.    I  want 

timet,  I  know,  but  I  never  meant  to  be-a.  I  have  told 
you   before." 

t^'iL^"""^  '^l"u  **^  '^'*"  -^^  '^*  ^^  "^^^y  J   "I  try 
to  thmk  only  of  how  often  you  have  been  kind  to  me." 

Somethmg  like  a  miat  dimmed  Ida  Lathom'.  eye.  fo- 

•  moment,  and  when  .he  next  .poke  her  voice,  too,  w.^ 

hw  ha^     put  her  hand,  on  Helen',  head,  and  .troked 

"  What  lovely  hair  you  have,  Helen.  Now,  HI  teil 
you  what  I  heard  a  gentleman  My  of  you-it  wa. 
Captam  Trehernc ;  he  Mid  that  you  were  a  .trikinriy 
hMd.  me  girl,  and  that  even  if  you  were  plain  or  doW- 
right  ugly  that  your  hair  and  the  way  you  walk  would 
make  you  beautiful." 

IWen  bluriied  and  laughed-"  I  do  feel  very  flattered, 

madam ;   but  I  must  tell  you  that  I  overheaid  Captain 

— =._    — ,,    rgj-jgjg     J   .^.jjg   rncnding  your 
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dipp«r  at  tke  time  on  tlie  verandah,  and  could  not  help 
hMrinf  what  he  taid,  for  he  has  a  very  loud  voke." 

"Well,  you  Mfi  a  very  handsome  girl,  Helen.  I 
tuppoM  one  person  at  least  has  told  you  that ; "  the 
paused  and,  still  stroking  the  girl's  hair,  asked  medi- 
tatively, but  with  childish  vanity,  "Would  you  caU 
me  a  ytxy  pretty  woman,  Helen  f  " 

**  You  are  the  most  beautiful  woman  I  have  ever 
seen,*'  replied  Helen,  with  honest  impulsiveness.  "  Once 
at  Waringa,  Nellie  Tucker  brought  me  a  lovely  white 
waterlily  i  -  -*  laid  it  was  *  as  sweet  and  good  to  look  at 
as  the  mistre..  nerself.'  '* 

Mrs.  Lathom  bent  down  and  kissed  her,  and  thia 
time  Helen  felt  a  tear  fall  upon  her  cheek. 


w 
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when  «  man  came  up  to  him.  ""kout, 

^  "  A«  you  Captain  Lugard.  ri, ,  "  he  a.lt«i,  toudun, 
"  Yet." 

"Mr.  Lamont  would  Bite  to  tee  you  at  once.  rir.    He 

»  you  to  loee  no  time,  and  uid  I  wa.  to  uy  that  aU 

»  »««  and  everything  it  ready."  r  «"i  an 

J'Jm  "t*/  •V".  **  "tk  W«  in  twenty  minutee." 
fc. -.d.  pladng  half  a  «vereign  in  the  hind  ol^ 
».-«.g.r,  who  wen.  quicldy  but  .prietly  away,  but  Z 
"quickly  a.  not  to  be  ob«,ved  by  ,mJ\Zw« 
^f  up  «,d  down  the  ...ee,.  ««okingTdi^p,> 
TW.  ma,  wa.  one  of  FeUding'.  .pie.,  fnd  hT^  ^e 
went  off  on  the  track  of  the  meMenger  (who  wa.  a  Zl 

»  the  Am.™:,„  captain,  and  then  report  the  reaul.  of 
»»  inquine.  to  Mr.  Feilding. 

By  thi.  time  Lugaid  wa.  in  hi.  room,  hnrri^llv 
puttmg  a  ,.w  of  hi.  per»n.l  efcct.  ktoT^  ^': 
th.  ,e.t  he  mtended  leaving  for  wh..ver  l^ZlL 
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thm.  In  M  envelope  addrcMed  to  the  landlord  he  put 
mwe  than  •uffident  money  to  coirer  hb  bill,  and  left  it 
^d«r^  piUow,  where  he  knew  it  would  toon  be 

Jl^  T  ^V^  *^°'''  "P^*^  ^ "  -^^J  tfc* 
^n<Uord  •  wife  a.  he  steoped  into  the  hall,  yaliM  in 
nana. 

"  Yes,  Pm  going  to  dine  on  board  the  ship  in  which 
I  came  to  Sydney,  and  very  likely  I  thaU  tleep  on  board 
«1»;  to  good-night."  ^ 

Once  out  in  the  street  he  stepped  briskly  along,  and 
arrived  at  the  ship^handler*.  within  the  twenty  mSute.. 
Mrs.  Lamont  met  him  at  the  door  and  at  once  ushered 
ium  mto  her  husband's  office. 

1  "  ^Ju^^*  ^°"  "^'  ^P'"°-  ^«  ^^«  no  time  to 
D  •  „  .  ."^  "  *^""*"»  «*»°"^  ^tween  Botany  and 
Port  Hacking,  and  Carroll  is  sending  a  boat  ashore 
to-night.    Here  is  the  letter,  which  reached  me  shortly 

taUT  Y  *'/'•  ^°"  ^*  -ee  that,  as  I  thought, 
his  boat  will  await  you  at  Cook's  Landing  Place." 

Lugard  read  the  note,  which  was  brief  and  explicit 
The  captain  of  the  brig  did  not  care  to  run  into  Botany 
Bay  and  anchor,  but  would  cruise  to  and  ixo  of  the 
Heads,  as  if  engaged  in  his  proper  purRuit  of  whales, 
bttt  for  the  next  two  evenings  he  would  send  a  boat 
ashore  to  "  Captain  Cook's  Landing  Place  "  in  the  hope 
that  Lugard  and  his  party  would  be  there.  The  boat 
would  wait  there  till  nearly  daylight. 

"  That  is  clear  enough,"  said  Lugard.  "  have  you 
•«at  a  reply  ?  "  ' 

"Yes,  I  did  not  keep  the  messenger  waiting  ten 
mmutes.  I  wrote  that  you,  1^  Adak.  and  2fcat- 
Mpmtty  wottki  be  at  the  rendezvous  by  two  o'ckxk  in 
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d*  »o™i»  ,,  U„  I..W.  though  it  WM9>Jt.Ufcdy«» 

W?l..        "» ?^  *<•"  to  come  h««  ,o  you  .t  «eZ 
We  m.y  «p«,  h«  „  My  minute  now." 

WtUully.    Now,  whilet  we  are  witinj  for  MIm  Ad.1, 
l«^y»«^«d  I  .ettle  up.    ,  W  fc„'«gfc,  ^  ^; 

di^k^lf"","'"  •~"  ""<='"ded.  Md  the  two  me. 
^k  hand..    Lamon,.  .ko„,k  „  .^^^^  ^ 

•cted  iurly  and  .,na«ly  enough,  and  Lugard,  to  Z» 
»u.  .pp«d.tion   of  hfa  conduct,   added^Jl^^ 
gumea.  over  and  above  the  .urn  ag«ed  upon    ^ 
Mn.  Lament  tapped  at  the  door. 

Well,  you  know  what  to  do.    Hurry  op,  woman  • 
»ime  it  everything."  '  "wnan , 

Half  an  hour  Uter,  Helen,  her  beautiful  hair  cut  off 
do«  to  her  h«id.  and  drcMed  in  a  wit  TiZ^ 
dotlung,  iuch  a.  would  be  wom  by  the  cabin-boy^ 
Jl'T^'  ,:"P  "1  ^  period,  wi  ready,  .nS'^i." 
I-«ont  called  to  Lugard  to  come  into  the  dining*^ 

t^e  .ympathy,  pointed  to  the  thick  «..«»  of  h«, 

Ss3r.htf - "'  ^""^ "" ""'  •>«  •^-  - 

on!.'  ^T  *"  r'  '?•'   ""  "*'"'  "^"^y.  •».  «i»ini 
one  hand  .o  Lugard,  Ae  pl,«d  the  other  «  Ifa, 

°r  bu^'-.""'  "r,''"^  -«  •«»  grow  agat^; 
wo«»  "  -.  "  •**  ^^^'  ^''^y  ^"  """the 
wom«.,  >»d  «rer,  ,„„.  I  Wd  the  KiMor,  clip  i. 
■nde  my  heart  ache  "  ^ 

"Here,  rd!  it  up  i„  thi.,"  «Jd  Lupud.  giving  her 
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W.  dlk  hMdJ^thief,  ««d  I  wiU  ujte  it  with  «•.- 
He  turned  to  Helen — "  May  If" 

uJdng  off  her  own  •!»[  apron,  lucceeded  in  compreubi 
the  whole  of  the  dark,  riiining  U>ck.  into  .uch  a  ^«p«J 
that  Lttgard  was  able  to  put  it  inside  the  breast  ofS. 

"  ^^^  ^••**'"  cri«l  Lament  impatiently,  from  the 
next  room. 

Bidding  the  Jewess  good-bye,  Helen  and  Lugard  went 
out  into  the  passage,  where  Lamont  was  waiting ;  a  talL 

H   «r   L  ^1"  >^"'  ^^^  ^P«««  Lugard. 

He  will  take  you  to  the  *  Dog  and  Duck '  public-house 
on  the  Parramatta  Road,  where  the  horses  are.  It  is  a 
TetyTOttgh pUure,  and  frequented  by  the  worst  characters 
m  Sydney  bond  and  free ;  but  you  and  the  young  Udy 
wffl  not  be  molested-Cole  will  see  to  tlut-Juring 
the  short  time  you  wUl  have  to  remain  there.  He  win 
have  to  saddk  the  horse,  and  take  them  quietly  away  to 

,!!i!^^*  P*^°"^  ^~"  where  yo^  can  get  aiay 
iwob^  by  My  of  the  constables  who  may  be  about 
the  Dog  and  Duck.*  Montgomery  wfll  join  you  Uter 
^  Now,  that  „  aU.  Good-bye,  captain  ;  and  good- 
bye, young  lady.  I  wish  you  every  success  and  a 
Mppy  termination  to  your  voyage.** 

Helen  and  Lugard  hade  him  farewell,  and  foUowed 
the  guide  down  the  yard  to  the  back  entrance,  and  in  a 
few  mmutes  all  three  were  out  in  the  street.  Cole  leadinc 
the  way  He  took  them  through  the  most  unfrequetit3 
itreets  till  ihry  were  in  siirht  of  th*  «*  rv>.  .^A  rw-i.  *• 
•~«  small  two-storied 


building,  from  the  doorway  and 
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■Mt  »«t  bete  .bit.  •!,.    I,  ,««  „„,  j^» 

•bout  iatUe  j  they  Wong  to  tlie  loud,  «ad  «te  .boJ 
A.  worn  k,  of  men  in  Sydney.  0.<;  ^SZ 
r»«g  Wy  w«e  ineid.  they  ^u  „„  J^„  ^'^ 
•^  th«».  „d  U  you  refund  tkey  ,™Ud  J*  ,^ 

Here  no  fe.r  of  me,"  uid  Helen.  "I  cm  A  . 
bone  hke  •  native."  ^^     •  cm  «t  « 

At  that  moment  they  were  etandiu  under  m  m..  -« 
g.y  «»«..,«.  which  «ood  a  uSn^r^  C^ 
tC^of"^  «d  ^though  the  4t^^,iS 

Lu«^^."'^'°r*^^-^"  ^^^^^P^  the  guide   to 
"ywd;  "  we're  done  for,  ttnl«M-_'» 

Stand  by  me,"  MJd  Lu^ird  quickly.    «  You  t.k« 
tk«  Httle  one.  TU  take  tke  bia  one     M^w.         Ix 

**  ^^«-    It'i  a  hanging  matter  f or  ae  if  Vm  caught 
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ta  .U,  burins.    You  m...  „fc.  „.  »i,fc  y^         ^ 
out  of  tlM  country/*  *      * 

Ijiiard  iMpped  his  double-barrelled  pittol  into  the 
giilde'.  hand.  «  Stun  your  man  with  that,  I'U  manlj^ 
1^  ^uily  enough ;  "  then  he  pushed  Helen  ^^. 

ZrinA         '^T^'^y'^     Each  man  carried  a 
piitol,  and  a  pair  of  handcuff,  hung  from  each  of  their 

American  with  his  pistol.  * 

"  On  what  charge  ?  " 

It  ilT!!!'**  "*'^.  ^**'  °l*  '**  •*y-    ^^"'"  fi"<^  o«  ««  about 
It  in  the  morning.    Just  put  your  hands  out." 

Lugard  gave  Cole  a  quick  glance,  then  held  out  hi. 

hand,  quietly;   the  constable  put  his  pistol  back  into 

hi.  belt  so  as  to  get  at  the  handcuffs,  when  Luwrd 

•P«ng  at  his  throat  .nd  bore  him  to  the  ground,  an? at 

the  M«c  moment  Cole,  whose  right  hand  was  behind 

h«  back,  raised  It  ^th  a  lightning  speed  and  dealt  the 

«ull«  constable  a  blow  on  the  temple  with  the  butt- 

end  of  hi.  ptttol.    He  fell  without  a  .ound 

Lttg«rd,  with  his  teeth  set  hard,  was  kneeling  on  the 
Wg  man  s  chest  strangling  him  into  insensibUity.  In  a 
minute  or  so  he  rose,  panting. 

"  Don't  be  alarmed.  Miss  Adair  ;  stay  where  you  are 
for  t^  present.    Cole,  is  your  fellow  quiet  ?  " 
He  won*t  move  for  another  hour." 

"  Gag  him^^  .bit  of  nick,  and  tie  his  hands  behind 
h«  back  and  PU  do  the  same  with  this  brute.    ^ 

i^i^t^t^.""'  ""  ""^  ^""^  ^^  "^  "«» 
Cole,  an  emancipated  convict,  with  a  deadly  hatred 
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of  constables  individually  and  collectively,  chuckled 
with  glee,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  two  insensible  men 
were  securely  bound  and  gagged  and  dragged  into  the 
thick  lantana  scrub. 

Then  Lugard  and   the  emancipist  consulted  as   to 

what  should  be  done,  and  a  decision  was  soon  arrived  at 

^       I>anger  or  no  danger,  sir,"  said  the  guide,  "  I'll  ^o 

m  and  get  the  horses ;    we  can't  walk  to  Botany-at 

east  the  young  lady  could  not.     It  would  nearly  kill  her 

o  get  there  by  two  in  the  morning.    Wait  here  for  me. 

If  anything  goes  wrong  and  I  do  not  come  back  in  a 

quarter  of  an  hour,  God  knows  what  you  and  the  lady 

"  Why  not  let  us  try  and  walk  ?  "  said  Helen  ;  « it  is 
u  M   ^J?'  ^°"  '^  ^^^  ^"^  &^^  '^'«  ^o"es." 

on  t^;;     r  '   f  ^°"^''  '^""  ^'^  °°  "^J^"  constables 
on  the  lookK,ut  for  us,  I  can  saddle  the  horses  and  have 

them  here  easily  ma  quarter  of  an  hour.     I  have  a  friend 
and  h        nVr^  ^"'^ '  "^"  "  °"  '^'  ^^k-out  for  us. 

«t  thenT?      ,f  "'^  r  r  '^'  ^°""-     And  if  I  can't 
get  them  I  will  com    back  and  we'll  foot  it  to  Botany  » 

Lugard  gave  him  a  pull  at  his  flask,  and  the  man  set 
off  towards  the  public-house. 
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CHAPTER   XXIII 

Under  the  dark  shadows  of  the  great  gum-trees  Helen 
and  Lugard  waited  as  patiently  as  they  could  for  Cole's 
return.  Every  now  and  then  a  burst  of  drunken 
revelry,  mingled  with  oaths  and  laughter,  came  from 
the  Dog  and  Duck,"  and  Helen,  almost  unconsciously, 
drew  nearer  to  her  companion. 

"  Do  not  be  alarmed.  Miss  Adair,"  he  said,  "  we  are 
not  likely  to  be  disturbed  by  any  of  that  roysterine  crew 
over  there." 

"I  am  not  afraid,  Mr.  Lugard— that  is,  I  am  not 
afraid  of  anything  that  may  happen  to  me,  personally, 
but  I  do  hope  that  nothing  will  befall  our  guide.     P  he 
18  arrested  and  convicted  of  being  concerned  in  aiding 
the  escape  of  convicts  it   certainly  means  his  going 
back  to  the  chain-gang  for  the  rest  of  his  days." 
"  Poor  fellow !    He  said  it  meant  hanging." 
"He  clearly  thought  so,  Mr.  Lugard  ;  but  the  horrors 
of  the  convict  system  have  lessened  somewhat  during 
the  past  ten  years,  and  offences  that  were  once  punished 
by  death  are  now  met  by  hard  labour  on  the  roads  or  in  - 
the  quarries.    /  would  prefer  to  die." 
^^  Lugard  nodded,  and  his  hand  touched  hers  lightly. 
"  Aye,  indeed,  Miss  Adair.     Better  for  a  man  to  die- 
to  take  his  own  life,  even— than  to  live  as  I  have  seen 
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some  of  those  wretched  convicts  live-if  one  can  call 
such  a  dreadful  existence  living." 

^mr  r^'\'      ^f  r""^  °^  '""^y  ^'°°^  "^^n  or  help 
from  God,  have  deliberately  committed  a  crime  that 

would  bnng  them  to  the  gallows  and  end  their  suffer- 
ings," she  said  sadly. 
"AtWaringa?" 

.„!!  f'^. "  Vx  '  f '  ^'""«^-  ^^^"  ^^^  "^0"  hardened 
and  debased  of  the  prisoners  that  work  in  the  quarries 

tvr?n.  7  '^?  ^'  ^^'  '  protector-not  a  merciless 
tyrant  and  taskmaster-in  Captain  Lathom.  Few 
people,  except  the  prisoners  themselves,  know  what  a 
brave,  unselfish,  noble  man  he  is." 

*;  It  was  fortunate  for  you,  Miss  Adair,  that  you  were 
assigned  to  such  a  master.  " 

"  Fortunate  !     I  have  never  thought  of  him  as  a 
master,  but  as  a  friend  sent  by  God  to  inspire  me  with 
hope  and  courage  for  the  future.    Very  often,  when  Mrs. 
Lathom  8  contemptuous  manner  of  addressing  me  has 
filled  me  with  shame  and  anger,  and  brought  the  tears 
to  my  eyes,  has  Captain  Lathom's  '  Never  mind,  Helen 
Mrs.  Lathom  spoke  hastily,'  made  me  go  to  my  room 
and  cry  like  a  little  giri.     His  sympathy  meant  so  much 
to  me,  and    mdeed,  to  all  the  prisoners  at  Waringa. 
Yet  he  can  be  stern  when  there  is  reason  for  it,  though 

"  Mrs.  Lathom  is  a  very  beautiful  woman-that  is 
for  a  fair  woman,"  said  Lugard,  trying  to  look  into 
Jtlelen  s  eyes. 

"  Very  beautiful." 

Some  words  came  to  Lugard's  lips,  but  he  checlred 
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himself  That  was  not  the  time  nor  place,  he  thought, 
to  teU  this  girl  who  had  crept  into  his  heart  that  there 
was  no  other  woman's  beauty  to  compare  with  hers. 
He  thought  of  Vincent  Hewitt-and  was  himself  again. 
Listen!"  Helen  placed  her  hand  on  his  arm  and 
bent  forward.  «  I  can  hear  horses  coming-they  are 
trotting.  Yes,  it  is  our  guide.  I  can  see  him.  Look 
over  to  the  right  of  the  clump  of  lantana  bushes  " 

It  was  indeed   the  faithful  Cole,  who.    a  minute  or 
two  later,  trotted  up,  leading  two  horses. 

"  Let  the  lady  ride  that  horse,"  he  said,  pointing  to 
one  of  the  two  he  was  leading,  «  he's  often  carried  a 
side-saddle;  and  as  soon  as  we  are  clear  of  the  town  I'll 
fix  up  a  substitute  for  one  ;  there's  no  rime  to  do  it  now  » 
"  I  don^t  mind.  Cole,"  and  Helen  was  in  the  saddle 
before  Lugard  could  assist  her,  and  then,  without  wasting 
a  moment,  they  set  off  at  a  quick  walk,  the  guide  leading 
and  Helen  and  Lugard  riding  abreast,  a  few  feet  behind. 
Passing  the  public-house  at  a  distance  of  a  hundred 
yards  or  so,  they  left  the  road  and  turned  to  the  left 
through  a  paddock  strewn  with  fallen  timber. 
"  This  will  save  us  a  good  two  miles,"  said  the  guide, 
and  besides  that,  we'll  be  off  the  main  road.     We'll 
find  Montgomery  waiting  for  us  about  a  mile  on.    He's 
all  right,  and  has  a  good  horse.     I  took  care  of  that 
last  night ;  and  lucky  it  is  I  did,  instead  of  trusting  to 
get  one  for  him  from  the  'Dog  and  Duck.'      Now 
come  on,  please."  ' 

He  struck  into  a  smart  canter,  Helen  and  Lugard 
following  closely  at  his  heels,  and  after  crossing  numerous 
watercourses  and  dry  gullies,  they  emerged  out  upon  a 
small,  sandy  plain  covered  with  grass-trees  and  stunted 
honeysuckle.    Here   Cole   pulled   up,   and   then   gave 
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a  loud  whistle.     It  was  answered  immediately   and  in 
a   few  seconds   Helen   and   Lujrard   wer/!IV       • 
greetings  with  Montgomery.  wTtarn  /olTeu! 
mounted  but  well-armed.  ^     *" 

Hln°"  *'i  ?m/  ''"  '"''"""'  "*'»'"  »«d  the  guide  to 

saddle  m  five  mmute,.  We  shall  have  to  do  some  hard 
ndrng  presently ;  bu,  whenever  we  meet  any  on" 
road  you  will  have  to  ride  'man  fashion  •  again  It 
wont  do  for  u,  to  gallop-or  even  canter-pa«  any 

Whilst  he  was  improrising  a  saddle-horn  from  a  short 

IZ 1  ^"u  r**'  '"'  ^'"""«  "«'«■'  "irrup-leatW 
Lugard  told  Montgomery  of  the  encounter  with  the 
constables  near  the  "  Dog  and  Duck  " 
^^^I^What  were  the  men  like,  sir  )  "  asked  the  Irish- 

Lugard  described  them  as  nearly  as  he  could. 

s.abi«^'i!d  r"  "^^''  °"' "' "« ««^«'-  ~»- 

Mr  Fefur.  ^""^'^"y-'  "the  big  man  is  one  of 
Mr.  FeUding  s  men  ;  and  now  I  come  to  think  of  it  I 
«w  both  of  them  hanging  about  his  omcryes'erda/ 

siiould  they  know  your  name  ?  " 

to  7JL  mf  r't  '"■  f  ■"S""'"^  He  has  a  reason 
to  d  shke  me,  I  know,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  he 
*ould  send  constables  to  arrest  me-unless,  as  i^ 
possible,  he  may  have  found  out  something  ab.^ut  the 
buaness  which  brought  me  to  this  infernal  colony  " 
F  Montgomery  nodded  assent.  "  That  is  quite  likely 
».r.  He  IS  a  close  friend  of  Mr.  Marsbin,  and  Mr.  Ma„bk 
knows  everybody's  business.  Anyway  I  trust  ™  S 
soon  be  out  of  his  reach,  sir,  in  a  few  hours  " 
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As  soon  as  Helen's  saddle  was  ready,  the  party  mounted 
again,  and  Cole,  leading  them  on  to  the  wide,  sandy 
road,  set  off  at  a  brisk  canter,  which  was  maintained 
for   nearly   three-quarters   of   an   hour.     Then,   when 
they  came  to  a  great  reed-covered  swamp,  they  pulled 
up  to  give  the  horses  a  short  spell  and  a  drink.    As 
the  animals'  hoofs  splashed  into  the  still  water  there 
arose  a  wild  clamour,  and  the  whirr  and  rush  of  wings 
of  duck  and  teal  and  other  water-fowl,  as  they  rose  and 
whiried  swiftly  away  through  the  blackness  of  the  night 
to  some  other  retreat,  to  settle  down  with  a  splash  and 
those  many  pipings  and  quackings  so  dear  to  the  heart 
of  the  listemng  sportsman  as  he  hears  them  in  the  grey 
of  the  morning,  ere  the  red  shafts  of  sunrise  have  pierced 
the  mists  that  lie  upon  river  and  lake  and  swamp  and 
sleeping  lagoon.  '^ 

Chice  more  upon  the  road,  which  was  now  so  soft  and 
sandy  that  the  horses  had  to  walk  for  neariy  a  mile ; 
then  came  firmer  ground  as  the  track  led  along  the 
margins  of  a  succession  of  deep  water-holes  and  reedy 
swamps,  the  haunt  of  the  soft-calling  waterhen  and  the 
deadly  bkck  snake. 

Presently  the  guide,  turning  in  his  saddle,  called  out 
to  Lugard  that  there  was  now  no  likelihood  of  their 
meetmg  with  any  one,  as  he  would  presently  strike 
across  the  country  through  the  long  grass  and  tea-tree 
scrub  direct  for  "Cook's  Landing  Place";  and  so 
saying,  he  pulled  up  and  lit  his  pipe  with  flint  and 
steel.  Montgomery  followed  suit,  and  Lugard  turned 
mquiringly  to  Helen,  and  smiled  as  he  held  up  his  pipe. 

Her  dark  eyes  sparkled  as  they  met  his.  "  Yes,  do 
sinoke,  Mr.  Lugard-or  shall  I  say  *  Captain  '  Lugard  ? 
I  like  to  see  men  smoking.    Do  you  remember  poor  old 
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Helen  Adair 
Tim  at  Waringa  ?    Oh,  I  used  to  love  to  watch  him 

the  ould  counthry  '—he  is  an  Irt  Km- 

do»b.  ^y  di«ovT„d  the  l::.^'  hrrx'Ti'" 

would  laugh-and  make  me  laugh,  too-a.  he  would 
tell  me  «,me  ,tory  of  the  .muggier,  in  DundJIcTv 
«d  how  they  u.ed  to  ,et  trap,  for  the  revenue  officer 
"d  «nd  them  off  o,,  some  wiId-goo«  cha«  twen^ 
mJe,  away  from  the  spot  where  th^(the  .mu«kn 

S  '""''»"■"  «°  l"""  their  aiker.  of  Fr«ch 
brandy  and  keg.  of  Schiedam.    Old  Hm  did  „  I^ 

A  p|pe  certainly  is  a  great  comforter,  m^  Adair." 
I  am  sure  it  is.    I  have  often  watched  the  ., 

IWe  1^  J'^'r  ."'''"~'  "'•  I"*'  "f^  «» 
alm^r  '^     ".  ^*'"'"'  """^  •«  ""  tired  and 

atao,t  worn^ut  with  a  day's  toil,  th«,w  himsdttl,^. 
cha„  on  the  verandah,  and  light  hi,  pipe  a^ATle 
'uct  a  .igh  of  satisfaction."  *^ 

OCcliiX' ••'"  *"'  "  '""'  ""'^  """  °"'  "  ^"™«' 

tkll*  '.3  """  »"ary  of  doing  his  duty-and  more 
than  h.s  duty-Mr.  Lugard.  It  used  to  make  me  a^ 
to  «e  that  lazy  f.IIow,  Lieutenant  Willet,  lytag  »r^^ 
out  m  has  hammock  under  the  verandah,  to!^!^ 
wa.  dl,  and  Captain  La.hom  doing  his  w^ff  Lm 
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It  u.ed  to  make  Dr.  Haldane  quite  savage,  and  he  once 
-jocularly,  ot  cour«e-toId  Captain  Lathom  that  he 
pampered  his  second  in  command  as  much  as  he  did  the 
convicts  m  the  quarries." 

;;  v''  ""!,^^?  "  '^*"  "^'^'  ^*  ^*  "°^  ?  "  «ked  Lugard. 

Yes,  indeed  ;  for  with  all  his  roughness  he  is  a  most 

lovable  man.    And  I  have  always  liked  him  from  the 

very   first,    simply    because   he   is   Captain   Lathom's 

greatest  fnend." 

She  ceased  speaking,  and  for  some  time  they  rode 
together  m  silence.  Then  suddenly  Sam  Cole  reined 
m  his  horse  and  pointed  to  a  dark,  rounded  shape 
looming  before  them  about  a  mile  away. 

T.  1'  ^V!"  '^*  P^^"'  '"'  '^^'^^  ^^*  *>«>«  »  to  meet  us. 
I  looks  hke  a  mountain  standing  by  itself-^n  account 
of  the  big  timber  about  it.  Now,  Miss  Adair  »-he 
turned  to  Helen  with  a  good-natured  smUe-"  all  goine 
weU  you'll  see  your  father  in  another  hour  or  two." 
She  turned  to  Lugard  and  tried  to  speak,  but  the  fast- 
fallmg  tears  choked  her  utterance,  and  all  she  could  do 
was  to  put  out  her  hand  to  him  in  token  of  her  gratitude 
For^ a  moment  he  held  it  in  his;   then  he  raised  it  to 

Half  an  hour  later  they  emerged  out  upon  the  shore 
near  the  foot  of  a  low,  well-wooded  bluff,  at  the  base  of 
which  were  huge  masses  of  rock  tumbled  together  in  the 
wildest  confusion. 

"  TTiis  is  the  spot,  sir,"  said  the  guide  to  Ward 
who,  jumpmg  off  his  horse,  gave  a  loud  hail  •  ' 

"  Paltnyrans  Ahoy  !  " 

Jl^ri-T*  ''"'"  ^""^  "^  ^'"''^^^  "P'y-    It  came 
from  behmd  a  massive  boulder  of  sandstone  less  than 
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&hy  yard,  away,  and  was  followed  by  the  appearance  of 
several  dark  figure.,  one  of  which  wa.  in  advfnce  of  the 

"  I.  that  you.  Captain  Lugard  ?  »» 

"  Ye..    Who  are  you  ?  ** 

"  DawM)n,  the  second  mate." 

"  All  well  on  board  ?  " 

"  All  well,  sir.    Is  the  young  lady  here  ?  » 

oaiJ^riirir?;  ?/r  "^■^"^  '^-'^  -^^  ">« 

&','^'i*7'"l*^"'  ""^  ''y'"8  '°  ««  yoo-    Captain 

»uy  on  board  to-night.  They  both  plead«l  to  be 
aUow^  to  come  with  me  to  meet  you.  Now,  Capta^ 
Lugard.  I  am  mdy.  The  boa,  i,  j„„  behin^'^S" 
boulder.    Come,  Mi«i  Adair,  your  hand  " 
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CHAPTER   XXIV 

An  hour  after  daylight  the  Palmyra  was  well  outside 
Botany  Heads,   and,   with   all   available  canvas  set 
standing  to  the  north-east,  her  yards  braced  up  sharp  to 
a  gentle  but  steady  breeze. 

Pacing  to  and  fro  on  the  clean,  white  poop  deck,  were 
the  master  of  the  brig,  Lugard,  and  Vincent  Hewitt,  all 
smoking  their  pipes  and  waiting  for  their  coffee.  Carroll, 
whose  giant  figure  made  those  of  Lugard  and  Hewitt 
seem  dwarfed  beside  him,  was  in  high  good-humour 
and  was  talking  volubly,  emphasising  his  remarks 
by  every  now  and  then  placing  his  huge  hands  on  the 
shoulders  of  his  companions. 

"  Well,  gentlemen,  we  have  got  through  all  rigk    after 
all   though  we  have  been  a  mighty  long  time  over  it. 
Still,  that  is  not  your  fault.  Captain  Lugard,  *•    ^'t 
think  Pm  grumbling— for  I  have  no  caute  for  gnir      lug 
And  to  tell  you  the  exact  truth,  although  I  like  i         « 
money  as  well  as  most  men,  making  money  on     Ms 
venture  gives  me  an  additional  satisfaction  becaus-  T 
feel  that  Pm  taking  something  out  of  the  Britiik.- 
You  see,  it's  this  way :  my  old  dad  was  a  pretty  weP 
to-do  man  at  the  time  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain 
He  owned  five  whaleships,  all  saUing  out  of  Nantucket, 
and  four  out  of  the  five  were  captured  by  the  British- 
ers.   My  poor  old  mother  just  gave  up  life  quietly 
and  died  under  the  blow.     I  was  away  at  the  rime, 
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hom«  I  found  only  poor  mum',  grave  ,„d  »  l«,*  ,„  * 

.h^p,  and  gone  on  a  whaling  crui,e  to  the  Pacific     C 
.hpwa.  never  heard  of  again,  bu,  I  believe  he  w..^ 
off  by  the  Mvage.  in  the  Feejee  Wand,  and  everma. 

=^ru^:h^Kri^^-:-^ 

«.tte,-and.  naturally  enlgh.  I'm  not  o"  eSo  Jnl  ^th 
loving-fandneM  toward,  anything  EngIi.hT      *      " 

can,^-!  "  -J  T  "T'  ""y  «««*  '«"»«"  "nong  them 
"ft  •  r  ^"«"'''-  "«»•  Adair,  for  in.tance  c« 
tell  you  how  one  Briti.h  wldier  tried  to  mXl  t 

are  n^  our  fnend,.  and  may  they  alway.  remain  „  1  ^ 

left  Dalm-"  ,!,.,•       •        '^f^  "*"  "«•"  fi"  ""to  hi. 

oL7  T^Tr  V  ^  "  «°"'«  '°  "*  »"<'♦'«'  ♦"•"'-"P  before 
long.    Tie  Bnasher,  want  another  licking  badly  and  I 

«1  L'n'dotaS"       ""•     "''  ""'  -"■«  ■'  "^ 

coKm'::!'::t:;d'  "■-  """^''  -"'' » "-^^  ■^^ 

.Im,i,^k1      j  .""  "P'y '       i""  look  down  the 

»«ylight,  and  you  will  see  " 

.tattea1j°."if '  "'"■cusUoned  tran»m  locker,  on  the 
.tarboard  nde  of  the  wide  cabin  were  Helen  and  her 
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H«?ev«  ^-  ?"'  ^rt^-»»P'"o-<J«8«nst  her  bosom. 
H«r  ey«,  shining  w,th  love  and  happiness,  were  bent 
upon  the  worn  and  haggard  face,  and  her  right  hand 
gently  stroked  the  scanty  Jocks.  A  slight  and  unTn- 
tennonal  movement  made  by  Lugard  faused  her  to 

parted  her  I.ps  as  she  raised  her  hand  warningly.  and 
whispered  some  words  which  he  did  not  clearly  heir. 

Shf  VaJ    k"  "^r^"'  ""*  ""^^^  »^«  ""»«  on  deck. 

thin.  K?  ^"^  ,*""  ''"°''''  ^'°^^««  ^°'  «  d^"«  of  a 
hing  blue  matenal-one  of  many  long  before  provided 
for  her.  at  Lugard's  request,  by  Mrs  Lathom-and  a 
wide-bnmmed  Quito  hat  shaded  her  face  from  the  rays 
of  he  hot  morning  sun  and  concealed  the  loss  of  her  long. 
1  tK  /'i,  r  *^^,  «Wed  from  the  companion-way  on 
^  the  deck.  Carrcn.  his  first  and  second  officers.  Mont- 
gomery.  Vmcent  Hewitt,  and  Lugard  lifted  their  caps 
and  advanced  towards  her.  ^ 

trel^  ""T'"^'  gentlemen."  she  said,  her  soft  voice 
trembling  with  emotion  as  she  held  out  her  hand-first 

my  father  is  asleep  on  the  cushions,  and  so  I  have  left 
h^  for  a  httle  while  .to  tell  you  how  I  thank,  how 
deeply  I  .  ,  ,  rny  dear  father  and  myself  .  .  .  Vincent 
•peak  for  me.  I  cannot."  and  then  came  a  long-pent-uii 

Z^tu        ';f  ^"f  ^"^  "^^"^^^  «^"«ion  tha? 
some  duU-mmded  people  call  hysteria. 

^Carroll  sprang  forward  and  took  both  her  hands  in 

"  Don't  say  another  word.  Miss  Adair.  You  are  a 
«aJ  brave  httle  lady,  and  Vm  proud  to  have  you  on 
board  the  Palmyra.    Now  you  must  come  below  into 
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my  cabin-that  is  your  cabin,  for  it  is  to  be  yours  as 
Ibng  as  you  and  your  father  remain  on  board  this  brig. 
The  steward  will  bring  you  your  breakfast  in  a  few 
minutes,  and,  after  you  have  eaten  something  you  must 
lie  down  and  get  some  rest." 

"Ah,  Captain  Carroll,  don't  send  me  to  bed  like  a 
little  girl.  I  am  sure  I  cannot  sleep.  I  feel  too  happy. 
And  I  want  to  sit  beside  father,  so  that  when  he  awakens 
he  will  find  that  I  have  not  deserted  him.  Vincent- 
Captain  Luga-d,  please  plead  for  me." 

Vincent  Hewitt,  his  face  aglow  with  the  love  he  could 
not  conceal,  placed  his  hand  on  her  shoulder-"  I  think 
you  should  rest,  Helen.     You  will  be  all  the  better  for  it." 
Must  I  do  80,  Captain  Lugard  ?  " 
Lugard  swung  round  on  his  heel. 
"  I  really  cannot  presume  to  advise  you.  Miss  Adair  " 
he  said,  m  such  coldly  polite  tones  that  Helen  flushed 
deeply,   and   without   another  word   allowed   Captain 
Carro  1  to  take  her  below.    Why  should  Lugard,  who 
had  always  been  so  kind  to  her  in  the  past,  speak  to  her 
like  that  ?  she  wondered  as  she  went  into  Carroll's 
cabin. 

Lugard,  leaning  over  the  weather  rail,  was  thinking 
deeply,  when  Vmcent  Hewitt's  voice  disturbed  his 
meditations. 

"  Do  you  know  what  are  the  Captain's  intentions, 
Lugard,  as  regards  my  uncle,  my  cousin,  Montgomery, 
and  myself.  Are  we  to  make  the  voyage  to  America  in 
the  Palmyra  f  " 

"  No.  It  was  originally  planncd-as  I  told  you  the 
first  time  I  met  you-that  Carroll,  for  the  sum  of 
^1,000,  was  to  land  you  all  at  Callao,  at  which  port  you 
would  have  no  trouble  in  getting  passages  to  America, 
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for  there  is  always  a  homeward  bound  American  ship  or 
two  to  be  met  with  either  at  CaUao  or  Valparaiso.     But 
at  this  season  of  the  year  it  would  take  the  Palmyra 
nearly  two  months,  or  perhaps  more,  to  get  to  Callao 
She  would  have  to  contend  with  light  head-winds  and 
calms,  and  the  voyage  would  be  wearisome  and  distress- 
ing.   Moreover,  in  the  agreement  made  with  Captain 
Carroll,  he  was  given  the  right  to  pursue  his  business  of 
J^mg  whenever  opportunity  offered  of  lowering  his 
boats.    And  although  he  is  to  receive  another  ^^500— I 
have  already,  as  you  know,  given  him  ^^soo—we  must 
bear  m  mmd  that  he  has  been  much  longer  on  the 
coast,  waiting  for  us,  then  he  expected  to  be,  and  the 
ii,ooo  he  receives  is  by  no  means  too  handsome  a  sum 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  loss  of  time  he 
has  incurred.    He  certainly  could  have  filled  this  brig 
twice  over  with  sperm  oil  had  he  left  the  coast  and 
cruised  m  the  South  Seas,  instead  of  hanging  about 
the  Australian  shore  and  catching  humpback  whales, 
the  oil  of  which  is  of  much  less  value  than  that  of  the 
sperm  whale." 

Hewitt  nodded.     "  So  I  have  heard.    What,  then,  are 
his  plans  \  " 

"  He  and  I  discussed  the  matter  this  morning,  and 
we  have  both  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be  best 
to  proceed  to  some  port  in  the  East  Indies— say  Batavia 
—where  we  are  certain  to  meet  with  plenty  of  ships, 
either  British  or  American,  bound  to  New  York  or 
Boston.  In  fact  it  is  not  unlikely  that  we  may  run 
across  one  of  your  uncle  Walter's  ships  somewhere 
around  the  Moluccas.  He  has  three  in  the  China  trade 
—I  was  master  of  one— and  four  in  the  East  India 
trade.    If  we  should  be  so  fortunate  I  should  feel  very 
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pleased,  for  I  can  see  that  your  uncle  ToTTiT  T 

Carroll  came  up  and  joined  them.    «  Well  I've  „.^ 
once  she  is  asleep  we  2^  ,1  '°  "°  ^^'^^^'^  «"^ 

"Ah,  indeed!    Then  you  are  a  luckv  mo«      •        a 

=•■£•;•- -'^-if^rK^' 

you  won't  wait  till  you  reach  Am    •        ir    Sf^P^" 
W^ll    ♦»,-,  »      I  ^  *^*  Amenca,  Mr.  Hewitt  ? 

»d  girl  in  th.  old  c~:^  ^oTV  "'  "'"  "^y 
butttrcups  tOKther  inthTV  *  J^  pnmro»«  and 
haw  never  hT,t  ^        ^T''  """^  ^"ntryside.  I 

He  spoke  with  much  deep  sinceritv  «n^  .    i. 
simplicity  that  ev*.n  T»      j     sincerity  and  such  utter 

struck  and  breakfa,,  was  ready  *  '  ''*"'  """^ 


CHAPTER  XXV 

A  BOH,  leaden  sky  lowered  heavUy  down  upon  a  wild 
Md  «vage  sea,  thrashed  into  a  *,ethe  o£  foam  by 
a  fierce  easterly  gale,  that  for  five  days  past  had  .mittei 

Mant^R  "°  ~""  f""  ^P«  "°-"°  Great  Sandy 
Wand     Hove-to  on  the  port  tack  was  the  little  Palmyra 

Standing  at  the  break  of  the  short  poop,  CarroU  was 
conversing  with  Lngard,  as  they  look^i  thrwatT 
who  were  toiling  at  the  pumps.  Vesently  Dawso"!^ 
second  mate,  came  aft. 

-Pr^ilf"^'^"^^  interrogatively  to  the  officer. 

mor.     7 .  \^  '"'    ^"  '*°  J"''  ^~P  «  "°d<^'  ^d  no 
more.    But  the  men  are  becoming  exhausted  " 

Carroll  nodded.  « I  know  that.  Pm  afraid  we'U 
have  to  run  for  it,  eh,  Lugard  ? »» 

"  I'm  afraid,  so,  captain.  I  feel  pretty  sure  by  the 
way  the  water  is  coming  in  that  a  butt^nd  has  started. 

«  cl'  "*  "".^  '^°^  '°  ™°  ^'^^^^  «  8«a  Hl^e  this." 
She  can  do  it,"  said  the  big  captain,  adding,  with  a 


es  nothing  to  harm  even  if  we  do  get  pooped! 


That's  the  beauty  of  the  thing^we  have 


deck-house, 


no  boats,  no 


no   try-works,   in   fart   nothing  to  lose 


^. 
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and  to  t.U  you  the  truth,  now  that  we  mutt  run.  I'm 
no  -orry  ti.,  o„r  four  boat.  ar.  gone.  We  »uld 
not  have  taken  them  inboard,  and  they  would  only  be 

jome  more  canva.  on  her,  and  turned  our  taU  to  the  L 

Well,  we'll  run.  Mr.  Daw«,n.    But  where  on  earth 
we  are  gomg  to  run  to,  I'm  hanged  if  I  know  jutt  yet 
Come  below,  Lugard,  and  we'll  study  it  out  " 

They  descended  the  companion-way  into  the  quiet 
«bm     On  one  of  the  transom  lockers  was  Vin^«n 
Hemtt.  «,und  asleep,  worn  out  with  his  e«rtion.  at  the 
pumps  durmg  that  and  the  previous  day.    On  the  other 
Ibcker  was  the  mate  of  the  brig,  also  buried  in  slumber. 
Too  an«ous  to  turn  in  in  his  own  cabin,  he  had  thrown 
Ibmself  down  on  the  transom,  to  snatch  an  hour's  sleT 
Tie  door  of  CarroU's  cabin,  now  occupied  by  Helen/wf 
open,  and  a.  she  heard  footsteps  she  came  out     h" 
fa«  was  very  pale,  and  the  men  saw  she  had  been 

"  How  is  Mr.  Adair  i  "  said  Lugard 

"a    V^^""*^  P'P""  ^i*^     B«  1«  "  awake 

J^,^°IT  "'"■   *""  ^^''"  "'<•  Carroll,  as  he 

•T^  r^  A  '°  •"  '",*■  "  ''"  "  '^'  """'"  *ows  no 
tigns  of  moderating,  I  have  decided  to  run  before  the 

?r„  /im"'A*''v*'  »"""«'««  o«  the  coast.  So  you 
can  tell  Mr.  Ada«  that  within  twenty-four  hour,  we  .hall 
be  m  smooth  water,  and  he  wiU  then  be  able  to  have 
jome  re«  and  regain  the  strength  he  has  lott  during  the 
battenng  about  we  have  had  the  Ian  few  day.  " 

Thank  you  veiy  much.  Captain  Carroll.    My  father 

t 
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wm  be  pleased  "-her  voice  broke  and  then  two  tears 
roUed  down  her  cheeks.  «  He  is  dying,  and  he  knows 
It.  Only  half  an  hour  ago  he  said  to  me  that  he  knew 
he  would  not  hve  for  many  days,  and  that  if  he  were  a 
rich  man  he  would  ask  you  to,  if  possible,  let  the  ship 
touch  at  some  place,  even  if  it  were  a  desert  island, 
where  he  could  be  buried  in  God's  earth  instead  of  being 
consigned  to  the  deep."  She  tried  to  smile  through  h«^ 
tears.        We  are  Irish  you  know,  captain,  and » 

Carroll  placed  his  huge  hand  on  hers.    "  Tell  him 

my  dear,  that  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  he  will  be 

on  shore,  in  a  tent,  with  you  as  nurse,  and  Captain  Tim 

here  and   myself  as  assistant   nurses."    Then,   as   he 

ooked  into  Helen's  sad,  dark  eyes,  he  added  softly, 

and  tell  him  also  that  I  will  come  in  and  see  him  as  soon 
as  Captain  Lugard  and  myself  have  had  a  look  at  this 
chart." 

How  kind  you  are.  Captain  Carroll !     You  will  make 
my  poor  father's  last  hours  very  happy.    He  knows  he 
18  dying,  and  so  do  I,  and  yet  he  is  not  afraid  of  death 
But  he-and  oh !  so  did  I-dreaded  the  thought  of  the 
sea  as  his  last  restin       ace." 
^^  Lugard  rose  and  g.ntly  led  her  to  her  cabin  door. 

Try  and  rest.  Miss  Adair.  It  may  be  that  your  fears 
for  your  father  are  groundless." 

She  shook  her  head  as  she  put  her  hand  in  his.  "  Ah 
no.  Captain  Lugard.  I  saw  my  mother  die,  and  I  have 
seen  some  of  the  prisoners  at  Waringa  die,  and  I  think 
I  Imow  now  when  death  is  near.    And  so  does  poor 

A^d^''     "  ^^^  °^*^  ^°*^  ^^"^  "^"^^  ^^°"^^  ^  ^"^*- 
The  old  man's  feeble  voice  interrupted  her. 
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your  hand  in  LnJt^r,  '"*  *'"' '« ■»«  M 

Carroll,  too  S/l  kr""'/  '"-^  «"'«'  C"P'"» 
have  many  dtttir^o?,^  7  '"'"  >"  '"  ^  '"O"  XO" 
which  the  «7^  ^,''  l^"* '°  »-  *«  -Wp.    B«,  4., 

And  I  d.Ld  iC»  u;fa,t7to'r°'-'''r™"- 

Ward,  when  he  heari  thw  •        ^P"""  ^"""•" 
cabin  wi7h  Hden   and  lets  Zll^''  T"^  '^ 

old  nun',  .canty  ;hi,.lo^iVca™l^n  *":."''  ?"  "« 
bo-ide  him,  hi.  Vugged  fa^f  .^.f  w  1°""'  ""^  ««^ 
.badow.  Of  cominKX  S^J^l'r *^  ^^ 
ing  over  the  worn  feature.  "^^  ""P" 

for^Vin^nVnTJr ^i"h  '  '•","°''">  ««» "«°  «k«' 

wi.he.  in  regard  to  H.I     ^I'  '''^?''''  *»"  "^  "^  "X 
«n.l,  .        "  Helen,"  he  .aid  to  Lueard.  "  h„»  T 

wi.h  to  wnte  to  my  brother  W,i,        ^"garo,     but  I 

matter,,  and,  a.  my  lettlr  ^t     T"""^"^  """'^ 

£r-a^:rh^--sL^f:^ 

chart.    "AndtUtw'^-tStnd""*  "  T  ™  *'« 
two,  for  the  current  i....-  .       "  "°''«'  '«>"  or 

of  three  toZTZrT7T-'^'  "^  "  «  «  *«  "" 
her.about.-no  LTt  "'an^K  "V  '^'"''  ''"^  ~»« 
right  up  to  Smot  tp^:^tp:  'C  ^''°"  ^°"' 
we  don't  want  to  «*Ajr.„'?        "  Macquane-and 

bar  in  «,ch  a  gS«'wr  No"' """«'' ^  "«'«'« 
*  *""•    Now,  just  round  Smoky 
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Cpe  there  i.  a  snug  little  place  where  we  can  lie  auiet 

Tt ;« te'V'"-  y  "^^  •""""«  --"Xon  Xh 
v™,  t     "^    V      .    "*  "■*  «"  »'  ««•  worryinR  leak 

.^".i«.r„«lf  r ' ""'""  «'-^' '-'»«  -^"i^St 

«ut::i':aetr,r'°^«'''-^'^--!'-^-^ 

"No,  nor  none  nearer  than  Port  Macquarie  whid.  w, 
.h^l  pa«  to-night.  And  we  can  lie  «,  do,e\  5^  :: 
m«ht  be  there  a  month  without  being  .een.    iL^ L  of 

u„lh  K^J^  "'■!  ""  "■"  ""  the  country  ^l 
unmhab.ted  except  by  nigger.,  who  are  plenrifo,  „ough 
but  we  are  too  strong  for  them  to  interfere  with  us    Td 
-  any  ca^  w.  should  be  able  to  get  at  the  leak  and  fcj 
at  sea  agam  m  three  days  at  most  "  «  «">  ■« 

"Then  the  sooner  we  reach  TraU  Bay  the  better" 
«.d  Lugard.     "  It's  no  use  our  trying  to  ^w  o^tL 
audi   we  can't  do  it.    And  we  a«  making7at° ,  Z, 
freely  to  please  me."  * 

"  Very  well,  then,"  said  Carroll  ii«  (..  I-J  .1. 
deck     "  CM  \\.       V  >^rrou,  as  He  led  the  way  on 

aecic.       tall  the  other  watch,  Mr.  Grey  " 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  later  the  little  'brig  wasflyinj 
^fore  the  gale  under  aU  the  canvas  she  could  saWy 

and  looked  astern  a,  the  wild,  chasing  sea^  and  „w 
the  funous  speed  at  which  the  vesAl  was  JrivT 
»ngratula,ed  each  other  that  she  was  able  to  Z^ 

"  *'"'"  ^  "P-  ^^  i  shake  her  up  I »  cried  CarroU 
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to  the  men,  who  were  again  at  the  pump,.  "  The  le- 
water  m  her  ,h.  quicker  .he'U  go.  aid  tC  «on«  Je^ 
be  lymg  „„g  on  a  nice  «ndy  beach.    iC  "f  vl! 

!I^nd  m.  *r  "''"'  -■"  ""»  c»  «"  it  from  .he 
All  night  long  the  brig  flew  northward,  and  at  dawn 
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Whilst  the  little  whahng  brig  was  plunging  and  swaying 
before  the  fierce  blast  of  the  savage  gale  that,  as  she 
ran  for  her  haven  of  safety,  was  smiting  the  long  eastern 
seaboard,  and  the  two  captains  stood  watching  the  loom 
of  Smoky  Cape ;    Dr.  Haldane,  booted  and  spurred, 
was  seated  talking  to  Rutland  in  a  private  room  at  the 
Currency  Lass/'    He  had  only  arrived  in   Sydney 
on  the  previous  day,  and,  without  even  delaying  to 
change  his  travel-stained  clothes,  went  directly  to  Bfrs. 
brainger's  house,  where  he  was  told  that  Mrs.  Lathom 
and  her  maid,  Helen  Cronin,  had  left  Sydney  a  few  davs 
previously.  ' 

"  It's  a  sickening  business,  Rutland,"  he  said ;  «  but 
after  all,  it  will  be  the  best  thing  in  the  end  for  poor 
Lathom.    She'll  never  come  into  his  life  again  " 

"  Do  you  think  the  Graingers  have  any  idea  of  what 
has  really  occurred  ?  "  asked  the  Commissary. 

"No,  I  do  not.  Mrs.  Grainger  seemed  very  much 
distressed  at  Mrs.  Lathom's  sudden  and  mysterious 
departure  'Just  fancy  her  leaving  me  in  such  a 
manner !  said  the  poor  lady.  *  I  can  only  conclude 
that  she  must  have  been  worrying  about  her  absence 
from  Captain  Lathom,  and  that  her  brain  became 
slightly  affected.    Else  why  should  she  (and  the  maid 

aos 
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-I  nihttiL'«5'"'"."''  ■"•  '"  "^  «»"«'  '""-ion 
«t  night-time  >nd  without  one  word  of  farewell  t    Of 

cou™.  rt.  h.,  gone  to  join  him  at  Port  Macqu"ri.    • 

I  was  not  going  to  tell  her  that  /  knew  tha,  that 
wa.  very  a„likely-i,  would  have  o„ly"^^h. 

n:L;"re*:r  •  /^*  "-"p'^  ^^^"^^. 

i^tliom    -here  the  good  doctor  .miled  grimly-"  in 

OS  her  head,  and  ha.  gone  by  water  to  Broken  Bav 
where  there  wa.  a  Government  «hooner  waiting  "„  fak*^ 
.  detachment  of  the  ,o«d  to  Port  Macquarie     ^ 
obtain  of  thi,  .ch<»ne,  would,  .he  wa.  confid™;,  ^e 
Un.  Lathom  and  her  maid  a  pa,.age.    Of  coujsf  I 

of-Mr..-Lathom  theory,  especially  a.  .he  and  W 
daughter,  had  noticed  that  Mr..  Lthom  had"a,t.riy 
.hown  the  mo.t  extraordinary  change,  of  m^J 
«P«ially  after  writing  to  or  receiving  a  letter  f^m 
her  hu.band  And  a.  an  abK,lute  and  ^nvindng  Z" 
of  her  mental  condition,  .he  had  not  taken  awfyTy 
dothing  except  that  which  .he  wa.  wearing  at  the  ri.^^^ 
the  .ame  with  Helen  Cronln."  *  ^* ' 

Rutland  nodded.     "  You  did  onite  ri.1,,    ii  u 
But  .peaking  of  tW.  giri  Cronil,  rZ:tI^C 

truthful  and  honest,  and  that  .he  wa.  no  criminal     T 
jupp<»e  .he  mu.t  have  been  bough,  over  by^'n..! 

Latbo,2°°l'L'?'°"'  t''".  ?  '"»''  °'  "•  ^'"'''■'i  Like 
1-thom,  I  beheve  the  giri  to  be  hone.t,  .traightforwarA 

don'.' M-  ""'"j^"".:  ^^'^^'"-°"'  'he  i.  a  iS^dl 
do^  believe  that  her  name  i.  Cronin  any  mori  than 
your.  »  IUme«..    I  cannot  powibly  imagine  a  girl 
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with  sttch  a  face  a.  hert  becoming  a  pany  to  anvthina 
wrong-and.  well.  I  won't  belieJe  it^  7  c^n^T'^^f 
pauaed  awhile,  and  then  returned- 

"  As  soon  as  possible,  after  leaving  Mrs.  Grainier 
I  went  to  work  and  made  inquiries  fmm  !k  ^"»"««'» 
authorifiV.  <.t^A  I      J    u       "'i"*""  ''o«  the  harbour 

h^d  le?"fo,  B«V°  «  '^*  ""  '".'*' ""  "y  •'•""Ptio" 
^  u  u       t  "™  '™"""  *'"*  "««d  in  her,  the  fact 

Mr..  Lathom  and  her  maid  leaving  Sydnev  in  a  littl, 
coa.,,ng  »e«el  would  naturally  have  aro„«d  Z.! 
-nder  and  considerable  comment.  So  Ztfied  " 
that  pom,  conddered  if  it  „.„  po,;ib"  tluT  .he 
really  had  ,  a  nidden  fit  of  peni'-Uee)  ,rij^^„ 
.0  her  hu.band,  and.  accompani^  b,  ^  "^  ^  Ttl 
.0  either  Bn,ken  Bay  or  Port  Hunter/by  way  of  W 
m,.ta-a  long  and  trying  joun,ey.  e.p^allv  when^I 

hor«.  or  trap  to  go  even  to  Parramatta.  a.  the  road,  were 

w».  earned  on  by  the  Commiwariat  .te,  mer  A/,V„ 
Ncm-  the  .Idpper  of  the  PelUan  know.  M...  UthomTv 
^h.  a.  wdl  a.  you  know  me.  I  went  down  to  S 
Harbour  and  mw  the  old  fellow    and  .=m  „* 

.hat  I  .^po^d  Mr.^Lathom  anj";:^,  mllfa^  ^Z 
by  the  PHuan  to  Parramatta  a  few  day,  ago  '  N« 
mth  me.  doctor.'  he  «id.  with  a  .nort.'^  -rwouldn' 

uav^'ed  «°.h   '*'V*  ";■"  ^''-    "•«  '»«  'i-"^ 

«d^l^.T'V"  °"  ^''^  ""^  ^  "»««J  °»  '»"d 

of  the^W^      •         T"  *  '"'  P"««'-    "^^  cabin 
of  the  A/,r4»  »  good  enough  for  mo.t  officer.'  ladie^ 
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but  not  good  enough  for  heiv-the.  with  her  long  yiDer 
nngleti,  and  parasols,  anw  smellin*  salts  an»  such !  •  - 
Rutland  could  not  help  smiling.  "  Old  Cunningham 
IS  a  very  outspoken  mariner,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  lady  tyrannised  over  him  all  she  could-it»s 
her  nature." 

"  It  is  and  always  was  !     Well,  there  was  only  one 
more  thing  for  me  to  do,  and  that  was  to  find  out 
whether  Mr.  M.  urice  Wray  was  in  town  or  not.    I  went 
to  his  rooms  in  York  Street  and  was  informed  by  hit 
landlady  that  he  had  gone  away  on  a  shootir^  trfp 
somewhere  m  the  vicinity  of  Parramatta,  and  mig;    not 
be  back  for  a  week  or  two.    Then  I  went  to  the  Barracks 
and  saw  Treherne,  Fanning,  and  others ;   they  all  told 
roe  the  same  thing,  and  no  doubt  believe  he  really  is 
away  shooting,  although  Treherne  remarked  that  it  was 
a  cunous  thing  for  a  man  to  go  away  in  such  weather  as 
we  have  had  lately.    '  But,'  he  added,  '  it's  better  for 
.him  to  be  wadmg  about  in  the  swamps  shooting  ducks 
than  staymg  in  Sydney  and  being  rooked  by  FeUdin* 
and  Macartney.'    That  finished  my  inquiries,  and  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  Wray  and  Mrs.  Lathom 
must  have  left  the  colony  in  some  homeward  or  foreign 
bound  ship."  * 

"  No  doubt  about  it,"  said  the  Commissary,  «  though 
how  they  managed  to  do  it  I  cannot  understand.  Every 
vessel  that  leaves  the  port  has  to  undergo  a  strirt 
search  for  absconding  prisoners,  and  both  Wray  and 
Mrs.  Lathom  are  well  known  to  all  the  officials.  Their 
presence  on  board  as  passengers  together  would  have 
excited  great  wonder— they  must  have  stowed  awav 
very  cleverly."  ^ 

"  Wray  is  a  moneyed  man,  and  money  will  do  much. 
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Anyway  I  found  that  two  foreign-bound  ihipt  have  tailed 
lately,  the  ProUctor  and  the  Lauwardin,  but  am  assured 
that  neither  took  a  single  passenger-or,  if  they  did. 
•ucA  passengers  were  not  seen." 

"  I  wonder  now,"  said  Rutland  suddenly,  "  if  Lugard 
was  concerned  in  this  matter  I  By  Jove,  I  begin  to 
understand  thmgs.    Now  jur   listen  to  my  theory " 
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"  As  I  wa.  teUing  you,"  rcnmed  Rutland,  ••  there 
wa,  a  fearful  ro„  a,  the  'Currency  La,,'  ,he  otW 
night.    I  came  in  at  the  tale-end  of  the  affair.    Macart- 

TdVr  T,  "~"^'  '""^  "•^»««'  »°  Macartney 
and  Feildmg  before  me  that  they  had  been  rooldng 

«^\Tf'u^'  sober  enough  to  play;  Macartney 
«oJal  V  l^^  '°?'";f  """*"  «  ^  American, 
2 Z t^  ^*" ,""  """■•  ^'^'  «'«  1^  «  "der  on 
r^«  \.  »  £«oo  or  «,,  and  contemptuoudy  refused 
to  fight  Macar«,ey.    After  Macartney  and  U.  feUow- 

t'Lu  T'  "'•  ^"«'"'  "'»^«'  "i*  Wray  and  me 
for  half  an  hour  or  so,  and  then  went  home. 

Now,  I  always  took  the  American  to  be  just  what 

he  represent«l  himsdf  to  be_the  agent  of  soie  pe"^. 

who  were  seeking  informarion  about  the  famUy  of  a 

So  .T  ""'  "*"  ™'  transported  in  Governor 
fhUlip  s  time  so  you  can  imagine  my  astonishment 
when  I  came  down  to  i.y  breakfast  the  other  morning 

ust  L  r  ■"''  ■""'"  '!"'  '^^  "•«  Pri««d  bi'ls 
iioo  each  for  the  apprehension  of  'James  Lueard. 
».d  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  lTnit«J  State,.-*  Patrick  Mont- 
gomery.  and  Samuel  Cle.'    n«»  foUoUd  a  peZll 
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deacription  of  each  of  the  three,  and  an  intimation 
that  Lugard  and  the  man  Cole  had  attacked  two  con- 
•tablM  who  were  sent  to  arrest  the  former,  bound  and 
ga^ed  them,  and  then,  with  the  man  Montgomery, 
made  their  escape. 

"  I  came  over  to  town  as  soon  as  possible,  and  here 
a  fr-sh  surpnse  awaited  me  at  my  office.  You  may 
remember  that  some  time  ago  I  was  stuck  up  by  Hewitt 
the  bushranger,  and  relieved  of  /200  ?  " 

**  Perfectly,"  said  Haldane. 

"WeU,  on  the  night  of  the  row  at  the    'Currency 
I-ass,  as  Lugard  was  bidding  Wray  and  me  good-night 
or  rather  good-morning,  he  said,  as  near  as  I  can  re- 
member J  Pm  glad  I've  won  that  money  from  that 
httle  ruffian  Feilding.    I  want  ^200  for  a  particular 

^  v'^T:*  ^"*"^  °^  "'"'*'  borrowed  ^200  from  a  man 
whom  I  know  to  be  a  very  good  feUow.'  From  this 
remark  I  gathered  that  he  (Lugard)  was  going  to  present 
this  money  to  his  friend  so  as  to  enable  him  to  repay 
the  loan.  '^  ' 

"  As  soon  as  I  entered  the  office,  my  clerk  handed  me 
a  packet  addressed  to  me.     I  opened  it  and  found  it 
^ntamed  ^200  in  notes,  with  a  Hne-*  With  Vincent 
Wewitt  8  compliments  and  thanks  for  the  loan '    Of 
course  I  was  very  delighted,  but  at  the  same  time  some- 
what fearful  that  Mr.  Hewitt  had  made  a  stUl  larger 
haul  and  had  sent  me  stolen  notes.    However,  I  knew 
I  could  soon  ascertain  if  they  had  been  stolen,  and 
so  for  the  tmie  put  them  into  my  safe-for  I  was  anidous 
to  find  out  all  the  detaUs  of  Lugard's  affair  with  the 
constables.     I  always  liked  the  man,  and  I  really  felt 
concerned  to  know  on  what  charge  they  had  tried  to 
arrest  him. 
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T  i"/  *°°"  1^"*™?"  ^^"  ^  ^'*°^^  ^°  know,  for  just  as 
1  left  my  office,  I  met  Marsbin,  FeUding,  and  the  head 

fZ  .1,  T'°^  ^""^  '^*  *?''"'•  They  had  just  come 
from  the  Governor,  and  Marsbin  was  sweUing  with 
nnj^rtance,  Feilding  green  with  rage.    Dismissing^it 

mto^the  'Governor  PhiUip,'  and  then  told  me  their 

"Feilding,  it  seems,  had     .ason  to  suspect  Lugard 
of  bemg  m  the  colony  for  some  illegal  purpose,  and 

fFendTnThT'-l'i"'  "^^"""^  ^°  ^^^  P----  He 
Lugard  had  dropped  that  night  at  the  *  Currency  Lass  ' 
and  the  parson  gave  me  a  tracing  of  it.  Here  it  is." 
and  Rutland  handed  a  slip  of  paper  to  Haldane  "It 
v^s  undoubtedly  Lugard's  writing,  which  I  know  well." 
The  doctor  read  it. 

.nv^""  '*''''''  ^'  ADAiK,-Pray  be  prepared  now  at 
any  moment.  There  is  every  indication  of  this  long 
spell  of  calm  weather  breaking  up,  and  the  ship  should-" 

« Neither  the  parson  nor  Feilding  know  of  any 
woman  m  the  colony-bond  or  free-named  Adair,  but 
^ey  both  knew  of  John  Adair,  No.  174,.,  an  Irish 
pohtical  prisoner  serving  his  time  at  Port  Macquarie 
^t  gave  them  a  clue,  and  Feilding  put  on  two  men  to 
watch  Lugard's  movements.  The  parson-who,  to  do 
him  justice  ,s  as  astute  as  he  is  merciless,  also  went 
to  work  m  the  meantime,  and  found  out  that  the  Ameri- 

familv  K^'  r"'  °o^'  i" ^"^"'  concerning  the  Ascott 
famUy  had  been  to  Port  Macquarie.  This  was  certainly 
suspicious   m   connection    with   his   letter    to    *  Miss 
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Adair    and  the  fact  of  John  Adair  being  a  prisoner 
at  Fort  Macquarie.      Marsbin  went  to  the  Governor 
and  told  him  that  he  believed  Lugard  was  up  to  some 
mischief  m  connection  with  one  or  more  of  the  Irish 
political   prisoners.    The   Governor,    who   loathes   the 
parson  most  fervently,   was  rather  sharp  with  him, 
and  refused  to  comply  with  his  request  to  have  Lugard 
arrested  on  suspicion.    And  then,  by  an  extraordinary, 
comcidence,  just  as  Marsbin  was  reiterating  his  opinion 
that  Lugard's  visit  to  Port  Macquarie  was  in  con- 
nection, not  with  the  Ascott  family,  but  with  the  Irish 
prisoners  there,  a  letter  was  brought  to  His  Excellency 
mfor    mg   him   that   John   Adair   had   escaped   from 
custody,   and,   although  a  most   rigorous  search  had 
been  made,  had  not  been  recaptured.    The  messenger 
who  brought  the  letter  was  the  master  of  a  small  coast- 
ing vessel  which  had  just  arrived  from  Port  Macquarie  " 
Then,  as  briefly  as  possible,  Rutland  went  on  to  say 
that  this  letter,  which  was  written  by  the  new  Com- 
mandant at  Port  Macquarie-Lathom  himself-after 
fijvmg  details  of  the  search  made  for  No.  17412,  stated 
that  as  a  man  named  Duke,  a  convict  overseer,  was 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  escapee  had  succeeded 
m  getting  on  board  an  American  whaling  brig  then  oflf 
the  coast,  he  (Lathom)  had  sent  out  the  Government 
cutter  to  intercept  her.    Duke»s  suspicions,  however, 
were  entirely  unfounded,  for  the  suspected  vessel  was 
actually  met  v.    .. .,  ..^  ^^  ^  ^rt  Macquarie  in  order 

to  buy  a  bullock  for  the  crew,  and  Murchison,  the  master 
of  the  cutter,  although  he  was  invited  by  the  American 
captain  to  come  on  board  and  search  the  ship,  wisely 
refrained  from  doing  so,  knowing  that  the  Governor  was 
very  anxious  to  encourage  the  visits  of  American  vessels 
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to  the  colony.  Lathom  had  commended  Murchison  for 
lu8  discretion,  especially  as  the  captain  of  the  brig  hZ 
self  came  on  shore  a  few  hours  later,  bought  a  bullock, 
and  spent  some  time  in  the  township.  ^ 

JLfj^^C  •^"'^''"'^  T  o°"  '°  "y*  "  '^^  P«»on  was  so 
persistent  m  urging  the  Governor-the  dear  old  fellow  i 

-to  have  Lugard  arrested  as  a  suspected  person,  that 

he  lost  his  temper,  and  said  that  as  Marsbin  was  wTf 

a  magistrate   and  Feilding  another,  they  could  iZTl 

warrant  ou  their  own  responsibility.     He  said,  « To  be 

quite  frank  with  vou  sir  >  (this  was  told  me  later  on  by 

the  Governor  himself),  *  I  am  not  going  to  be  made 

yours  and  Feilding^s  catVpaw.    M^  opinion  of^' 

Feddmg  you  know,  my  opinion  of  you  I  can  now  express 

freely-I  consider  you  ought  to  be  relegated  to  your 

own   particular   work,    which   is   of   an' eccIesiasSa 

flndT^  .^°"  ""  \  ^"'"'^^"«  ^^^"^«"^'  «"d  -  con- 
founded  nuisance  to  the  colony  generally » 

J^l  r'^f  '^i  '^f-  gentlemen  good-bye,  after  expressing 
tw\  ';^^^l^:^^^J^o  "  a  detestable  little  brutei 
that  he  and  Marsbm  were  wrong  in  their  imagining  that 

to  be.  You  U  soon  see,'  said  the  creature,  with  a 
malevolent  grin.    ^  I'll  ,ay  him  by  the  heels  InTda^ 

his'^offil^h"t°t'f  '^'  ^°''"'  ^°^  ^"  ^«  '«""»  to 
h^s  office  he  took  the  notes  which  had  been  sent  him  to 

the  bank,  and  found  out  there  that  they  had  been  paid 
out  to  Captam  Lugard  as  part  of  an  order  drawn  in  his 
favour  for  ^430  by  Feilding ! 

mL^J  T  *  !,"?"''  '°  '""•  ^^^  °«  "«^  could  a 
man  like  Lugard  have  to  do  with  Vincent  Hewitt  an 
escaped  convict  and  bu.hranger  ?    Then  I  remembered 
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that  Hewitt  had  been  in  the  Port  Macquarie  district 
quite  recently,  and  he  and  two  other  escaped  prisoners 
had  captured  the  Government  cutter  at  Camden  Haven, 
and  that  Lugard  had  been  to  Port  Macquarie  soon  after 
the  affair.  It  certainly  did  look  fishy ;  and  the  order 
had  been  cashed  by  Lugard  himself !  Then  I  began  to 
understand  the  meaning  of  his  apparently  casual 
remark  concerning  '  the  friend '  of  his  who  had  bor- 
rowed ^200  from  a  man  whom  he  (Lugard)  knew  to  be 
a  *  very  good  fellow  '—meaning  myself." 

"  I  see,  I  see,  Rutland,"  said  Haldane  ;  "  this  is  most 
interesting.    Go  on." 

"Well— and  this  is  the  part  of  the  story  that  I 
believe  brings  Lugard  in  with  Lathom's  wife— when  the 
two  constables  called  on  Lugard  to  surrender,  he  was 
accompanied  by  two  other  persons.  One  was  Samuel 
Cole,  an  emancipist,  and  the  other  who  was  unknown  to 
them,  the  constables  described  as  a  youth  of  about 
seventeen  or  eighteen,  dressed  in  sailor's  rig.  This 
youth  was  certainly  not  Patrick  Montgomery,  who  is  a 
big  fellow  of  six  feet." 

"  Surely  you  don't  mean  to  say  you  think  this  sailor 
lad  was  Mrs.  Lathom  ?  »  cried  Haldane  in  astonish- 
ment. "What  on  earth  would  she  be  doing  with 
Lugard  ?    And  where  would  Wray  be  ?  " 

"  Ah,  that's  a  bit  of  a  puzzle  !  But  here  are  some 
links  in  my  chain  of  supposition  that  Lugard  is  associated 
with  the  disappearance  of  Lathom's  wife:  First, 
this  ^American  whaling  ship,  the  Palmyra,  has  been 
hanging  about  the  coast  for  over  a  year,  and  visits 
Port  Jackson  so  frequently  that  every"one  wonders  at  it. 
Second:  After  the  escape  of  John* Adair  from  Port 
Macquarie  the  Palmyra  appears  at  Botany  Bay,  and  was 
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CHAPTER   XXVIII 

Haldane  agreed  with  the  Commissary  that  the  simul- 
taneous  disappearance  of  Mrs.  Lathom,  Helen,  Wray. 
Lugard  and  Montgomery  and  Cole  was  certain^ 
very  curious,  and  that  it  was  possible  that  Wray  S 
felt  grateful  to  the  American  seaman  for  p^'^cdng 

^  had  W"""^"  "^'''"^  ^y  ^"^*"«  «°d  Macart! 
ney,  had  told  him  something  of  the  relations  existing 

between  Ida  Lathom  and  himself,  and  Lugard  in  return 

for  this  confidence,  had  offered  to  take  thLa'ay";:" 

the  colony  in  the  whaling  brig. 

"For  instance,  doctor,"  continued  Rutland,  "  what 

co„  d  have  been  earfer  than  for  Lugard  to  ,ay  .'o  Wra^ 

I II  hdp  you  through  in  this  matter  with  your  lady 

love.    You  can  both  get  a  pas«,ge  away  in  ,he  Palmyr/' 

And  from  such  a  God-forsaken  and  deserted  placf  a, 

Bouny  Bay  they  could  have  got  away  without  noZZ 

they  could  not  have  done  so  in  Sydney.    Then,  again 

lugard  may  have  made  it  a  matter  of  business    T»y 

had  come  m  for  thirty  diousand  pounds,  and  he-tf 

or  so  m  <,.der  to  get  away  without  beat  of  drum." 

I  don  ,  know  what  .s  best  for  me  ,„  do.    I  suppose  I 

rfshVCner-"""  ""^"^'^'  "-•  •«"  ^^o" 
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The  CommiMary  had  ju.t  said  "  Yes,»»  when  a  knock 
came  to  the  door,  and  a  young  man  in  the  unifomiof 
a  naval  lieutenant  entered  the  room 

"  Hullo,  Mr   Rutland  !    How  do  you  do  ?  "  he  Mid. 
extending  his  hand.    "  How  is  Bfrs.  Rutland  f    )^U 
1  trust  ?  "  ^"» 

"Quite  well,  Ralston.  This  is  my  friend.  Mr 
Haldane-Haldane,  Mr.  Ralston  of  HmI  MarlLZ, 
Sit  down,  Ralston ;  »  and  he  rang  the  bell  for  the 
waiter.  "  What  brings  you  ashore  in  full  fig  at  this 
time  in  the  morning  ?  »  * 

"Most  important  business,"  replied  the  young 
officer  with  a  laugh ;  «  so  important  that  I  already  feel 

Ltfvo/srpT  ^"V"^  ^  ^"""^  ^  Westminster 
Abbey  or  St.  Paul's,  with  my  bier  bedewed  by  the  tears 

of  the  mourning  British  public.  Pm  going  off  in  chase 
of  a  pirate  ship,  or  something  of  that  character.  But 
I  want  a  stiff  brandy-want  it  sadly,  or  badly,  for  my 
newly  acquired  and  tremendous  responsibilitiw  have  so 
unnerved  me  that  I  must  take  to  strong  drink.  And 
then  I  also  want  our  esteemed  Boniface  Bennett  to  put 
me  up  a  case  or  two  of  grog  as  weU  to  take  aboard  my 
new  command."  ' 

"  New  command  ?  "  said  Rutland  inquiringly  to  the 
young  man  who  had  made  himself  an  especial  favourite 
with  Mrs.  Rutland  and  the  ^mmissary^r^^rr! 
aUy  by  his  frank,  ingenuous  manner. 

"Yes,"  replied  Ralston,  with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his 
bnght  eyes  "I  am  promoted  to  be  commander  of 
His  Majesty  s  ship  Coo/-and  a  rare  old  coot  she  is,  too  : 

tt  ca':  ^ai?^  ^"'  ^'  ''  '-'  -  ^  --^^^^ 
Both  Haldane  and  Rutland  knew  the  veaiel-a  good- 
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•feed  bngantine  which  had  for  many  years  been  employed 
by  the  Government  in  conveying  stores,  and  occasionally 
wldiers,  between  Van  Dieman's  Land  and  Port  Jackson 
She  was  old,  a  rather  poor  sailer,  and  carried  six  «ins. 
Surveying  service  ?  "  asked  Rutund,  with  kindly 
mterest.  ' 

"  Surveying  service,  indeed  !  Did  I  not  tell  you  just 
now,  Mr  Rutland,  that  I  am  going  oflF  in  pursuit  of  a 
«'?!!'  \    *"    ^i*°>„dropping  his  jesting  tone,  he  said, 

The  fact  IS,  Mr.  Rutland,  there  has  been  an  escape 
of  convicts,  and  the  Governor  this  morning  sent  for  the 
Commodore.  The  result  of  their  interview  was  that 
orders  were  given  to  get  the  old  Coot  ready  for  sea 
mimediately.  Then  the  Commodore  told  me  that  I  was 
to  have  command,  and  that  I  was  to  report  myself 
personally  to  the  Governor,  who  would  give  me  certain 
mstructions.  Off  I  went,  and  saw  the  old  cock  He 
was  very  kind  to  me,  and  told  me  that  I  was  to  search 
for  an  American  whaling  brig  called  the  Palmyta,  in 
which  these  convicts  are  believed  to  have  escaped,  and 
If  I  found  them  on  board,  to  seize  the  vessel  and  bring 
Her  back.  It  seems  a  curious  business,  and  the  old 
gentleman,  I  could  see,  is  very  much  upset.    There  is  a 

Captain  Lugard  mixed  up "    He  stopped  suddenly. 

remembering  that  he  had  met  Lugard  at  Rutland's 
house. 

«Go  on,  Ralston.  Tell  us  all  you  can  with  pro- 
pncty,  said  the  Commissary  earnestly;  "both  Dr 
HaJdane  and  I  are  very  much  interested  in  this  matter 
and,  mdeed,  were  speaking  of  Captain  Lugard  and  this 
very  ship  when  you  came.  As  you  know,  he  was  a 
visitor  at  my  house,  and  I  sincerely  regret  he  is  mixed 
up  m  this  affair." 
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some  Irish  prisoner  from  Port  Macquarie  Tlt^r^u  v 
certainly  did  resist  arri.,.  .,^  «»«cq"ane,  although  he 

coa«  a,  far  „  Endeavour  St^iw    .Tk'    "*  x"" 

quilS"  ''  "'^  ""'  ^"  ""''"^^  '  "  ^^^^^  "«^^-^ 

"About  six  o'clock  this  evening-as  soon  as  I  o.. 
my  stores,  &c.,  on  board."  '  ^  «*^ 
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miMfen  to  «il  in  ,he  Coot.    He  won't  refu«  me  . 
favour.    I  need  not  tell  him  why  I  w.„t  to  ITny! 
way.  he  may  not  a.k.    U  he  doe.  Ml  ,ell  hiT^Zd 
•»»  a  firm  friend  of  Fred  Lathom  " 
RutUnd  |ra.ped  hit  hand.    "  You  are  a  good  feBow 

ontlrf  r*    ' ""'' ''"''  ""''  *">'  "■"■  «"•  !-"«>"' 

"  1  can't  teU,  Rutland.  I  mu.t  think  it  out  later 
on.  I  want  to  sp,re  Lathom  all  I  can.  And  if  ther 
".  on  board.  I'll  try  hard  to  .ee  that  Wray  d«.  n^^ 
»me  back  to  Sydney  with  her.  H.  i.  not  watT^-by 
the  authonuc  and  powibly  I  can  manage  to  get  him 

rr      ^!"J"  ""•  "'  ""  ««>"»«nt.  on  the  cSHt.  o" 
.be  on  board  «,me  other  ,hip  bound  away  f„m  Au,t«lia 
I  Wt  mmce  matter,  with  him ;  I  can  make  himth 

Und !  "    "'""•      °^  •''•  •  '*'"»"''>«  •"»'»"•.  R«- 

"  It  i^  indeed  I "  „id  the  ruddy-faced  CommisMry 

with  genume  .ympathy  in  hi.  voice.    "Now.  teirin^ 

what  about  money  ?    You  may  need  «me.»  ' 

I  may  mdeed.    Will  you  lend  me  ^500  till  I  return 

whenever  that  may  be  ?  "  '  reiurn, 

"  More  if  you  want  it,  Haldane.  Get  you  off  to  the 
Governor,  and  I'll  have  ,h.  money  ready  for  you  in 
gold  when  you  return.  Now  for  Heaven',  .ake,  don't 
».  wmmg  me  out  an  I.O.U.  when  time  pre«e,  '•  and 
the  fand-hearted  official  literally  pud,ed  his  friend  ou, 
ot  tne  room. 
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CHAPTER   XXIX 
Jw  a.  the  Palmyr,  rounded  Smoky  Cape  and  brouaht- 

from  the  djore.    The  tide  wa.  on  the  ebb,  and  there- 
fore  CarroU    „  .h.  ve.«l  could  not  be  beached  to 

from  th-  Wn  decH  where  i,  wa.  alway.  carried,  and 
make  tt  ready  to  go  on  shore. 

A  few  minute,  later  rmcent  Hewitt  came  on  deck 
and  told  the  captain  that  hi.  uncle  wa.  dead 

crew  ML" f '';'"  """'l""' '  """  •""»« «o  the 
crew  he  held  hi.  hand  up  wamingly  to  thow  of  the  crew 

who  were  getting  the  boat  up  from  the  hold. 

Go  ea.y    men-make  a.  little  noi«  a.  po.«ble. 
Mr.  DawMn,  half-mast  the  colour.  " 

"y,  ay,  .,r,  to  their  captam'.  command,  for  thev 
knew  a.  they  «w  the  second  mate  take  the  bri^^ 
en«gn  out  of  the  flag  locker,  that  the  "  old  pa,«n«f ' 
«  they  had  termed  John  Adair,  had  pa,«d  away  ^nd 
pr^eeded  v«,h  their  dutie,  in  that  .ilent  man^whTct 
prunarJy   the   re,ul.  of  the  habit   of  unquestioning 
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ol»di«c  to  thdr  o«c.„.  orf.^  b^„,  ,^ 
n»rlKd  ,nd  «.Mu«i  »!,«,  ,h,y  |„.,  ^,  d,,,^  ^^* 
come  amoDgtt  them. 

SSS^I.""*  i*'r  L°  «"  •"»•  "«'  •■"munition  for 
themjelve.  and  the  boat',  crew.    Thev  „epped  ver^ 

of  rff  •  J  ^'?  "••  "o  "*«' '"'  «•"■»  «o  tell  her 

of  their  d«p  .ympathy-ehe  could  read  it  in  their  face^ 

..'^•''  "^"''y  P""*"*  l-"  """d  in  turn.  I 

Captam  Lugard  and  I  mun  leave  the  .hip  for  an 
hour  or  two.  Mi„  Adair,"  .aid  the  ma.,er  of  fh."„. 

but  Mr.  Grey  and  the  .teward  wiU  be  at  your  .ervice 
and  your  cou«n  will,  of  cour.e,  remain  Jth  yo"7    ' 

I  .-.I    •"       ^"^  ^^  "  "••  C»P«»in  Carroll ;  and 
I  am,  I  .Mure  you,  very,  very  grateful  for  all  the  atten- 

tt°  T.**™  '"''  P~'  '»"'*'•"    ^^  tried  to  .mUe 
d>«.ugh  her  tear..    "Now.  I  .hall  not  cry  any  moT 

I  mu.t  remember  that  you  have  much  To  do,  Td  I 
wan.  to  help  and  no.  hinder  you.    Plea«  tell  me  when 

you  wuh  to— to  take  my  father " 

Lugard  interrupted  her  gently-"  Not  to^,y.  Mis. 
Ad«r^  Captam  CarroU  thought  that  you  would  l^^ 
of  to-morrow  morning." 

vo!!^;!m^-^i.'""  \"*"''  '^"«'"'  *""•  "•«  PO'hop' 
you  would  IJce  to  choose  the  .pot  where  you  wiil:  your 

wet;.™  ;  '"'"*',. .?'  *"'  «"^'  y-  °»  »'«'«  '^"n 
we  return  if  you  vish." 

"A^.Si''"i\^T^^'"  ""  ">•  P^'  8»tefully, 
for^t  "  ""•fr';'"»'«'«ful  of  you.  I  d„U  never,  never 
forget  your  landne.,  not  only  to  me.  but  to  my  father ; 
and  to  my  couan  a.  well,  for  he  owe.  his  liberty  ,o  you  » 
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a!!  n   V  *  ""PP""* ««  Captain  CarroU  and  mywlf  to 

t  L  /T  T, '"  y""'  "^  *•'»''.  »'--a»t  you  a  ° 

on  board  the  Palmyra,"  replied  the  yonn»  *merican 
^avely.  a.  tf  he  were  aBuding  to  the  j^e  . 't  onTj*  "5 

^a.t"  Would  '«"",r^«  ""'  '«''  '^  •<-  i^  ''-' 
pa.t.       Would  you  hke  to  come  ashore  m  aboat  t*o 

h""ei«d.»  "^  ''  "  "^  ""^^  '"'^  I-"  *'  «» 
read?'"''  '""''  '^"■""^  ^*"^'  ^  »^'  l-  9nite 
anI'K  "!!"!?"/  'T  ""  """  P"*"''  off  f"">  «!>«  brig 

tm^httr  if;  '^  '•"  •""  '•-"  '"'-^'«'  y«'^ 

"  Poor  little  hooker !  »  „id  Carroll,  as  he  ga«d  lack 

a  ~1  •'g'^  "r"-  "  '^  '«"-  ''«'«  ^""  '^" 
•*  '?""■    ™'  p«y  1"«  started  the  men  at  the  pumps 

agam  !  I  should  have  told  him  to  let  them  resf  untU 
we  get  back-they  make  a  feariul  noise,  and  I  don't 
wan,  _that  poor  girl  to  be  disturbed  more'  than  we  can 

s^n.  ,1  Z    .  '?  •? '""'  "  ""'=•  P°"'"  to  the  crew, 

ITlfaUed  ^e'ma':^  """' '^•'' ''■•*«" '--«: 

"  Let   the  pumps   stand   awhile,   Mr.   Grey.    We'll 

take  a  rousing  good  speU  at  them  when  I  come  back." 

r.. Jn^  ^'  T'  fP^'"^  ^'"y*  ^^°  *^  °°«  «""»«d  the 
reason  for  the  order,  and  once  more  the  burly  skipper 
slewed  the  boat  round  for  the  shore. 

two  hours  or  more  ,f  you  can,  Lugard,"  he  said  to  his 

uo  in  r  .  T  '"' .  T'  '°  ^^  '^•^  P*^'  °^^  «"tleman 
up  m  r..'  shore-going  fashion,  and  I  don't  want  her  to 

come  o.  deck  and  see  the  carpenter  at  work  on  some 


Helen  Adair 


225 


teak  planks  I  have  in  the  »twecn  decks.    It's  a  knock 
to  any  woman's  feelings  to  see  coffin-making  going  on. 
on  board  a  ship,  especially  when  she  knows  it  is  to  hold 
some  one  very  dear  to  her.    So  I've  told  Chips  to  go 
about  his  work  very  quietly  down  in  the  'tween  decks 
f.  \  «J^  '^^^}'    Then  I'll  lend  him  a  hand  and  we'll 
finish  the  job  on  deck  once  you  get  the  girl  out  of  the 
way     And  look  here,  Jim,  how  will  this  do  ?     I've  got 
a  roll  of  white  China  silk  which  wUl  come  in  well  for  Sie 
mside   Immg;    and   then   you   know  them   big  brass 
handles  on  those  long  drawers  in  my  cabin  ?     Well   as 
soon  as  the  girl  is  out  of  the  ship,  I'll  take  four  of  'em 
off,  and  get  one  of  the  hands  to  clean  and  polish  'em 
bright  with  vinegar  and  sandpaper.    Then  I'm  going  to 
polish  and  varnish  the  whole  thing  in  regular  Boston 
high-style,  and  then  we  must  get  particulars  of  the  old 
man  s  age,  his  full  name  and  all  that,  and  we'll  cut 
the^lettering  out  of  a  sheet  of  copper.     How  will  that 

"  You  are  a  good  fellow,  Carroll,"  said  the  younger 
seaman,  «  and  I  am  sure  that  that  poor  girl  will  not 
forget  you  in  her  prayers." 

.  *T'»  '^t,"'""  ^°  «»  w«  can  to  help  her  i  .uch 
trouble,  said  the  whaleman  simply ;  « it  would  be 
downnght  wicked  of  us  if  we  didn't.  Then,  I  have 
^ughtera  of  my  own,  and  that  makes  me  feel  soft  over 

The  boat  touched  the  beach  near  the  mouth  of  the 
little  stream,  and  the  two  men  got  out  and  stood  on  the 
hard,  white  sand  which  fringed  the  bay.  The  place  was 
veiy  quiet,  and  so  sheltered  by  the  high,  wooded  head- 
land  of  the  Cape  that  the  violence  of  the  stiJl  ragine 
storm  could  only  be  imagined  by  the  heaving  bUlo^S  to 


Helen  Adtnr 
wfcch  clothed  the  .id«  of  the  lofty  hill,  wh„„  doping 

Xe"  tt:^  ,ir '"  "*"■» " '-  --o^d  X«<S  o? 

Shouldering  their  guns,  the  captains  set  out  along  the 
beach  towards  a  spot  which,  seen  from  the  brig,  indimed 

W  :L^t     ''•  ^'  "■■"  ''^''  "°™  1«ite  ceased,  and 

grey  dome  o  the  heavens ;  and.  as  they  walked,  a  bright 
sun-blade  pierced  the  clouds,  and  iJr  a  few  momm 
shone  upon  the  fringing  beach  and  tree^lad  hills 
S™nm,ngq„.,e  close  to  the  margin  of  the  sand  w«^ 
»*  tint!:.'-".  J'h-principally  mullet,  gar-Bsh.  and 
«h.tmg_wh.ch  showed  «:arcely  any  sign,  of  fear  ^f  the 
.ntruders.  merely  moving  lazily  away  for  a  few  feet  and 
agam  resummg  their  former  position  a,  «H>n  a,  the 
men  had  passed. 

andi,      11  K  '    °v  '  '^°™  '°  ""  P"""*'"  i"  »n  hour 
X7rk."°  "  '■'""''  '""  ""  "'""'  ""  k"'"  --J 

«,  n^'"  u"  f"'"  P'*"'''  "'  k'ngaroos  and  Krub 
wallabie,  about  here,  I  am  ,ure."  ,aid  Lugard.  "  Any- 
way th.,  .,  exactly  the  same  kind  of  country  a,  thit 
about  Port  Macquarie  and  Cattai  Creek,  and  the  e 
have  «en  many  hundred,  of  them  every  day.  We 
might  shoot  a  few,  and  get  fre,h  meat  a,  well  a,  fre.h 
fish.    This  .s  certamly  a  lovely  little  place  for  a  few 

Well,  we  might  manage  the  shooting  as  well  as  the 
fohing.  Once  we  get  the  brig  on  the  beach  and  Bnd 
the  leak.  Grey  wUl  look  after  her,  and  you  and  I  will 
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we  to  the  kangaroos.  And  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
although  I  want  to  get  away  as  quickly  as  possible  from 
this  infernal  coast,  I'm  afraid  that  this  gale  is  not  half 
blown  out  yec  I  don't  like  to  see  the  sky  clearing  in 
this  curious,  pa.chy  way.  Shouldn't  be  surprised  if  the 
worst  of  it  has  yet  to  come  ;  if  so,  we  are  better  off  here 
than  at  sea." 

"  Neither  do  I  like  the  looks  of  the  weather,  and  if  It 
were  not  for  the  danger  of  some  settler  or  a  passing 
vessel  seeing  the  brig  and  reporting  us  either  at  Port 
Macquane  or  Sydney,  I  should  like  to  be  here  for  a  few 
days.  We  don't  w^nt  to  be  caught  here,  even  lying  at 
anchor-let  alone  being  on  the  beach,  hard  and  fast." 

A  few  minutes'  walking  brought  them  to  the  spot 
they  had  observed  from  the  brig  ;  a  very  brief  examina- 
tion showed  .t  to  be  well  fitted  for  careening  the  brig, 
and  Carroll  decided  to  put  her  ashore  as  soon  as  the 
tide  was  at  full  flood. 

An  hour  sooner  than  was  anticipated  the  boat  re- 
turned to  the  ship,  and  shortly  afterwards  again  left 
for  the  shore,  carrying  Helen,  Lugard,  and  one  of  the 
boatsteerers-a  young  Western  Islands'  Portuguese 
named  Manuel  Castro-who  was  an  excellent  shot,  and 
who  with  the  two  other  men  who  manned  the  boat,  was 
to  skirt  the  low  scrub  at  the  foot  of  the  sp  ..s,  and 
endeavour  to  shoot  some  kangaroos  or  any  other  game 
they  might  fall  across. 


■i'l. 


CHAPTER  XXX 
grass  in  ,h.  midst  of  a  efov/ir^u  ^"'""  """'' 

iw  ^rr.'""'';  "■.-  "«'• "«- "i^'  ™ 

^t:rsr';-:tir^;oi^^^^ 

r«dy  .o  b.  floated  again,  as  soon'^a    the  d^^"^' 

Tlie  pnncpal  leak  was  found  to  be  cau«d-l  ?!      J 

had  surmised-by  tlie  startin.,  ^f      "'""'~'"  Ward 

"y  me  starting  of  a  butt-end  under  the 
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counter  on  th.  port  side,  whilst  on  both  port  a„d  ,„, 

her  planking  owtng  ,o  the  severe  straining  she  L] 

undergone  at  the  outset  of  the  gale     IT,!,   „f 

had  to  be  remedied,  even  thou|h  it  n«  ssil^^r 

can  \,:  ^"''"  ''"°'''"  'We  in  order  to 

can   h  r  over  to  port  so  as  to  get  at  the  starboard  sde 

«cure  on  one  sjde  as  well  as  the  want  of  bulwark! 
would  permn.  Then  after  the  repairs  to  the  p^n  s  de 
had  been  effected,  another  flood  tide  had  to  be^w"itfd 

c  U  r  ^"  "?  '""'P  °"  ""  "'»  I-"'  before  thrcast 
could  be  moved  across  the  deck  aeain      v.?    ,V      ' 

the  m  h,a  worked  most  wil5  2  del^'c:  tat 
John  Adair's  funeral-which  was  attended  by  half  of 
ttnt'adr'''''-^^'"'"  «^  considerawt:  Ld 

^'^B^:^rtrs:crt7JS:.-'-- 

winJl        'T'  ■'"'°''«''  ""  '"^  l-ad  cleared  and  the 
w,„d  lessened  m  ,ts  violence,  it  was  still  blowing  ha,d 

.J  m'"  ^'"  ^  ""  '°  "'"i"  and  Ward    "  w. 
.houU  no.  ue-we  might  have  fared  wor.^  "        ' 

remark^    h^''*"   very  philosophically,   Carroll." 
remarked  the  younger  captain,  "  considering  you  haie 


;ll 

i 


let  .11  you,  bo«.  but  one,  and  tpy-worl«,  and  tha 
..  ara.  any  n.o«  whaling  go.,  .h.  Voyage  I  Z.» 

m  the  East  Indie,  all  the  sooner,  though  the  Lord 
know.  I  .hall  turn  green  when  I  hear '  There  , he  Wow^M 
ung  out,  and  know  it  i.  no  use  lowering  our  one  feai 
to  fall  a  whale  that,  although  we  could  cu,  it  fe  we 
couldn't  try  it  out."  ' 

althJu^"?  T  ^'""^^  "  "^8  •"»•  C»P"in  Carroll, 
although  I  .ay  It  on  my  own  re.pon,ibility_,hat  when 

have  met,  he  w.11  amply  compensate  you  for  your  lo..  " 
I  am  .ure  he  will,"  „id  Hewitt  earnestly f  "he  has 
no  children  of  hi,  own,  and  I  know  that  for  the  ,ake  o 
my  cousin  Helen-if  for  no  other  reason-Ie  w'u  ^ 
anxious  to  prove  his  gratitude  to  you." 

"  I  don't  count  on  getting  anything  that  I'm  not 
entitled  to  gentlemen,"  .aid  the  bi>  mat,  with  a  bug^ 

They  were  at  thi.  time  on  shore  in  a  large  tent  made 

oro'nT"  'rf '  '"  *■'"■  ">'  l-ri/w"  canned 
th^f^^H'?  "  ""!  S^od-natured  whaleman  insisted 
that  for  Helen's  comfort  a  shelter  should  be  put  up  for 
»«r  on  a  dry,  «ndy  mound  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tittle 

«nth  tvpl;     Um''"'''''"'"'""  <""•'  time, guarded 
A?i^     '^J^v'S"''"'^"'""^' C°'«' »nd  Manuel  Castro 
And.  a.  the  burly  captain  was  speaking,  she  entered 

called     flannel     flowery  which  ,he  had  gathered  during 
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her  walk  along  the  base  of  the  mountain  spur  which 
would  be  for  ever  dear  to  her  memory. 

"  Are  they  not  wonderful  flowers,  Captain  Carroll  ?  " 
she  aslceu,  as  she  sat  upon  the  rough  seat  which  Hewitt 
eagerly  brought  to  her.     «  See  "-and  she  handed  the 
bunch  to  the  whaleman-"  what  soft,  white,  velvety 
petals,  and  such  a  strange  pale  green  centre.    There 
are  so  many  about  here,  growing  even  in  the  sandy 
sod  just  above  the  beach.    At  Waringa  I  used  to  find 
a  few   but  Mrs.  Lathom  did  not  like  them,  so  I  never 
brought  them  to  the  house-she  said  they  looked  like 
nuns  who  had  taken  the  veil-but  Captain  Lathom  was 
very  fond  of  them,  and  was  always  so  pleased  when  I 
brought  him  some.     He  loved  flowers,  and  told  me  of 
some  he  had  seen  in  the  West  India  Islands  when  he  was 
there  before  he  was  married.   There  was  one  in  particu- 
lar  of  which  he  told  me-oh,  how  I  should  love  to  see  it  • » 
^^  What  was  it  like,  Miss  Adair  ?  "  said  Lugard. 
"  Oh,  It  must  be  lovely.  Captain  Lugard  !     You  know 
iiow  Captain  Lathom  speaks-so  quietly  and  gravely 
and  yet  how  his  eyes  light  up  when  he  is  reaUy  inter* 
ested  m  anything.     He  told  me  that  this  flower-it  is 
an  orchid-grows  on  a  rough,  coarse  stalk  like  that  of 
a  hollyhock,  but  that  when  the  bud  unfolds  it  reveals 
a  tiny  little  white  dove,  with  wings  and  beak  and  breast 
nestling  upon  the  top  of  what  looks  like  a  cross.    The 
Spamsh  people,  he  said,  called  it,  '  the  flower  of  the 
Holy  Spint.'  " 

"  I  have  seen  the  flower,  Miss  Adair.  It  is  indeed 
very  wonderful,  and  Captam  Lathom  described  it  most 
accurately,"  said  Lugard.  "  Now,  Pm  oflf  for  a  long 
walk  to  the  top  of  the  cape  to  see  how  it  looks  outside  to 
the  southward.    Will  you  and  Hewitt  come,  captain  ?  " 
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a  waUaby  or  two."  "  ""•  '°  «" 

of  &J."^  «"  "*""'  °*'  '""»«  "«'"  »  th.  care 
of  Cok  and  Mo„tgome.y,  for  although  no  r««,.  .i™ 
a»a  been  seen  of  anv  ahnriolnoi.  k  •  ■  •  .  ""  "P" 
vicinitv  ir    °.       '^.  J    '¥""'''""«""'"  imniediate 

V  for  the  tent  could  have  been  ve.-  easilv  an 
proached  by  the  .tealthy  „vag.,  through  X  thtc"^ 
«rub  between  the  beach  and  the  ba.e  of  ,t   pur  and 

A'  w"  X*lrnr  "  ^"'  """  ""  °'  '"« 
The  climb  to  the  rVJge  of  the  spur  which  stretch.d 

Cape  by  the  gallant  Cook,  was  not  so  difficult  a,  it 
aTh  \^\'°V^  '^".  and  in  a  little  m"e  rtan 
an  hour  they  found  themselves  on  the  actual  sumnU,  „° 

X!:^.  o^r 'winrbyTt«„:!S'"i '""-  ii- 

and  stunted  gum-treef    A  „    ^^^      ,        '"'>^'"« 

"1;  inste^d*";^  ^"''^  "'"""""f  '^ «-  "«n 

"  yUl  r^^Jt "  °.    t"'  'if"*  "*  "^'^  ""e  creature, 
nf  ,v  1,  *    '  L^*  '^""^  '"«='' ;  "  «''««•»  a  big  friutt 

and  that  >s  where  I'U  ge,  him.  I  can^  faU^rotgh 
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.t,**^^^^"^  "•"'"  """  examining  Arir  wall.bies 
they  heard  the  report  of  Lugard's  eun  •  .k.„  h!.      ' 
caUing  to  them  :  *^    '       '"  ""  ™'« 

"  Come  here,  quiclily  !  " 

DeKending  the  dangerously^teep  ride  of  the  Care 
for  about  ,  hundred  yard.,  they  entered  hlbelt  of 
«n.b   where  they  found  Lugard.^  He  was    unZ  t 

t^t'l'''  •""""  '~'^«  "-«"  '"«  "-  o« 

"  S?*"  "  **"  "''""''y  '  "  ^''"d  Hewitt 
LooImS.™.."'"  "'»*"'''"'••    ''«  "ever  mind  it  now. 

He  pointed  away  to  the  southward  to  a  large  vessel 
•hat  was  running  before  the  gale  under  storm  canvaf 

away     She  had  lost  several  of  her  upper  spars    but 
«"she'°  t  '"f"'  '^  """•"  »f  i'otl^Se.  " 

Certam  to,"  said  Lugard ;    "  but  I  don't  think  it 
wJI  matter  even  if  she  runs  round  the  cape  and  uk« 

tnends     That  u  the  Ututcard^,.    I  know  her  looks 
too  well  to  make  any  mistake." 
';  What  is  to  be  done  ?  "  asked  Carroll. 

for  In''    ^'  ""'•  "°P  ^"  f«"°  """"mg  in  here 
Z  m!     '  T  ""  '    ^"^  J"  Schouten  i.  no,  a  bad 

w^arron'tlliLr'  ""  '""'  "-"  "  '■'^"  "«'- 
me^rt'ZltVoT  t^'i'^,:'-'  '^^  -«  '^«.  '>« 


CHAPTER  XXXI 

upon  the  Wach,  they  met  Helen,  who  wa,  accom- 
yarned  by  Patrick  Montgomery,  armed  with  rifleTd 

"What  is  the  Mattr  captain  ? "  asked  Helen 
""ously;  "has  anything  ,^„,n  j,  frighune" 
me  to  see  you  all  running."  mgntened 

"Don't  be  alarmed.  Miss  Adair.  It  i,  only  a  large 
•hip  just  coming  round  the  cape  "  ^ 

caf«ur'  '"'"'■  " '''" "  '''"«'•  '"P- '  '"■«•  c»P«"" 

iJ^T?*^-  "No  i»d««i.  Miss  Adair.  Twould 
,t  P^  for  US  and  the  res,  of  the  p«ple  on  boa  d 
the  Palmyra  a  we  were  caught  here.  TT^is  a  DntS 
me^n,  shrp  of  whjse  captain  you  have  hearV,^ 

•'Oh.  of  course-  t;«  captain  of  the  L,,uwari»,." 
Here  she  comes,  sir."  cried  Montgomery  and  as 
he  was  speaking,  the  barque  swept  p«t  ^  slt.o 
face  of  the  cape,  and  then  hauled  to  fhe  wind  »T  o 
brmg-to  under  its  lee.  Her  sudden  appearance  caused 
the  greatest  surprise  on  board  the  Pal^a,  w^sTcrew 
were  all  clustered  together  watching  thf  slranger,  wlo 
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pretently,  after  a  cait  or  two  of  the  kM»d.  brought-to 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  careenTbrffc 
and  a.  her  cable  .pun  through  her  hawsepipe  the  Dutch 

Ah,  that  .right,"  .aid  Carroll.  «  I  wa.  wonde^g 
If  Grey  would  he.itate  about  .howing  our  colour.  Xn 
he  mu«  know  that  the  .kipper  of  the  barque  know.  « 
pretty  well,  having  seen  u.  twice  in  Port  Tackwn 
Schouten  will  be  .ending  a  boat  to  us  as  soon  a.  heta. 
snugged  down  a  bit." 

"Sure  to  "  .aid  Lugard,  who  wemed  to  be  lost  in 
.udden  meditation,  a.  with  hand,  in  hi.  pocket,  he  .tar^ 
blankly  at  the  Dutch  barque.    Then  he  .wung  rounTol 
hi.  heel  to  Carroll,  and  drew  him  a.ide  for  a  few  minute, 
•peaking  in  a  low  tone.  ' 

"Certainly    I  leave  everything  to  you."  said  the 
whaleman,  who  then  addressed  Helen. 

"Miss  Adair,  for  very  good  reasons  we  wish  you,  Mr. 
Hewitt.  Montgomery,  and  Cole  to  go  into  the  tent  and 
remain  there  till  we  .end  the  boat  for  you  about  du.k 
1  here   1.  no  danger,   but  Captain  Lugard  and  I  do 

pL^"  "^    ^" ''  "^  ^^"-  ^^-^y^  ^-  '^- 

Helen  and  the  two  men  at  once  obeyed  without  the 
.hghtest  que.tioning,  and  Ca^oU  and  L  friend  walked 
quickly  down  the  beach  to  the  brig. 

I  Z""^  ^-l!  't"  ^^'l  '^^^  "°'>' ""'  **"^«y  ''"^  "  f"Uy  a» 

™  K  "f  ^"«"i:.«"d  taking  the  big  man  by  the 
arm,  he  fim  told  him  of  what  he  had  heard  from 
Stouten  about  the  two  passenger,  expected  on  bo'rd 
the  Leeuxoarden,  then  of  his  subsequently  overhearing 
a  conversatfon  in  Lament's  house  between^he  jew  and 
a  visitor  who  were  in  another  room,  concerning  the.e 
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Then,"    continued    LuffarcL    "  T    K-.,.j    t 

Thompwn  :    but  that',  o/  Tn  *"'  """«  ''"'' 

rather  like  him  ••  '  "°  «>„„,„.„„  „  „,.    ^ 

"  Do  you  know  »ho  the  woman  ii  ?  " 

I'Ugard  shook  his  head     "  Nn   t  j  x.      . 

know  the  man-he's  a  tidier  ol.      ^'u    ""'  '  ^ 
for  a  fortune     H.  k      •<"<""  officer  who  has  come  in 

.t  Latho^s  ho"     a'n'd!!:::,*";?'''!;  T"  -'  '"»" 

wel'l^L"?"""  ?  ^"r'  ""^  """o  Mi"  Adair  know. 
m^mbl«'d  tSl.ri.'":"'  ^''"''""y'  '"  ''«  had  just  r" 

as  to  sav*.  tim-     tv  8*"  i"  re  stow  iier  cargo  so 

who  r„rmoir:n'^rrcr;:^""''^ 

sea  again.  ^^*  Palmyra  at 

"..y  S  wanted  afwcUsrS  Tl  IT  ^""""^ 
«5»  vvcu.    ao   tis  best  to  be  careful." 


Helen  Adair 


m 


Just  a.  they  reached  the  brig*,  .ide  one  of  the  boat- 
.tee.™  called  out  that  a  boat  wa.  coming  lon!"the 

They  went  on  deck-CarroII  to  hurry  up  the  preoara 

^^t:;h:an  M^^^^^^^  -^^  -•  --^  ^^  ^^«  ^-  om 

;*  Good  morning,  Captain  Schouten."  he  cried 

Ah,  goot  morning,  mine  friend  Lugardt "  renK^H 

he  skipper,  standing  up  and  waving  hisC     «  I  do« 

It  yas  you,  und  der />^/m>.M.»        *  ^'        ^ '*°" 

"  It  is,"  said  Lugard  cheerfully,  pleased  that  Wrav 

was^not  m  the  boat.    "  Pull  right  'up  here  underZ 

The  moment  Schouten  climbed  up  and  stood  on  the 
poop  he  shook  hands  most  heartil^  with  Lugard    in 
quired  what  was  the  matter  with  the  brig   and  offered 
•uch  assistance  as  he  could  afford 

"Thank  you,  captain,  but  we  are  neariy  over  our 
Roubles  now,  and  are  putting  to  sea  again  in  a^ew  hou  " 

fan  Tv  "''  "^Tf'  '^"  "  ^y  ^  ««nd.  Captab 
Jan  Schouten  of  the  L..utcard.n.  Come,  let  IsZ 
below  and  see  what  .he  steward  can  give  us  »  ^ 

As  soon  as  they  were  seated  over  a  elass  of  aro» 
Lugard  took  Schouten  into  his  confidenct    nd  aZ 

The  old  man  grinned  and  smacked  the  American  on 
he  .hould.r-"Do„d  you  haf  no  fear.,  myTri.„d,, 
I«ll_do  a,  you  vi.h.    Und  you  vUl  do  .he  .ame  by  t 

Lugard  nodded  at  him  approvingly. 
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"  ^ou   haf  nod   forgodden  dot    I,    too     haf   «,m. 
passenger,  on  mine  schipp  ?  «  asked  Srh^L„      •  ^ 
atrocious  wink.  "  and  do't'dey  mlS^^not'^^  ^^Z 
to  meet  any  people,  who  come  from  Sydney  r»  "' 

An*  yes,  I  remember  now." 

*»,    and  he  lowered  hi.  voice  and  said  that  onlv  Llf 
an  ho„r  p«™u.Iy,  „  he  wa.  banning  the  8^  thi 

llprf.  "'*'  '"  ""  '^'"""'"-^  Captain 

^•Whom  did  yon  «y  ,"  Mr.  Thomp«„  had  a.ked 

Sehouten  repeated  the  name,  and  then    to  »„  k;. 
own  word,,  the  lady  went  "  ^  vit,  a.  .'    L  J 

J^gardt-who  u  a  goot  gentleman.  enough_to  Me 

me  ;   m  my  vife  und  my«lf  viU  ke>n  ^  -.         l-     „ 

"  Poor  devil. ! "  P  "  °"  «»'""•• 

I  id  not  vant  any  fifty  poundt.  nor  fifty  .^hilling, 
und  dot  a.  «on  a.  I  had  «nt  me  oop  mine  33^ 

7Xf  '"'  «•"""  ■»"»•  I  "-""O  "«  m"  .-? 

Yon  need  not  horry  on  our  aceoont."  laid  Lujard, 


<( 


iff 


Helen  Adah 


»39 


gra.p„g  hi,  h.nd     «  You  can  tell  your  p.M«,«,.  ,h., 
ti«.  b,^  wdl  no,  b.  We  for  tW  ho„„  longef  Now 
teUu.  how  you  have  fared  in  dii.  gale  ?  "  ' 

.ndcl™ll')°"  'T  *5*  '^•'*  "P"^  '"»''«  Ward 
and  CarroU  farewell,  and  returned  to  hit  ship,  and  iu.t 

a.  *.rla,e«  fell   the  cr«.  of  the  Ii.„e  brig  ^  .'.".Vw 

the  top«ul.  were  loosed,  homed,  and  .heeted  home 
^CarroU  canted  her  off  to  .tarboard.  and  .he  .loMy 
pa«ed  cIo«  under  the  high,  .quare  «ern  of  the  Ia,«^ 

well-lighted  cabin  through  the  two  wide  port,   were  it 
not  for  the  .carle,  curtain,  with  which  theyTeri  ra;ed 
to  keep  out  the  night  air.    But  .uddenly  tho«  of  ?he 
port  „eare.t  to  Helen  were  drawn  a.ide,  and  a  faiV  f« 
|^a«d-,h.  face  of  Ida  Lathom.    F^  a  mom  nt  „ 
two  they  looked  at  each  other  in  .Uent  amarement  then 

P*lmyr*  pawed  ahead,  out  to  the  open  Ma 
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to  the  ^,,       d  ,,„„,y  ^^  ^      pt  do™ 

had  lam  upon  it  ever  since  sunset 

"  Still  calm,"  said  Lugard. 
"  Aye,  but  we  ought  to  pet  a  br«i»-  ♦!.:. 
Can  you  still  see  the  DutchJ^^  r-  '"°"""«- 

Ha'uhir.^lr"''"!!  ,"  "°."  "  ••"  ""«  '«"  «  bit. 

out.in;'- t^rtntt-:-  ^" 

Bay     Vof t'l.    r""*,'"'  "'*"  *«  Wg  had  Srial 

ligKds  a^d  I  n  "T«  «»'"'-««««riy.  then  cam. 
iignt  winds,  and  finally,  when  within  sixty  miles  of  th. 
Cham  of  low,  sandy  isle,,  called  Wreck  r"  "d-d 
calm,  which  so  far  had  lasted  for  thirty^ifCu™  ^ 
the  previous  afternoon  the  Dutch  baraue  had '  ij^ 
sighted  coming  up  astern,  but  the  wind  SL  W  at. 
and  dunng  the  night  both  vessel,  had  lain  b^l^S' 
Ward  was  not  surprised  at  the  appearance  ofthe 
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Ih.  k"  \^    '^     companion,   for  ten   minu,«  af,.. 
the  bng  had  pa„.d  the  barque  in  Trial  Bay    IWen 

"No,"  he  replied. 

"  nl'u  """  t"^  "'°"'™  passengers  I  "  she  asked. 
^^  There  is  one,"  he  answered  evasively. 

was  so  exactly  l.ke  Mrs.  La.hom  that  I  thought  I  must 

I  saw'wZ     '''  '°°'''''  «">"  "  ■»'.  and  I  Lc^' 

MM.  Pj      °"  "  "  '°  'P"''  ■•   'hen  suddenly  the 

blmds  were  drawn  together  again."  ^ 

Adair,     said  Lugard  gravely,  « and  the  great  wrrow 
^u  have  jus,  experienced  would  no  doubt  bring  bXo 

your  memory  people  and  scenes »  * 

"  I  know  what  you  mean,"  she  interrupted,  "  but  the 
semblance  was  so  startling  that  for^he  ne«  fc^ 

"/«$;:'"'"''«"■    I  *»nd~  who  she  is  f  " 

.d  w^.h^^iil^'"'"""'  "*=''<"'"■'  '°W  ">«."  he  answer- 
M,  with  a  little  assumed  impatience. 

It  was  a  very  beautiful  face- "  beian  Helen 

when  he  turned  sharply  away  from  her  andlfSed ttl^ 

•Mond  mate  who  was  for'ard.  ""^lotne 

"A"  right,   Mr.  Dawson,   I  am  coming,"  and  he 
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"  Currency  li,.  "  ZJ'  f  J^   ^  "^  '''«  «™«  «  tie 
Sr  Sh      !  •"""'"  '°^''«'-H«kn  and  Vi"  „ 

and  fh.'  .°"^"*  °''  '^"'^  "''"  '    The  ,un  i,  ».I1  „„ 
and  the  u»  is  „  raooth  as  glass."  '^' 

ev„v  riJ,rf,       '  ^  5.°"  '^'y  ■'»"  "l""  the  rudder 

;i^ry  r-^o^r"-  '^""  ■""• "-"'  -.  'i- " 

He  «at,  or  rather  knelt  beside  her    and  a«  1.;.  4 
a  bro.h„  and  saster  would  loss  when  «,„.  mu.ualZow 
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had  befallen  them,  but  the  kisa  \^^  \^a  -    .    - 

was  that  of  a  lover  **  J""  ^^*"  ^*' 

m«„  not  be  a„g^     You  will  «„„  b.  „y  ^l^:" 
will  tm:J^""?y  ''"  '^''  «""■''  '""•  ""dily  i  "  you 

never  thought  of  you  as  a  husband.    And  Vincen,  rfH, 
do  no,  aslc  „e  again.     ,t  grfeve,  m.  to  hun "r^"  ''"' 

t    Almost thelastwordsyourfatherspoketouewasawish 
.ha,  when  we  reached  America  we  should  be  marrier- 

wi,h',et"'  'J/^-Sntl  ir '  '?  ""  '^-  «'«• 

.h«  he  said  to  J:^)Ltf%v:z^rr^i 

wowa  make  me  happy  to  know  diat  when  you  reaU 

J^:"Me';"nr"  *" ';!\'^"-    ^^^thelovrisa^n 
your  „de  Vmcent,  and  her  aSection  for  you  i,  bu,  that 
of  a  cousm,  you  must  not  oersuad,.  H-i.„        •       T 
wiU-d.at  would  be  wrong ''^  '"  '«"""  "«' 

looked  at  her  pale,  sad  face,  a  great  pi,y  fiUed  his  hear, 

bri2'  '"^  ""*  "  "y  "°  '»°«  'Oh"  untflThe  w": 

'h?     wou  d'Vr t^n  he"""  T  ^'\r^  ^'"^  ^" 
«V«  "y«^nlier.    He  would  wait  patiently 

lou  must  formve  me   H*Un  »»  k         j       "*^y"/- 

•ip.  .0  her  hand.*;.  ^T^""-.  ^l";^.  P--«^; 

my  heatTr""  ""'"  "  ^''"  '^-"•'  ^--Vwhl' 
,   *ur  u  was  tHe  hope  of  seemg  you  once 
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!^     ^  V  """''  "  P~'  """^  *'»  down  there  to  ,S^J 
ttl'^J  ^"o^-Por.  Arthur.    And  I  c.n  nev'rl- 

"Don't  Vincent,"  rfie  said  pleadingly,  "I  cannot 
bear  to  thuilt  of  tho«  old,  happy  dayf.  We  have  ijl 
.u«ered-you  moat  of  aU,  for  fath;,  told  meTlLt  hi  w« 
never  .roned.  nor  subjected  to  any  of  the  awful  ^.w" 
mfcced  upon  jo  many  other  priwuer—and  ye,  mv 

^^ood  out  of  my  mind  for  ever.    So  do  not  ,peak"^ 

tho«  past  day,,  dear  Vincent.    And  think  of  L  only 

a.  one  who  loves  you  for  the  ties  of  kinship  that  bind  u^ 

«nd  for  all  that  we_father.  you,  and  I_have  endured 

n  common     Don't  ask  m.  to  marry  you  't^^helrn, 

orward  and  kissed  him  on  his  sunburned  iZ^l 

but  take  me  safely  to  Uncle  Walter,  who  wfll  su«lv 

^e  me  a  home  now  that  father  is  dead,  and  1«  ha.  no 

cWd  of  h»  own.    Oh.  Vincent.  Ufe  is  very  dull  and  ^y 

and  sad  to  me  now  !  "  ^^^ 

hulkily"°"'^  ^^"  "^^  "'^  '"'  y^"'  "*'^"»"  ^-  •aid 

"  I  know  it.  Vincent      Now,  please  go  on  deck  and  I 
will  follow  you  in  a  minute." 

A  heavy  footstep  sounded  on  the  companion  steps 
and  Carroll  entered  the  cabin.  ^* 

"  Good  morning,  Miss  Adair.    Coming  on  deck  to  take 
yourusualsun-bath  ?    There  is  another'ship i^^ht" 
Is  she  near  ?  »  asked  Hewitt. 

t.in?°'  y«»^»"'tseemuchof  herfrom  the  deck,  but  Cap- 
tam  Lugard  has  been  aloft,  and  says  she  is  a  brigantiae!^ 
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SooH  after  „i„.  o'clock  a  light  br«ze  .prang  up  from 
^e  .a.tward    and   both  ,h.   brig  and   bafquT  «° 

«  e«  ff  ;^  Y~"  """"  "■"'''•  "'"''''  "k'  ">«■»  wen 
clear  of  the  dangerou.  i.l.„  of  Wreck  Reef     Tl. 

L.,u«^J^  heavy  and  c«mber«,me  a.  ,he  l^W  «^,! 
»  r.a!.ty    ,  fi„.  .aBer.  and  i,  wa.  „i,h  ^meli^S 

Forty-fiv.  mile.  I  make  it,  and  on  thi.  cour«  we 
.hall  paw  about  twenty  mUe,  to  windward  of  i,  ~ 

I  »l„^t  ■'['  '"^  '^"^  ™"«»"  """"d  here,  and 

1  tlunJc  we  miffht  as  w^ll  U»  k—  * 

points."  *'  ^""^  "P  *  «>«P^«  of 

"  Oh,  we  are  all  right.  Let  us  go  on  as  we  are  • 
itj.  our  best  sailing  point,  and  there ^1  L  In ",1  but* 
full  moon  at  seven  to-night     IVe  »^^r^  ril       •     •  , 

on  Wreck  Re*f  .i*  m;i  ^'^^  "*»°  "^«t 

"  TTrecit  Keet  six  miles  away  on  a  clear  nicht     AnH 

^'::j  i»rhe:t*a?:jrr/^j^'  r  • "- ^^- 

foUow  him."  ^°'  *°^  ^"  *=^°  -^^^^y 

tii;T;'re".^^^^^^^  ^°'  ^^"*^  i^  -»  true 

««t  by  reason  of  hi.  many  voyage,  to  Sydney  from 


H 
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Batavia  the  Dutch  .kipper  wa.  well  acquainted  whh  the 
Australian   coast,    and    espedallv   with    tk/      .1  • 

B.m«  R«f,  he  wa.  .  „„ewha,  carel«.  natw 

The  Mme  light  easterly  air  whieli  wa>  carrvin.  ,k- 
barque  „d  brig  along  their  northerly  co"r^3fl«  : 
beam  mnd  for  the  brigantine  righted  early  il  A.  ™„ 

i^awson,  the  second  officer,  who  was  looking  at  her  with 

hajd^hL't^r" ' " """'  ^™"'  '•  ^  «•«- 

a1'^^!"'  ''«'«'"  yo"  «d  I  know  that  fellow 
Anyway,  .f  you  don't.  I  do.  TTuf,  the  Co<w_tlut  oU 
»x^n  «at.  that  wa.  lying  i„  siriu.  6.T^  It 

:z  i^f''  *•  ■"*  '^'- « '« -■«.  'hi  r„": 

whenW  J^  "'•    V~'' '»"'«"'"  ""'i"  <rf  them 
when  .he  ttUed  into  the  Cove_an  old  foreaaU  3^ 

th«e  new  cloth,  in  the  bunt,  and  one  at  ^Tle^ 
-urrow^tted  .op.aa  with  a  hoi.t  high  e^^Jhtf  a' 
feigate.  and  a  topgallant  mU  a.  big  a.  Stable  dorf.  »J,K 
the  f«to|  it  cut  half-mc^n  .hap.  gy  a  ^tt^^' 

«t  will  never  do  to  let  that  fellow  .top  u.,  and  uS 
we  can  diow  him  our  heel.,  he  ^U  .to^  Z  "  w^^t 
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w.  ,r^I  d,r«,y  thi.  old  box  hJ^;^,  '^J"' 

thmg  to  do  u  ,o  get  away  from  him  brfor.  h.  can  do  m 
.ny  damage     Hands  to  braces,  Mr.  Daw^n     W."l 
.how  the  Britisher  what  this  old  blubber-hunTr  can^^ ' 

bra~d        r  tj'^^  """*«•  '■"»  "  «I>e  yard.  w^„ 
braced  up,  he  beckoned  to  Lugard.  and  »ninW„    .     if^ 

four  small  g„n.  on  the  main  d^- ".^i""""*  '°  ">« 

•      L-    „  .  *  '""«  'wenty-Jour  instead  of  thow   IM 
give  ft.  Majesty's  Cool  all  she  wanted-—"      ^     "^ 
The  loud  boom  of  a  cannon-shot  interrupted  him-th. 
bngantme  had  luffed,  and  a  n,.(r  „.     t.-        ""f'"' 
floatingfromherside  '^  '  °'  "■""  '""''«  ""' 

•;  He  wants  the  Dutchman  to  heave-to,"  cried  Ln„,^ 
.pnngmg  upon  the  quarter  rail  «,  as    o  -«  a  b^t« 
vT^"n  I'b-"""!"  ""  «««'«  "Cifeme'nt  ;^' 

"  He's  lowered  a  boat,  .ir,"  caUed  out  the  third  m.,. 

who  w„  „p  i„  ,fc.  „,.„,^^  ^^  ^  gia'sT' ;^::'f7o^, 
^.I'^^Sp  ta'^d"'^?:orf ."ir "-°  •' "  •^-'' 

«  c^  u    u      .;  "****'  ^^^  traced  up  sham  »» 

So  h.  has,"  .aid  Lugard  to  Carroll.     "  A  .  t W. 

another  gun-the   brigantine  has  sent  a  .t«^;  ' 

Schouten's  bows     Th^  k«o*  •  "°^  **^'**»» 

forthebaJque"       ^*  ^^^  "  ^^^^  «<>-»  PuUing  hard 


h 
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chance  of  gettine  awav     H„.-.  ?  .       ""*'• 

•on."         '^""'»  """y-    "0"t  out  coloun,  Mr.  Daw- 

l^igard  jumped  down  from  the  rail—"  W.  _.  - 
•way,   Carroll.    Loot  a,   ,Z  n  -.'l  *  *"^  ««* 

«ii-j       J  •  .  '   **•  Bmuher  now— he  hu 

ailed,  and  ii  .tandmg  on  after  u>   !..»,„.  u-    u 

deal  with  the  Dutchman."  '       ™*  '"•.'»*•  '° 

Heaven^  he  „  not  going  to  play  any  game,  on  me     U 
he  tne.  to  board  me,  I'm  going  to  fi/hf."  '    " 

*or  a  few  minute,  the  two  men  intently  watched  tl,. 
pur.umg  ye.„I,  which  pre..„tly  went  abo«    ,„1 
^e  came  to  the  wind,  fired  a  .hot'ted  gun  a^h^  ^t  " 

:«'e.rf:rT:r  bt"  1°' "" '°  H:attC"x 

•p«»n,  a  deep  and  angry  murmur  burat  from  th.n, 
and^e  captain',  face  purpled  with  rage  *""' 

I^S.^'-  a.t'JheXla^^iTut.tZ'^.  *<• 

rh^r^rot^""--^'''^""-"^^^^^^ 

capt^'d  Itl  """^T' "'  "  ''"•^«  "••  "<>  »  "«  are 
captured  ,t  mean,  that  you.  the  officer,  of  thi.  ,u7 

^TZ^'"'''  V"^  "y""'  «i«  «>«  in  a  Sydney  ^fi 
and  God  know,  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  youL^v' 
and  Mr  Hewitt,  and  ,h.  other  two  men.  nC^u  aU 
know  that  your  lay*  i.  one-third  of  the  moTev  I   ' 

Z     '  T""'  "  '"'*"°»  'o  y""  "ay  forT™ 
and  you  knew  the  ri.k.,  didn't  you  I"  ^'^ ' 

Ay,  ay,  Mr,"  they  responded. 
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"Well,  ru  an  i,  Cmt.    If  the  wind  fall.  Htht  m 

nand  by  me.  for  the  honour  of  the  old  flag  (  " 

leal,  • /^^l  "'•  ""  **"  •'"'"•«'  *«  «knowIed„d 

.™.^ ..  ■  J  w  ^""  *""  "«  »"»• '  •«""  out  the 
•«ch  other  in  theu-  eagemeas  to  get  to  the  cabin  •  whil« 
Lugard    a,.i.ted  by  Hewitt,  Montgomery. ^'..r'Td 

thwe  »a.  a  plentiful  .upply  of  ammunition. 

all^ U"*  '  ■?"«  ""'"'*'•"*  '""y  ■»«".  nearly 

being  Manuel  Ca«ro  and  two  or  three  other  Portugueie 
•niey  were  all  accuatomed  to  the  u«  of  firearT  a. 
were  the  crew.  „f  aU  whaleahip.  who  crui«dTmong 
.he^uland.  of  the  South  and  North  PaciSc  in  S 

on^'tieT""':;''  ""•?'  ""«  P«P«a,ion.  were  going 
on,  the  Lauumrdm  had  continued  her  courM  iettin. 
.very  .titch  of  ca.va,  ^  could  carry.  ex~;^uri7 
and  keepmg  away  to  the  N.W. ;  but  the  b^at.  manned 
by  tw«,ty  .turdy  bluejacket^  wa.  urged  alonrin 
purauit  a.  .„ch  a  pace  that  the  di.tance*be,w«°*the 
two  wa.  .lowly  but  .urely  diminishing. 

ing  fmm  hi.  labours  for  a  moment,  he  watched  the 

now  that  he  1.  runnmg  free . '-he  could  add  another 
tt^  knot,  to  hU  .peed."    Then  he  walked  af,  to  wt " 

.ot    TI'T}  ""  *'  P~P-     She  ro«  a.  he  came 
to  her.  h»  dark  £«»  fl„.hed  with  excitement. 


"May  I  remain  on  deck.  Cpt«n  Lngard  f "  At 
»M  ,„.etly.    ..  I  .hould  like  „^,  ,  ^„„  ^  ^ 

thr^n\^°"'  J.  *?  °^'  *^"»^'  ^"^  ^  «*<>  Hope  that 
there  will  be  no  bloodshed,"  she  said.  a.  .he  r^um^ 
her  seat,  and  lifted  her  eyes  to  his.  resumed 

"  There  will  be  no  bloodshed.  Miss  Adair,  if  we  can 
pos«bly  avoid  it  And  I  honestly  believe  ie  ca7  ^d 
shall  avoid  ,t.  I  do  not  think  that  brigantine  wUl  even 
be  able  to  get  near  enough  to  do  u.  any  damage  with 
her  guns,"  he  said  reassuringly.  * 

"I   do  indeed   thank  God   for  that.     Believe   me 

Captain  Lugard,  I  do  not  feel  for  myself.    I  wo^^S 

gladly  give  myself  up  to  that  King's  ship,  and  re««, 

my  liberty  for  ever,  rather  than  know  tlit  I  waTIE 

cause  of  the  taking  of  one  human  life  " 

"Do  not  fear,"  he  said,  in  almost  whispered  tone., 

you  shall  not  go  back  to  Australia ;  "  thefhe  quiclS 

went  to  the  weather  rail  to  join  Carroll,  just  a.  tl^ 

latter  gave  a  loud,  laughing  "  Ha,  ha  •  " 

"  Look,  look  !  "  he  cried,  «  the  Dutchman  ha.  only 
been  playmg  fox!  See,  he's  setting  aU  hi.  .tun^il^ 
and  1.  simpl)  runnmg  away  from  the  boat  " 

For  the  moment  Lugard  did  not  answer,  for  he  was 
watching  the  C.o^  at  this  time  to  leeward  le«  thi 
half  a  mile  distant  from  and  nearly  abeam  of  the  brig 

^f^r^to  heave-to.     It  .truck  the  water  a  long  way 
Jhort  and  Lugard  laughed  and  gave  his  attention  to  the 
Dutch  barque  and  the  boat  in  chase  of  her 
The  astute  skipper  of  the  Ueutoariin  had  indeed 


r  • 
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^««      fojong-    ,.  Cm>ll  h.d  .aid.    H.  w..  »ui« 

^  bo.  .  .„d  „  d«,rmu,ed  ,o  do  .11  h.  could  ,o  .,v" 
the  Palmyra  from  capture.  To  Wny',  p,„ionate 
pl«d»g.  and  o(f.„  of  money  to  crack  on  ill  ZZ 
h.d  turned  a  polite  but  deaf  ear,  bu,  finally  ,aldn«  pi.y 
on  rt.  man,  he  removed  hi.  pipe  from  hii  mouth  and 

trouble..     I  know  va,  I  va.  doing.       I'vill  ,.t  da 
man-of-war  poat  coom  oop  und  oop,  and  I  vill  go  on 
and  on  und  on  until  do«  poor  tuyvel.  of  .ailor  men. 
«U  be  very  fred,  und  den  ven  dey  begin  to  coom  ,00 
cloje  to  mme  goot  Khipp,  I  vill  ...  me  mine  .tun-wU, 
and  away  ve  vill  go  like  .chmoke-«,.»  ,nd  taki".  , 

tend*:,  tet  "'  •-'  ""  •  ^'  <"  -^'  '"» 

qu'e'n^'wS."'  ""  ■"°"  ""^  ""  •"•  •""  """  ' " 
I  "  ^T""'^  '^Y'i>"T,  I  vant  to  help  mine  goot  friendt 
Lugardt  und  der  captain  of  dot  b„-j  .11  t"^,.  „„,,  I 

™.n.^ '■/n'"  ""^  T""*  *'y  *"•''»«  *•  ^»  full  of 
men.  to  follow  me.    Ven  dey  Me  dot  dey  cannot  poard 

Zm^I"'      '^         ""  ■'"''  ""•'  "y  ">  "«'h  der 

Wray  wa.  .till  mystified,  until  Schouten  gave  a  broad 
smile,  and  said : 

"  I  dond  know,  mynheer,  vat  tcr  tuyvel  der  Coot  do 
fire  her  guns  at  my  schipp  for.  und  chase  me  as  if  I 
vas  a  bad  pirate  mans;  but  I  do  know  that  there  are 
some  beoples  from  Sydney  on  board  der  Palmyra  who 
are  in  great  tanger  if  der  Coot  catches  th,m;"  and 
then  he  went  on  to  say  that  as  the  barque  and  the 
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brig  had  both  Miled  on  tlu  tame  day.  and  Lugard  had 
»for««l  hm,  tha,  ..,«.,  pri«„  J'w„e  Si, 
««p*c,«l  that  th.  authoriti«  had  «nt  th.Ti^  ^ 
cha«.  to  xxy  and  o».rh«,l  both  »««|.  if  po.dbl.,  and 
to  March  thtm  for  the  ab«»nder. 

going  back  on  my  word.     I  offer«l  you  another  /coo 

no,  to  1..  that  boat  board  your  .hip.    \  m  ^yX 

money  whenever  you  awure  me  we  are  safe  " 

Schouten  wratched  hi.  head.    "  You  mu.t  be  der 

"Che.,  .hen.leman'.  I  ever  «e.     Veil.  I  mil  dake  der 

money  if  you  gif  it  vit  a  goot  hear. 
"  I  will  indeed." 

"  Den  go  you  below,  and  kirn  away  der  dear,  from 
der  eye.  of  der  breddy  little  lady.  und'deU  her  f™m^" 

owt  Coo/,  vich  ve  vill  tee  no  more." 

fai^-  ^"^u  *"'*'**^  "^^  *^*""   '^  Lathom,   almost 
fawtmg  with  terror,  fell  into  hif  arms. 

"  Look  up,  dearest ;  do  not  weep  any  more.    We  are 
"fe^uite  safe.    There,  come,  «t  We.  and  I  wUl  tel 
you  how  very  groundless  were  our  fears." 


der 
der 


CHAPTER   XXXIV 

Whbn  Lieutenant  Ralston  made  his  humorous  remark 
to  Mr.   Commissary   Rutland   concerning   the  sailing 
qualities  of  his  new  command  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact  that  a  few  weeks  previously  the  brigantine.  whilst 
undergomg  some  very  necessary  repairs,  had  had  her 
mammast  shifted  two  feet  further  forward.     The  result 
of  this  alteration  was  a  very  material  improvement 
in  her  sailmg  powers,  as  Carroll  soon  discovered,  for 
after  finng  her  second  shot  she  continued  her  chase  of 
the  brig,  apparently  leaving  the  boat,  which  was  vainly 
puwuing  the  Utwvurd^n,  to  take  care  of  itself;    for 
RaUton  was  determined  to  make  the  brig  bring-to 
not  only  as  a  matter  of  duty,  but  also  because  his 
professional  pride  as  a  seaman  would  not  allow  him 
to  let  her  slip  through  his   fingers.    The   breeze   by 
this  time  had  weakened— much  to  his  satisfaction— 
although  a  rising  bank  of  clouds  to  the  southward 
denoted  both  wind  and  rain  from  that  quarter,  and 
he  therefore  determined  to  send  away  his  only  other 
boat  and  make  a  dash  for  the  brig  before  it  was  too 
late ;   for  not  only  was  she  slowly  but  surely  outsaU- 
tt«  the  Coot,  even  in  such  a  light  breeze,  but  he  knew 
that  m  another  hour  or  so  the  coming  squaU  would 
give  the  chase  every  chance  of  getting  away,  especiaUy 

•« 
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a.  he  was  now  beginning  to  feel  «>mewlut  anxious  about 
JMvmg  the   cutter,   which   was   cha.inl  T    u 

Bo.  un,  teU  the  gunner  I  want  him." 

^^T  '  "^^'  •^"""-^^  °»«»»  ^th  "sea- 

«  no    iV    *"  °°.  ^'  ~"«^  ^«^y  f«ce,  came  aft 
we  ^:t^\lf  °"L^'°""  "^  the'eighteefmen 
rlldv !      .  *  ^"*  ^'  ""»  ^«^«  the  second  cutter 

lou   wiu  go  m   her.   Mr.    Donaldson.    I'll  give  vou 
H.M  i  U  ^^^^    ^"^^    P«"ow    were    there-Dr 

»m.  on.  .1^  tocommand  du.  eonLndJ  bri«nX 

i^«     ?^   Y.t"'  '"^^  "  '^''-^  '  -«  ^^ 
«""«•     Jlu»   Yankee  feUow  won't  heave-to    and   i. 

apparently  ready  to  fight  into  the  ba"«in  'bu,  if  I 
d^a't  board  him  within  half  an  hour  hellrive  u.1he 

N.«l^.^™    M»*y.  although  the  Govemor-who  i. 
waval  Commander-in-chief— exoreiulu  A^:.^ 

and  avoid  •  har.h  measure.^  T^*^  .  '  '°  ">' 

board  n,  Hij    ""*•"*••     Then,  when  you  come  on 

me  that  a.  the  Dutch  barque  «Ued  from  Sydney  at 
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the  tame  time  that  the  Yankee  left  Botany  Bay  I  muit 

yon,  Captam  Lathom,  sad  land  you  at  Port  Macquarie- 
and  a  very  unlucky  thing  it  »a.  for  you."        ^ 

,!,„      k     *i° '"'"^  """n  «d  iU.  a»d  ten  year,  older 
I^ikd  """  '""'  •""  "■"  '•"  «  Waringa! 

r«pon.,bIe  for  the  weather,  and  I  know  that  had  it 
been  po«bk  for  you  to  have  landed  me  at  Port  Mac 
q-arie  yon  would  have  done  «.    Neither  of  u.  arTto 
bUme,  the  Governor,  knowing  I  wa.  at  Pon  Hunt" 

d»t  I  d«,uld  be  glad  to  get  back  to  my  po,t  by  the 
very  fa,t  opportunity,  naturally  enough  Thought  of 
the  C<xx-and  here  I  am."  * 

L.',?''*"u"  ^°"  •*'*'''  '^  »«  '0  «y  "O.  Captain 

««  Dr.  Haldane  wa.  deUght«l  when  I  tdd  him  you 

:^  tL^bo^T:; y  TaL""'"^''  °  V"  "^^  "" 

,K  'o  navigate,  except  Mr.  Coffe.  who  i,  away  in 

the  cutter  after  the  Dutchman.    I  .incerely  ,ru.t  .ie 

ifrg:!"?^''"''"'"''-"''^*''"""''"''^- 
"  I  wid,  it .!«,  Mr.  RaUton,"  wid  Haldane. 

w^!  t    5"  •'^""  •»  »  "tJ^  »■>««  i   bnt'l  don't 
wan,  to  do  „.    On.  ,.a»a  i.  that  I  mw  at  lea.t  one 
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woman  on  board,  and  the  chance,  are  that  .he  would  be 
thefim  perwn  to  be  hit,  or  perhap.  killed." 

thfuUe"*  ''*"''^*'*  ^'^°°'*'  ^°°'  "^'^  ^*  °^"  ""^^^ 
"  I  .hould  like  to  go  with  the  boardinff  partv   Mr 

Ral^on,"  he  .aid  ;   «  r.y  .ervice.  may  be're^ul^f  * 
It  1.  very  good  of  you,  doctor ;    I  hardly  like  to 

conwnt  to  your  exposing  yourself,  but " 

"Tut,  tut !  Pve  been  under  fire  before  now,"  replied 

Haldane,  a.  he  ro.e.  ^ 

"  Well,  the  boat  will  be  ready  in  fire  minute.,"  and 
»o  Mying  the  young  officer  left  the  cabin 

iTll.?      *''    'V°  u^'"'  "^'^  y°"  "°  ^^'^  '^^  Coot 
If  RaLton  .eize.  the  brig,  and  I  will  leave  thi.  vewel 

thatlTam  ^"^ 't\'*^r"    But  if  .he  m«^  be  told 
that  I  am  here,  tell  her  that  .he  need  have  no  fear-l 

aha  1  take  care  we  do  not  meet.    God  know.  I  will  do 

t"o  lxz:\^\.o^^-  ''-'-''^  -  -^^  ^- 

Ten  minute,  later  the  wcond  cut.er  left  the  brigantine. 
and  a.  .he  pu.hed  off,  Ral.ton,  a.  a  la.t  hope,  ^aHe^ 

Heave-to,  or  I  will  sink  you." 

No  notice  wa.  taken,  and  the  only  pcr«,n  now  virible 
on  board  wa.  the  man  at  the  wheel. 

But  Carroll  and  Lugard  had  made  their  plan.,  and 

evide  Them"^"  '"  "***""*"  "'''  '°  '^^^  ^"'^^'•»  **«  ^° 

"  Now,  men,"  .aid  Carroll,  addre.«ng  hi.  crew,  who 

were  all  tittiag  down  on  the  deck  «>  a.  to  avoid  being 

•een.      taptaw  Lugard  and  I  have  worked  thtt  thing 
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out.  We  will  give  that  boarding  party  the  go-by.  Be 
ready,  when  I  give  the  word,  to  jump  to  the  bracet,  and 
we'll  go  round  like  a  humming-top,  and  be  oflF  on  the 
other  tack  before  the  Britisher  knows  it.  Then  all 
you've  got  to  do  is  to  skip  below  as  quick  as  you  can,  for 
we'll  have  to  run  right  past  the  brigantine,  and  we'll 
get  her  broadside,  sure  enough,  and  I  don't  want  any  of 
you  boys  to  get  hit  in  the  eye  with  a  nine-pound  cannon- 
ball." 

"Ay,  ay,  sir,"  growled  the  men,  disappointed  at 
Carroll  not  allowing  the  boat  to  come  alongside. 

Then  Carroll,  Lugard,  and  a  dozen  seamen  sprang 
up  on  the  poop  ;  the  mate,  with  half  a  dozen  more,  went 
for'ard  to  attend  to  the  head  sheets,  and  the  rest  of  the 
officers  and  crew  stood  in  the  waist,  silently  expectant. 

"  Let  her  go  oflp  a  bit,"  said  the  captain  to  the  steers- 
man. 

"  Let  her  go  off  a  bit,  sir." 

As  the  brig  paid  off,  Carroll  and  Lugard  watched  the 
boat,  now  almost  midway  between  the  two  vessels,  her 
crew  sending  her  through  the  water  in  gallant  style. 

"We'll  do     >w,  Jim,  I  think  ?  " 

"  Yes,  put  her  round." 

Carroll  made  a  ^-sture  to  the  steersman,  who  put  his 
helm  down  quickly,  4nd  the  PalmyrM  spun  round  on  her 
heel  so  steadily  and  swiftly  that  Ralston,  who  was 
anxiously  watching,  could  not  repress  an  exclamation  of 
admiration,  so  smartly  were  her  yards  braced  up  on  the 
other  tack.  In  an  instant,  however,  he  discerned  the 
reason  of  the  manoeuvre. 

"  Pipe  'bout,  bos'un  !  "  he  shouted. 

Shrilly  sounded  the  whistle,  and  then  came  the  bull- 
like bellowing  roar  of  the  bdl'un's  voice  as  he  repeated 
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her  so  as  to  intercept  the  brig  ^  ^^^ 

Lugard  ran  forward  and  stood  on  the  topgallant  foc'scle 

.h.  gu„„.,  pointing  hi.  pi.,01  ..  lun,  Vndlt":^*" 

a  prewnted  their  mutlcets  at  the  boat 

out  Donaldton   toolc  no  heed     Wi.l.'  ,     i. 

bri,  in«Lr..     •  •     -i'"'  ''y  «"''««  <"  <l«ign  the 

her  nearly  in  halv«    1^'f  ^\  ^  ^'""''  ™«"« 
thrown  in.„  .1,  .      '  ""  "«"  "««  »t  once 

ttiowB  into  the  water,  and  would  have  drowned  at  ^ 

•Wl  forpng  ahead,  the  boat  parted  amiddupfc  tli 
reminder  of  the  crew  dingipg  ,o%he  two  h^'^whS^ 
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J'J^^\^°"  ""?•  «**  "P  •>««  on  «!'«  bowsprit '  " 
cn^  .  w.II-,«„.„ber.d  voice  ,o  Haldane.  ^rUiLrf 

"  Down  below,  everybody .«  " 

«  thitrllT-  "''  '!'i°^'"  '^^^  ^"^^'^^  ^o  the  doctor, 
the  bngantme  is  luffing  to  give  u.  a  broadwde  - 

The  four  men  flung  themselves  flat  down  on  th« 

hi»  ^ns  for  her  foremast,  flred.  °°»  "gMmf 

There  was  a  crashing  of  timber,  and  a  bic  .»lint«r 

but  no  other  damage  was  done.  "»eiuuocJM, 

CanroU  took  off  his  cap  and  bowed  politely  to  IUI.t«n 

"  All  hands  shorten  sail  I  " 


If 
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CHAPTER  XXXV 

A.  the  crew  of  the  Palmyra  .prang  aloft  to  .horten 
•ail   Lugard  and  Haldane  went  aft.   and  the  latter 
waved  hit  hand  to  Ral.ton  and  Lathom.  who  were  both 
standing  on  the  qMarter-deck  of  the  brigantine.    They 
waved  their  hat.  to  him  in  reply,  and  then  the  di.tan<i 
between  the  two  ve.wl.  rapidly  widened.    The  only 
remaining  boat  the  Coot  poweMed-a  .maU  dinehy 
earned  on  davit,  at  the  .tem-wa.  being  lowered  to 
re«:ue  the  gunner  and  hi.  crew,  for  Ral.ton»i  chief  con- 
cern now  was  fir.t  to  get  these  men  on  board  and  then 
pick  up  the  fim  cutter  before  the  coming  .quail  overtook 
and  .wamped  her  i  once  thi.  wa.  done,  he  intended  to 
keep  up  the  chaw. 

A.  Haldane  .tood  on  the  afternleck  the  captain  of  the 
whalw^eyed  him  wurly  and  wondered  who  he  wa.  until 
Lugard  told  him  in  a  few  hurried  word. 

«  Thi.  i.  Dr.  Haldane.  He  i.  a  civilian  pawenger  on 
the  CiHrt,  and  only  came  with  the  boarding  party  in  ca.e 
ni.  professional  wrvices  were  required.*' 

Carroll',  face  lightened.  « Well,  D^.  Haldane,  I'm 
•orry  for  you.  You  and  the  two  men  with  you  will  have 
to  .tay  on  board  until  we  meet  with  Mme  veMel  bound 
to  the  colonie..  1  have  but  the  one  boat,  and  I'm  not 
going  to  run  any  more  risk,  by  trying  to  Mnd  you  back 
to  your  diip.    A.  it  is.  I  had  a  ta.k  to  retrain  my  crew 
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from  firing  into  her  juit  now,  after  the  unwarrantable 
attack  the  has  made  upon  this  yettel.  But,"  he  added, 
looking  at  the  doctor'i  dripping  garments,  "  you  had 
best  go  below,  and  my  steward  will  give  you  a  change  of 
clothes,  and  Captain  Lugard  wiU  give  you  something  to 
take  the  taste  of  salt  water  out  of  your  mouth." 

"  Thank  you,"  said  Haldane,  as  he  followed  Lugard, 
who  took  him  into  his  own  cabin.  The  moment  they 
were  alone,  the  doctor  put  his  hand  on  Lugard's  shoulder 
and  looked  steadily  at  him. 

"Captain  Lugard,  I  have  no  unfriendly  feeling  to 
either  Captain  Carroll  or  yourself— quite  the  reverse— 
and  I  now  ask  you,  as  man  to  man  and  in  confidence, 
to  answer  me  one  question." 

"  What  is  it  ?  » 

"  There  is  a  lady  on  board  ?  " 

"  There  is." 

"  Is  she  Mrs.  Lathom,  of  Waringa  \  " 
"  No." 

Haldane  gave  a  sigh  of  relief,  and  for  a  moment  or 
two  Lugard  eyed  him  curiously.  "You  will  see  the 
lady  herself  presently.  Dr.  Haldane ;  but  first  take  a 
stiff  peg  whilst  I  tell  the  steward  about  gettin*  you  a 
change."  ' 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  later  Lugard  knocked  at  the  door. 

"  Pve  come  in  to  have  a  quiet  talk  with  you.  Dr. 
Haldane.  What  I  now  tell  you  you  would  yourself 
discover  before  many  hours."  He  paused  a  moment. 
"I  made  your  acquaintance  at  Waringa  under  false 
coburs  as  far  as  the  motives  of  my  visit  were  concerned. 
I  came  to  the  colony  to  effect  the  liberation  of  certain 
Irish  prisoaert— John  Adair,  his  daughter,  and  two 
brothers  named  Montgomery.    I  succeeded." 


36a 

*  •m  aware  of  it ;  I  K-.rj  ♦!.  ■ 

'rom  Rutland.    B^^Jlt      "^  ".'""P'"*  «"•«- 

"  Then  you  wiU  e«ena  I  .       '^  ^"^  "^  'Y^P'thy." 

»^«  to  «e  y^" .         '°  *"'  ■"  ""  P"«.  »nd  J,e  now 

aUt  ^W.Xh"et ""  *" '    '  *"  -'  kn-  «the, 

clv-  "^^  ^"  '^■»""-    "•"  you   kne,  Helen 

Haldane  tpranff  to  h»  /  . 

t*o  hand..    ..(4d   he^ve^r  "h  I'^T*  ^"«»«''' 

•he  "here!    Let  me  J,  k  *''"   '^"'"''' '    And 

"  PrM.»,l„    J  ''"  "  °"«    "  he  Mid 

l-retently,   doctor.    Now    a  H,,i.      i-,      ' 

board  .hi.  .hip.    Le,  „  ^  "/.'/k^^""""  "«  »» 
«"d  her  here,  did  you  not  >"  "  "'*««'  to 

"  I  did." 

«kw«  .'.d  „a  itly  "'"•"■«  ^«"<'''  '""'^  he  „t 

h»n«me.    How  you  learn.  iVrV  ,  *''"»o'"«' 

«kyouto,ellme'i,yo„T::wWre"»-    ""''*> 

••^"l^S,'^:^^'r  •--«•"-. low,, 

w"jerorSa^.^^^,--«end.     «o  y„„ 
wave  liis  hat  to  me  ?  "  ^^  you  not  see  him 
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Haldane  rapidJy  told  the  itory. 

and  Wray  a«  tottth  u*"  ^°"  ^^"'  "*»*  »'    She 

^^  na  I    Did  you  see  them  i  » 
"  No,  but  I  know  they  are  on  board »»    A«J  .u 

you      I  .hinl'  ,^-  '^''""''  y""  ""O"  »"  ">«  I  can  tell 

You  are  right.    She  is  a  good  woman      l^tt,^ 
Iknow,  thini-,  v.O'highly  of  herTZZh  L  aj^ trj 

LatW.!^  ^B^h  *""'"'  ««"»'•'•»«•  of  Captain 
Certamly,"  replied  Haldane,  a,  he  followS  .h. 

-Xr ° "" """"  """• "--  Heiel"':::!;^ 

"My  dear  Mm  Adair,  I  am  glad  to  «e  you  again •' 
"c'.lSrtho^-,':^"*"'^"'^""'—'^ 
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"Quit.  «>dl.  Now  t«U  D.  dl  .bout  yomdf  ^ 
your  ■dventuKt.'*  /"-••«i  un 

LMWng  tkem  to|«th«,.  Lu^rd  w««  on  <fcck.  muJ 
WM  jun  in  time  to  catch  «  gUmpK  of  the  UtimatJsm 
ere  the  tluc|,  blindin,  „i„i,»  jl  hid  I^  ZT^ 

c'-l^r.  I^  •   j'  '"°"  'T''  '*'^''  "^"  •^^^"J 
L«raU  at  Lugard  approached. 

..!!  ^"^ "  '"^"P""''  ••  •»  «»"ed  hii  back  to  the  m.-i 
and  raw  and  leant  .g«u.t  the  weather  rail,  "lou  u( 

Under  her  two  topMUt  and  a  reefed  fores»um  only 
tk  brv  wa.  now  taring  through  the  water  at  nine  or 
ten  knot^  the  wind  gradually  increadng  in  «,eng,L 
At  muKt «  began  to  moderate  and  when  the  moo«To« 
die  w«  domg  about  eight  knot,  over  a  comparati»T 

t  'i^J*'*  •  ""  f  '»'  ""PP".  "<«  Helen.  HJd«^ 

when  the  bng  heeled  over  to  .  fredi  nun^quaU. 
^jO^U  put  hi.  he«i  down  under  the  lee  dde  of  the 

"  Go  on  with  .upper.    Don't  wait  for  me.    Tbi.  i.  a 
bitof.teawr.    It',  a.  thick  a.  peawjup." 

J7„i"  TS"  T  *°^*^'  "^  "''^•'  '^  "'"el  wa, 

SI  rtoo  w*"'  ""^  ^" "-  • "««« "y 

^jeaker.    right    ahead!    Hard    down.    rir.    hard 

. .''  ""  ^  ■»'•',  '•"  "«"  "  CwroU  diouted  "  'Bout 
•top  I     and  the  wheel  .pun  round,  the  brig  (truck  with 
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^K^^k  ^'  °I  •  «o»ent  or  two  until  «  re*t  roUer 
c««f ht  W  bfo«<Uide  on  and  carried  her.  grinding  and 
crMhkg  the  coraJ  beneath,  further  up  on  t^eef 

And  almoit  at  the  sane  moment  a  blue  light  cast  iti 
fha«y  glare  over  the  wild  turmoU  of  .eething  foam,  and 
-.^ed  tUl^^^d^  lying  broadride  on  the  reef 
h*  a  cable  lenrh  away,  with  her  foremaat  gone  and 
th     eat  breaking  over  her. 
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CHAITER  XXXVI 
J;oA.D.  .Iwy.  cool  ,„d  o,l|«:,«J.  „,  .fc.  g„  ,^ 

come  on  d«k.  or  you  m.y  b.  hurt,  or  perlwp.  IdU^  by 
•  falling  .p,r     H.wi,..  ,nd  you  .!«  D,    H.lSne 
pleaM  remain  in  die  cabin  "  ™«Mne. 

S-SSy":  W  •"*"'''  ""^  °"  ""^  •»"  w.«i 

i.  l'^'"?  '*  "^"l'"'  J*'"'"  •^  C«"<>«.  "  »nd  lo 
u  the  Dutchman.    Then  he  roared  out  : 

Jump,  Jim,  jump  I    Looli  out.  men ! "  and  he 
•prang  to  the  main  rigginj.  '      ana  ne 

A  huge,  mountain  wave  came  towering  alonr  ita 
curhng,  wavering  c«t  hiMing  vidoudy  a!  ifi"  V« 
««e  «nnent  maligmmt  creature  bent  on  d«t™cZ 
and  death.    It  bmk.  „j,hin  a  few  fathom.' tn^h  of 

.tern  high  up,  and  literaUy  carried  her  completely  om 

^.  T  J*?'  ""~'"'  ""«  "'  »»•  of  the  nZ^ 

channel,  which  intersect  the  labyrinth  of  Wreck  fc^f 

A,uart.rofa„ho«rlater,Ca,roll.ucc.ededinbring^g 
«waled  .tMlf  for  a  f«»  mmute.  from  out  the  thick  rain 
"  God  help  the  poo,  Dutchman  I "  Mid  the  mate. 
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W^^fJ  ^'•"^-'^.  which  continued  to  bum 

blue  lights,  appealing  for  asmtance.  She  had  fall^ 
over  on  her  beam  end.,  her  deck,  facinri^awari  a„S 
erery  few  minute,  .ea.  would  make  a  Sfar^^^^^"^ 

h^Hh^r  K  ^  ."'^"^'  **"P'  °"'  »«  '^^  wait,  which 
loremaw   fell.    Qu.tered   together  on   the  topgallant 

lvTk!^T"  •">'  P~P»e-luving  taken  refuse 
by  Schouten'.  order.,  for  the  .hip*,  head  wa.  canted 
.omewhat  ,way  from  the  iweepiniT  .eaT-nJ  h*  ?  !^ 
that^  would  part  amid.hip.  a^aTmre-  "" 

« th.v  \'^T  "'^**^  •  "  -***  '^«  ««•  pityingly 

they  won't  be  there  much  longer."  ^   *  ^* 

Lugard,  who  wa.  watching,  nodded.    "Arewemakin* 
much  water,  Mr.  Grey  ?  "  making 

J^^rroll.  who  w„  with  ,h.  c.t«„„  on  .h.  miOn 

J  CrroB,  will  you  l«t  m.  t.ke  fiv«  hand.  «,d  «  to 

"« t  hold  together  another  half-hour.  and  the  tide  i. 
"  Av"*-      •"?  nL""™  "^'•«  '"  "'•k.  a  raft." 

I  told  DalLiT  .      ""T  ■*"  **"•  *•  "=•»  '"  «'>««'• 

WU  do  «m.th,ng  for  them.     But  you  will  have  a  hard 
»»o«  we  did  not  Iom  our  boat  I  *' 

»oK..'^«'!l*  "■" ""  "^p  '•'''^'  "«• ""«» '»' 

TOmnteert,  and  every  man  on  board  rathed  ah      H. 
P«W  on  Manual  Caatro.  th,..  other  ZZ^ll,,  ^ 
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the  third  mate,  and  in  ten  minutei  the  boat  was  away 
puUing  through  one  of  the  narrow  channeli  in  the  ttti 
•o  ai  to  tet  to  the  UimoMrd^  from  leaward.    Ai  h^ 
came  within  haiJing  dittanc,  the  ihipwreclced  people 
gave  a  cheer   and  Schouten.  watching  hi.  chanceTran 
along  the  working,  straining  deck,  and  guned  the  mizzen 
nggmg.    He  called  out  to  Lugard  and  waraed  him  not 
to  attempt  to  come  alongside,  as  the  ship  wi»  lyj,. 
•mongst   a   lot  of  rocks,   whoae   black,  ja^ed   teed! 
reveakd    hemselves  in  the  dim  moonl^ht  every  now 
MKI  then  .s  the  combing  seas  tore  past  the  barque  to 
fall  into  the  smooth  water  on  the  inner  side  of  the  reef 
Ay,  ay,  I  can  see  that,  Schouten.    But  I  can  come 
ctoae  up  under  your  stwn,  and  you  must  let  your  p«>t>ie 
jump  oj*rboard  one  by  one.     Stand  by  an^  catdi  tWs 
line.     Make  it  fast  to  the  weather  rail,  so  that  I  can 
haul  in  on  it  as  soon  as  you  are  ready.    Then  ITl  heave 
you  a  Itgfat  hne  for  any  one  who  can't  swim.     Hurry  ud 
for  God's  sake  !    There's  no  time  to  lose." 

The  Dutchman,  who  was  as  calm  and  imperturbable 
aa  usual,  quickly  made  the  line  fast  and  then  went 
for  ard  again.  He  spoke  a  few  words  in  Dutch  to  the 
officers  and  crew,  and  then  turned  to  Wray,  who  was 
•eated  on  the  deck  with  Ida  Uthom's  head  pUlowed 
against  his  shoulder.  Her  slight  fig»e  was  covered 
with  a  seaman's  oilskin  coat  to  shield  her  from  the 
drenching  spray  which  every  now  and  then  flew  over  her 
and  her  companions. 

"  Mr.  Thompson,  dot  goot,  prave  yentleman  Captain 
Lugardt  haf  now  co^  m  to  take  us  away.    Vill  you  und 
der  poor  ieedle  lady  coom  first.    She  may  have  to  joomp 
into  der  vater.  but  Captain  Lugardt  is  a  fine  zaibr  man 
und  she  need  haf  no  fear,"  * 
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"Come,  Ida,"  and  Wray  rained  her,  half.fainting 
with  terror,  and  then  bent  forward  and  laid  in  low 
tones  to  Schouten : 

"  There  are  two  of  your  men  here  badly  hurt ;  they 
cannot  move.  Help  me  across  the  deck  with  my  wife, 
then  we  shall  get  those  two  injured  men  next.  I  stay 
with  you."  ' 

"  No,  no,  Maurice.  I  will  not  go  without  you.  I 
would  rather  die  than  leave  you.  Oh,  Bfaurice  !  have 
pity  for  me  ;  do  not  send  me  away  from  you  !  " 

Wray  made  a  gesture  to  Schouten  to  lead  the  way, 
and  lifting  Mrs.  Lathom  in  his  arms  as  if  she  were  a 
child,  he,  with  f he  carpenter  on  o  e  side  and  the  captain 
on  the  other  supporting  him,  carried  her  along  the 
higher  side  of  the  deck  to  the  stem,  just  as  another 
heavy  roller  sw^pt  inward,  lifted  the  barque  ten  feet 
high,  and  then  let  her  down  again  up^-»  the  coral  with 
that  peculiar  motion  in  the  after  part  which  denoted 
that  the  ship  hi»d  broken  her  bark. 

Sunu  by.  Captain  Schouten,"  shouted  Lugard, 
"  don't  drop  the  lady  overlward  !  1*11  come  under  your 
counter  in  a  minute  and  take  her  aboard  nicely." 

Wray  placed  Mrs.  Lathom  in  Schouten's  arms,  and 
clambered  down  to  the  lee  rail,  which  was  under  water. 

"For  God's  sake,  Lugard,  save  her!  I'll  give  a 
thousand  pounds " 

"  Be  hang  to  you  an'  your  tousand  pounds !  "  cried 
Manuel  Castro,  "  do  you  think  saUor  man  wan'  money 
at  such  time  ?  Be  quick  ;  look  after  de  lady  and  be 
rady  to  drop  her  in  boat." 

Lugard,  grasping  the  long  steer  oar,  was  watching 
iiie  bsckwash  of  the  roller,  and  the  straining  line  made 
fast  to  the  rail  of  the  barque      His  crew  were  the  pick 


Of  the   brf^s  company-men    who   conttantly   faced 
*^ow,    boys,   now  is   our  chanr*  ♦»   ^-;^j    t 
ihree  of  hit  crew  who  were  for'ard  thr^w  ♦k  • 

the  boat  njht  under  the  barque',  count.,  .njT.i 
Pl««.  Mr..  I..bo™  in  M.2u:.S'.:^f '"'"'" 

-  ^«^r.ho^ii;- t-r,  rj-t  - " 

unitediv  tool,  ,«  ,1.  •  .  "•  *"""  "  •'>«  ""» 

unueaiy  took  to  their  oar.  again  and  backed  off  over  , 

owermg  «..  he  calW  out  to  Schouten  to  brin/.Z! 

-nTdl  rten?"  "T ^  "«"  '""""'o'- 
owing.0  a  bW  "n  ^rh^d'^'C  -" T""^"' 
.H^rew.  .ho  each  in  :>>^;LX:ZrlZTX 
.«-«  .0  or  were  hauW  i;..„  .k,  u».  withV.^ 

felkw  "  'id  T'^'J^-    "  '  "•>'  •""  •^'l'  'W.  pod 
feUow^     And  he  mad.  a  ,.„„re  toward,  the  iCh 

p.;«l-^L::^iru.:r'™''"'''»*"-«p>'*' 

anfr*'  ""^  """^  ■"«•  °'  "'"  "d  ••>«  'Wp'.  paper, 
and  chronometer  were  then  deftiv  cauriit  bv  C.»^  '^  j 

.hen.  with  a  .iid  cheer,  the  gail."  Si  em^,:;.".^ 
their  oar.  a.  Ugard  .wung  the  boat'.  hTd"       j 
the  gaUoping  Mat.  «  '«  Boat  .  head  round  to 

In  leM  than  ha!£  aa  hoor  he  wa.  alongaid.  the /.a*,^^ 
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y»"  -  .SiL'SL''  *^>«T^  >«  -  to  back  «iU. 
a  BiaflilTlf;  "T  r  '™  "'''y-"  "*<*  ^"•"^  ««•« 

caWn    H  .       '^  ^•°""  ""^  ••"  'I'"™  into  the 
Whnn,      "u  »«  "^  "d  i»  another  moment  Ifc.. 

Hadane,  who.  wth  the  .tewrd,  wa.  buriJy  engaged 
■n^ttendu,  ..  d«  ,„  inj„t«,  «.„„,  .^^^  ^ 

time  tor'AJt"  Sh  ^^.^  "**"•  *""  **'''•     '  >"«  "<> 
time  lor  Im     She  wiU  come  to  preMntly." 

kJ^l-  ?       wondering  fear.    She  bent  her 

h.^^,n  «.«,  to  h»  command,  and  carried  Mr..  Lathom 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII 

JutT  as  Lugard  and  hit  crew  pushed  off  from  the  Psl- 
myra  for  a  second  trip,  the  Dutch  barque  parted  amid- 
ships,  her  after  portion  faUing  over  and  sinking  in  the 
deep  water  on  the  outer  side  of  the  reef.    But  Schouten 
had  heen  hard  at  work,  and  a  very  substantial  raft 
had  been  put  together  from  the  yards  of  the  faUen 
foremast,  which  was  stUl  lying  alongside,  thumping  and 
.waying  under  the  bows.    And  so,  as  the  whaleboat 
from  the  brig  breasted  the  rushing  bfllows,  and  Carroll 
and  his  officers  lit  flare  after  flare  to  guide  the  boat  on 
Its  way,  they  saw  Schoutcn  and  the  rest  of  the  ship's 
company  take  their  places  on  the  raft,  and  let  it  drive 
before  the  sweeping  sea»  over  the  reef  towards  the  smooth 
water  mude ;  for  the  Dutch  captain,  knowir^g  that  the 
tide  was  flowing,  wai  cor.fidei,t  that  the  structure,  h*?avy 
and  unwieldy  as  it  was,  would  be  carried  safely  ovei. 

But  Lizard  knew  what  Schouten  did  not  know -that 
on  the  mner  edge  of  the  reef  were  a  number  of  jagged 
bouldtri.  just  awash,  and  if  the  /aft  struck  one  cf These 
It  would  be  fatal  to  those  aboard. 
He  swung  the  boat  round  in  mid-chanue!. 
•  PuU,  boya.  pull  your  hardest ;   we  must  get  up  to 
that  raft  before  ahe  gets  amongst  the  rocks." 
As  tht  boat  headea  directly  across  the  reef,  with  the 
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flying  roUert  catching  her  broadiide  on.  CarroU  and  hi. 

But  swiftly  „  ,he  boa,  «„  „,^     , 

«ft,  which  w„  driving  btfor.  .h.  roaring  b«ak'„  a,  , 
funou.  .p«d.  .pi„,i„g  „„„j  ,_,j        «     ^ker.  a,  a 

«iluig  a  pinnacle  of  coral  rock  .very  now  and  t^? 

n,tt^  """•'  *^"""'  *'"°  ™  pulling  ..rokc. 

Z^    ".'™,"*  ''^  -  "  '»'»'•  "-'""tainou.  wive  cami 
^«d»g  «l.n,ly  and  vi™,u.ly  along.  ,„d  Lug.«i  h"d 
oviy  ome  ,o  dew  round  head  on,  when  i,  brola  «-ith  a 
.«««.  roar,  and  aU  but  «„mped  ,he  boat ;  .Ci.Tm 
.od.  the  raft,  and  buri«l  it  deep  down. 

num!,'.  T  °L""  '""  '^"»«  <»«■  «d  the  other  three 

^ytd^dt:!:!""  ^'^"'-"» ""  •»"  •-»  -^ 

•he  rah.  r«.ed  J„.  hand  with  a  ,«.,„»  of  deapair 
^^  Ten  goot  men  haf  gone."  "^ 

"Jump  in,  every  one  !  "  cried  lAiga.-d. 
IT«  Dutchmen  quickjy  claober^i  into  the  whaleboat 

««h<«.ten    remained   till    the   !.„.    n.„    „iri«   ... 
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**  Der  poor  yendenun  it  yery  InuUx  him,  CM»t«J 
l^iardt.    Shutt  Uy  him  down  carefoUy." 

Wmy  for  it  was  he,  wi.  dying,  and  knew  it,  for  i 
^  wae  lifted  into  the  boat,  he  raiMd  hie  hand  feebl 
to  Lufard,  sicnifying  that  he  wished  to  tpealc.  Th 
Amencan  bent  down  over  him,  and  even  in  the  moor 
M|ht  could  eee  that  he  had  not  many  minutet  to  liv< 
for  hie  back  and  ribe  had  been  crushed  by  hie  fallin 
between  the  raft  and  the  thip  ju.t  as  the  former  wa 
castmg  off. 

"  Schouten  has  over  two  thousand  pounds  of  mine 
Tell  him  to  give  it  to  A#r.  And  teU  her  to  try  an< 
forgive  me.    G6od-bye,   Lugard." 

Wore  the  boat  reached  the  brig  again  he  was  dead 
and  Castro  covered  his  face  with  a  jacket. 

Carroll  met  the  shipwrecked  men  at  ihe  gangway 
•nd.  sailor-like,  gave  his  hand  to  Schouten  in  sym- 
pathy.  ' 

••  How  many  are  gone  f  "  he  asked. 

"Ten,  und  der  yentleman  passenger  is  dead  in  the 

Lugard  nodded  confirmation  of  the  news  to  CarroU 
then  drew  him  aside. 

"  You  must  tell  her  that  the  poor  feUow  is  dead. 
We  cannot  possibly  keep  it  from  her.  Where  is  the 
doctor  ? " 

"  Bek>w ;  he  told  me  that  he  had  given  Miss  Adair 
a  strong  opiate  for  Mrs.  Lathom." 

"Pwr  creature  I  her  awakening  wiU  be  sad  enough. 
Ask  the  doctor  to  come  on  deck  for  a  minute.    I  don*t 

want  to  go  bebw  just  yet  in  these  wet  togs.    TU  change 
»n  the  steward's  room.'* 

Haldaae  soon  appeared,    iie  shook  hands  warmly 
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with  Lupird.  and  w«.  paying  him  a  compliment  on  hit 
•kill  and  pluck  in  re«:uing  the  diipwrecked  men.  when 
the  Amencan  interrupted  him  : 

"  Lieutenant  Wray  is  dead.  Dr.  Haldane.»* 
"  Dead !  " 

"Died  a  few  minutet  ago  in  the  boat.  He  was 
crushed  between  the  raft  and  the  barque.'* 
"  Heaven  forgive  him  his  sins  !  Where  U  he  ?  " 
Lugard  led  the  way  to  the  'tween  decks,  where  Wi«y»s 
body  was  lying  covered  with  a  rug ;  a  ship's  lantern 
hangwg  from  one  of  the  deck  beams  overhead,  cast  a 
flint  light  upon  the  stiffened  figure  ;  Haldanc  unhooked 
It,  and  drawing  aside  the  rug.  gazed  at  the  dead  man's, 
face  for  a  few  momerrs.  Then,  with  a  sigh,  he  replaced 
Uie  lantern,  and  without  a  word  went  on  deck  anin 
with  Lugard.  • 

"  Carroll  will  tell  her,"  said  ths  latter. 
"  Ay.  the  must   be  told.   I  suppoae.    She  is  now 
sleeping.    So  far  she  has  not  spoken  a  single  word  to 
any  oue-not  even  Miss  Adair.    Her  nervous  system 
has  received  a  great  shock." 
"  Of  course  she  recognised  Miss  Adair  ?  " 
"  I  hardly  think  so— in  fact  she  was  in  a  state  of 
collapse  when  she  entered  the  cabin.    It  seems  cruel  to 
•ay  so,  but  death  would  be  best  for  her  now.    What  has 
•he  to  live  for  f  " 

Towards  midnight  the  wind  :eased,  and  a  glorious 
moon  shone  out  of  a  ctoudless  sky  of  blue,  and  lit  up  the 
wUd  turmoU  of  surf  upon  the  reef.  Nothing  was  left  of 
the  Utim^itni  but  on  two  low.  sandy  islets  a  mile 
away  mside  the  lagoon,  her  wreckage  was  piled  up  high 
on  th*  white  beach,  which  was  ihimmering  in  the 
looalight. 
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boat  whlrT K-'T?       *««d>n«ly  wrong  current.    Tht 
up.  and  there  wai  .carcely  anything  on  deck  or  aloft 

A.  th.  thr«  m«  ttood  ,oge,h«,  .nd  ,he  officer  look«i 
«  the  w.«r-ni«k  on  the  »undin,  «d.  Ida  JUA^lt 
ri«d.,  6gu«  appeared  on  the  »l^k     Sh™ 

J^rriir  t 'kid'  .t  '"•  -"•  ""  "-"^  ^ 
tta^  .. jh.  .towly  came  (on».rd.  d^  d«w  «:„,i  fc,, 
^»<««  «  rf  d>e  were  cold,  though  the  nijht  .ir  ^ 

Nlf  w.lfc!H    '^         L     •  '"**  **"•  """•ring  to  her- 

wl.V'.k"'""  '•*  """"•  '^*~»  «»»J"«i  convert. 
«th  the  two  men.  and  then  walked  aft  to  aKendTT 

Oh.  Mr.  Dawtoo."  ^  cr«d  quickly,  "have  y„u 


»77 

•t  once,  and  cdled  Mr.  Grey\nl  X  T^  "P 

'tween  d«k,.  '^  '     *"''  ''«  «»""«»  »  the 

Mn.  Uthom  wa<  on  her  knees  beude  Wrav-.  lwl„ 
•he  had  ,emo»«J  ,he  rug  f«m  hi.  f«e    "^         '^' 
"otionleM  .nd  rigid  in  hef  «.i,ud.  hl^lie^LTir 

."■"""••u ''""""''  *•  •'o-'y  putt,  i^^ht^r 

Mill?"  ■▼eftcr  there.    Will  you  come  with  me. 

Helen  followed  him,  and  then  a«  th.  «« 

"Come,  Mrs.  Lathom,  lean  on  me." 
She  obeyed,  but  .till  preserved  the  .ame  stony  silenc^ 
M  Helen  went  with  her  up  into  the  bri.h/ 1       r  ?* 

Shouting  out  hit  orden  to  lower  the  boat  th.  .  ii 
D.w«.n  .prang  over  the  .ide.  and  .V,  tw^  'Jit.^   he' 
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hardly  discernible,  and  when  the  boat  did  get  up  i 
hun  Grey  saw  that  he  was  alone. 

"  rWd  you  see  her  ?  »  asked  the  mate,  as  Dawson  wi 
hauled  in. 

"No.  She  must  have  sunk  at  once.  I  caught  sigl 
of  the  cape  she  was  wearing— it  was  floating  away  o 
the  current.  There  are  some  fearful  eddies— I  wj 
twice  all  but  sucked  down." 

Until  dayUght  the  boat  continued  the  search,  an 
Grey  was  about  to  abandon  it,  when  he  caught  sigl 
of  something  lying  on  the  beach  of  a  tiny  little  isl« 
only  a  few  yards  in  extent.  He  turned  the  boat's  hea 
towards  it. 

"  'Tis  her,"  said  Dawson,  in  a  low  voice. 

T^ey  stepped  out  on  to  the  firm,  hard,  white  sand,  an- 
bendmg  over  her,  saw  that  she  had  been  dead  for  man^ 
hours.  Very  gently  and  reverently  the  ofiicer  ani 
Manuel  Castro  carried  her  to  the  boat,  and  laid  he 
down,  and  the  Portuguese  covered  her  pale,  childisl 
features  with  his  silk  handkerchief. 

Then  slowly  and  wearily  the  men  pulled  back  to  th. 
bng,  and  Helen  wept  long  and  unrestrainedly  in  th. 
silence  of  her  cabin,  as  she  knelt  in  prayer  beside  th< 
woman  whose  unhappy  story  had  been  told  to  her  b) 
Dr.  Haldane,  who,  knowing  that  Helen  had  recognisec 
the  man  lymg  dead  in  the  'tween  decks,  felt  that  ii 
would  be  impossible  to  any  longer  conceal  the  truth. 

Early  m  the  morning  a  search  party  visited  the  largei 
of  the  two  islands,  and  succeeded  in  finding  the  bodies 
of  four  poor  Dutch  seamen,  and  late  in  the  afternoon 
they  were  buned  in  the  sandy  soil  of  a  low  thicket  scrub, 
the  haunt  of  myriads  of  terns  and  gulls,  with  the  boom 
of  the  ever-restless  breakers  on  the  reef  for  their  per- 
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petual  r.y«j.«.    Then  Wray  was  laid  to  rest  near  by. 
Lugard  and  Manuel  Castro  carried  him  to  his  grave 
followed  by  as  many  of  the  men  of  both  ships  W 
panies  as  the  whaleboat  could  carry. 

Some  little  distance  away  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
island  was  a  small  clump  of  pandanus  palms,  growing 
on  a  hillock^  their  pale  green  fronds  waving  and  Ltlinf 
m  the  sea-breeze,  and  here  Ida  Lathom  was  carried  at 

of  T  Tk'  T'/7'  ^T'^  ""^^«  "^^  ^'"rial  service 
of  the  Church  of  England  over  her  as  he  had  done  for 
the  seamen^  Haldane,  who  was  present  with  Helen, 
Schouten  Hewitt,  Carroll  and  all  his  officers,  was  ver^ 
grave,  and  sad  as  they  returned  to  the  boat. 

"God  grant  there  may  be  no  more  tragedies,"  he  said 
to  CaiToll,  as  they  walked  slowly  down  the  beach,  «  but  I 
fear  that  the  poor  Dutch  sailor  with  the  injury  to  his 
head  v^ll  not  pull  through;  this  has  been  a  fateful 
voyage  for  you-and  for  poor  Miss  Adair  as  well." 

Ay,     replied  the  whaleman,  with  a  deep  si^h,  «  a 
strange,  fateful  voyage  indeed." 

As  it  was  Carroll's  intention  to  leave  the  lagoon  on 
the  foUowmg  afternoon  by  a  passage  he  had  di«:overed 
on  the  south-eastern  side,  Lugard  asked  him  if  he 
might  take  the  boat  at  daylight  and  go  ashore,  as 
Hewitt,  Montgomery,  Cole,  and  himself  wished  to  erect  a 
cairn  over  Mrs  Lathom's  grave.  There  wasan  abundance 
of  flat  coral  slabs,  well  suited  for  the  purpose  lying  on  the 

hIh      a  r  u^  ^°"r  ^°"^^  '"®"  ^°'  "«  completion. 
He  en  and  Haldane  also  wished  to  go  with  them 

Very  well,  Jim.     We  have  a  lot  to  do  on  board. 

and  you  might  as  well  be  on  shore  with  the  doctor  and 

Miss  Adair  as  here.     I'd  put  to  sea  right  away  if  I 

could ;    but  srill,  I  don't  suppose  that  that  brigantinc 
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will  trouble  U8  any  more.  And  if  she  does  harper, 
along  she  can't  get  inside  the  lagoon  unless  she  jurtpa 
over  the  reef  as  we  did,  for  she  can't  beat  in  through 
tnat  narrow  passage  to  the  south-east." 

So  as  daylight  broke,  the  boat  was  manned  by  Mont- 
gomery, Cole,  Haldane,  and  Lugard,  and  with  Helen 

^'«^iTp;Lr  ^'""'  ^^'  ^'""  ^"^^^  °^  -^- 

"Here,  take  these,"  he  said,  throwing  some  oilskins 
and  rugs  into  the  boat ;   «  there  is  going  to  be  a  power 

ward'"*  """  '"  "  ^^"^"^  "P  ^^*^y  *°  ^^^^«- 
And  he  was  right,  for  scarcely  had  the  boat  touched 
the  beach  wnen  the  wind  came  away  from  the  eastward, 
brmgmg  with  it  heavy  rain,  and  Haldane,  lifting  Helen 
m  his  arms,  set  oflF  at  a  run  over  the  broken  coral  for  the 
clump  of  pandanus  palms,  where  he  was  soon  joined  by 
Lugard  and  the  others,  who  quickly  made  a  protection 
for  her  by  stretching  some  oilskins  between  the  trees. 

^  Please  do  not  trouble  about  me.  Captain  Lugard.  I 
wish  you  would  let  me  come  with  you  and  the  men,  and 
see  what  you  are  doing.    I  am  not  afraid  of  getting 

Lugard's  dark  eyes  lit  up  with  pleasure,  though  he 
answered  her  in  his  usual  cool  but  yet  profoundl^ 
respectful  manner.  ^     "unuiy 

"Ah,  no,  Miss  Adair;  please  stay  here  under  this 
shelter  rude  and  rough  as  it  is.  You  must  not  expo  ^ 
yourself  to  these  tropical  rains  on  the  coast-for  tfdo 
so  means  fever." 

wMst  t^"  ^^"^^°"f«  H^I^n  remained  under  shelter, 
whilst  the  men,  m  the  still  pouring  ram,  worked  a 
carrymg  up  the  coral  slabs  from  the  beach,  and  deposit- 
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mg  them  under  the  palms.  Many  of  the  largest  and 
finest  stones  were  a  foot  or  two  under  water,  and  at 
these  Lugard  laboured.  He  had  stripped  to  the  waist, 
and  once  when  he  arose  panting,  and  squared  his  broad, 
tattooed  chest,  as  he  drew  in  a  deep  breath,  Haldane 
could  not  but  admire  the  muscularity  and  gracefulness 
of  his  perfectly  proportioned  figure. 

By  this  time  the  wind  had  become  very  light,  but  the 
warm,  heavy  rain  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
everything  except  the  little  islet  was  blotted  from  view 
and  the  boom  of  the  breakers  on  the  reef  had  ceased 
simply   owing   to   the   continuous    downpour   having 
flattened     the  surf  so  much  that  instead  of  a  fierce 
turmoU  and  seethe  of  flying  spray  and  spume,  there  was 
now  but  a  gentle  swell,  almost  as  placid  and  noiseless  as 
the  lappmg  of  the  tide  upon  the  sandy  shores  of  the 
inner  side  of  the  lagoon.    Away  to  the  westward,  where 
the  bng  lay  at  anchor,  the  rain  mist  was  as  thick  as  a 
London  fog,  and  Lugard  had  just  told  Haldane  that  he 
was  afraid  the  Palmyra  could  not  possibly   find  her 
way  out  of  the  reef  in  such  weather,  when  Helen  appeared 
on  the  bank  above,  and  caUed  to  them  to  come  and  uet 
something  to  eat. 

"  I  have  made  quite  a  discovery,"  she  cried  to  Hal- 
dane as  they  walked  back ;  «  quite  near  where  you  left 
me,  I  saw  some  pieces  of  timber-wreckage,  I  suppose  is 
the  proper  term-half-buried  in  the  sand,  and  on  one 
there  is  a  thick  brass  plate  with  the  name  *  Cato '  on  it  " 

Haldane  was  at  once  interested,  told  her  that  it  was  a 
rchc  and  a  memory  of  the  gallant  and  ai-fated  navigator 
Matthew  Flinders,  who,  in  the  Porpoise,  in  1804,  had 
been  cast  away  on  Wreck  Reef  when  sailing  in  company 
with  the  transport  C4to. 
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Presently  Lugard,  having  dressed  himself,  joinec 
them,  and  they  all  three  walked  up  to  Helen's  shelter 
where  Hewitt  and  the  two  other  men  had  made  coflFee 
and  spread  out  the  provisions  they  had  brought  on  s 
piece  of  time-worn,  weather-beaten  plank. 

Montgomery  had  just  passed  Helen  a  cup  of  coflFee, 
when  he  raised  his  hand  suddenly. 

"  Listen  !  "  he  said. 

"  What  is  it  ?  "  asked  Helen. 

"  I  fancied  I  heard  the  sound  of  oars  quite  near  us— 
as  if  a  boat  were  passing  along  the  outer  side  of  the 
reef." 

They  all  listened  intently  for  some  seconds,  and  both 
Helen  and  Haldane  fancied  they  heard  a  dulled  click, 
f/iV*,  as  if  oars  were  being  rowed  between  wooden  thole- 
pins. 

"  I'll  tell  you  what  it  is,"  said  Haldane,  with  a  laugh  ; 
"it  is  pelicans  clamping  .heir  great  mandibles  simul- 
taneously. There  are  hundreds  of  them  quite  near.  I 
have  often  heard  them  on  the  mainland  making  this 
peculiar  noise—it  k  their  idea  of  music,  I  suppose." 

"  Quite  right,  sir,"  said  Cole,  "  they  open  their  wings, 
and  snap  their  bills  together  all  at  once." 

Half  an  hour  passed,  and  then  the  rain  suddenly 
ceased,  the  sun  came  out,  the  pinnated  leaves  of  the 
pandanus  palms  around  them  rustled  to  a  freshening 
breeze,  and  the  thick  mist  disappeared  as  if  by  magic. 

"  Come,"  said  Lugard,  as  he  rose,  "  we  must  get  on 
with " 

"  Surrender  !  "  cried  a  hoarse  voice,  and  CoflFe,  of  the 
Coot,  followed  by  half  a  dozen  seamen  with  drawn 
cutlasses,  sprang  into  the  grove  of  palm-trees. 

"  Back !  "  shouted  Lugard,  as,  seizing  Helen  in  his 
left  arm,  he  drew  his  pistol  and  pointed  it  at  CoflFe, 
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back,  I  say ;  for  we  are  all  well  armed  and  desperate 
men."  Then  he  called  to  Ifontgomery,  Cole,  and 
Hewitt  to  follow  him  to  the  boat. 

"  Surrender,  and  avoid  useless  bloodshed  !  "  cried 
Lathom's  well-remembered  voice,  as  he  too  appeared 
over  the  ridge  of  sand  bank.  **  For  God's  sake,  Hal- 
dane,  get  them  to  yield  quietly.  And  you  Mr.  Coffe,  I 
implore   you " 

"  Never  will  I,  for  one,  be  taken  alive  !  "  cried  Hewitt, 
as,  raising  his  pistol  at  a  seaman  who  was  pointing 
his  weapon  at  his  breast,  he  fired  and  shot  the  man 
through  the  body,  and  at  the  same  time  Coffe  dis- 
charged his  pistol  at  Lugard.  The  bullet  struck  him  on 
the  right  arm,  and  smashed  the  bone,  but  in  an  instant 
he  released  Helen  and  took  his  pistol  in  his  left  hand. 

"  Run,  Miss  Adair,  run  for  the  boat !  "  he  shouted  as 
he  dashed  at  the  officer,  and  felled  him  with  a  blow 
from  the  butt-end  of  his  pistol,  just  as  Montgomery,  a 
man  of  herculean  strength,  but  whose  pistol  had  hung 
fire,  wrested  a  cutlass  from  a  seaman,  and  cut  him  down 
with  his  own  weapon,  though  another  sailor  had  at 
the  same  moment  given  him  a  terrible  gash  on  the 
shoulder,  whilst  Cole,  a  man  as  active  arc!  wiry  as  a 
native  cat,  avoiding  the  sweep  of  a  cutlass  stroke  from 
another  man,  tripped  him  up  on  the  soft,  yielding  sand, 
stunned  him  with  a  kick  on  the  head,  tore  his  cutlass 
from  his  hand,  and  then  rushed  to  aid  Helen,  who,  with 
Lugard  covering  her  retreat  with  his  piste!  pointing  at  a 
pursuing  seaman,  was  pantingly  toiling  over  the  sand 
and  broken  coral  towards  the  boat.  As  Cole  overtook 
the  man-of-war's  man,  he  brought  him  down  with  a 
sweeping  blow  of  the  cutlass  across  his  legs,  and  in 
another  moment  was  with  Helen. 
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'*  Into  the  boat,  every  one !  "  cried  Lugard,  running 
back.  "Go,  Hewitt,  go  and  help  your  cousin.  W« 
are  safe  !  Ha,  Montgomery,  no  more  of  this  work  !  " 
and  he  darted  in  front  of  the  giant  Irishman,  who, 
maddened  with  the  pain  of  his  own  wound,  and  th< 
quick  lust  of  the  suddenly  aroused  instinct  to  slaughter, 
had  drawn  back  his  bloodied  cutlass  to  thrust  it  through 
the  heart  of  the  coxswain  of  the  landing  party,  who, 
half-stunned  by  a  cut  on  the  head,  had  sunk  on  one 
knee,  but  was  bravely  defending  himself.  "  Away,  away 
with  you,  away  to  the  boat  with  Miss  Adair,  or  I'll  shoot 
you  dead  !  See,  the  brig  is  under  way,  and  coming  to 
meet  us  outside  the  passage  !  Away,  away  with  you  ! 
I'll  follow "    •  /  /  / 

"  May  I  die  with  the  curse  of  Heaven  on  me  it  I  leave 
you,  sir  !  »  cried  Montgomery ;  but  Lugard  heard  him 
not,  for,  with  his  cocked  pistol  in  his  left  hand,  he  was 
now  facing  Haldane  and  Lathom. 

"  Back,  gentlemen,  back !  I  am  a  desperate  man  ! 
My  pistol  has  two  barrels  ;  and  I  will  kill  you  both  if 
you  attempt  to  stay  me.  Back,  I  say  !  You  shall  never 
make  a  prisoner  of  that  girl  whilst  I  am  alive." 

Haldane  threw  out  his  arms  supplicatingly,  and 
Lathom  himself  extended  his  right  hand,  weaponless 
and  as  in  friendship. 

"  Not  enemies,  not  enemies,  Lugard  !  "  cried  the 
surgeon.  "  See,  all  the  landing  party  are  either  killed, 
wounded,  or  disarmed,  and  God  knows  neither  Lathom 
nor  myself  seek  to  do  you  harm  !  But  for  Heaven's 
sake,  let  me  see  to  your  arm  ;  you  may  lose  it " 

Montgomery  sprang  forward  and  stood  in  front  of 
Lugard,  with  his  ensanguined  cutlass  ready  to  strike  at 
either  Lathom  or  the  surgeon,  but  Lugard  made  him 


Helen  Adair 


285 


•tand  aside,  and.  dropping  his  pistol,  held  out  his  left 
nand  to  them  in  turn. 

"  Good-bye,  Captain  Lathom ;  good-bye,  Mr.  Hal- 
dane.  I  am  glad  mdeed  to  hold  your  hands  in  mine 
before  we  part.  As  for  my  arm,  doctor,  it  matters  but 
litth  ;  we  sailor-men  can  mend  a  broken  bone  in  our  own 
rough  way,  and  the  skipper  of  the  Palmyra  has  set 
many  a  ractured  limb  in  his  whaling  career,  so  I  am 
not  at  all  anxious  about  myself.  Ah  !  there  is  the 
bngantme  coming  round  the  western  horn  of  the  reef 
too  far  away  to  intercept  us,  for  which  I  thank  God,  for 
we  have  had  enough  misery  and  bloodshed  as  it  is.  And 
now,  good-bye." 

Lathom  and  Haldane  clasped  his  hand,  and  bid  him 
a  hurried  farewell ;  and  then  Patrick  Montgomery  threw 
down  his  cutlass,  and,  lifting  Lugard,  who  was  weaken- 
ing from  loss  of  blood,  in  his  arms,  called  out  to  the 
soldier  and  the  surgeon  : 

"God  bless  you.  Captain  Lathom,  and  you.  Dr. 
Haldane  ;  for  ye  both  are  good  men,  as  many  of  us  poor 
pnsoners  know." 

He  set  off  at  a  run,  carrying  Lugard  as  easily  as  if 
he  were  a  boy,  and  as  he  ran,  and  Lugard  waved  his 
hand  m  farewell  to  Haldane  and  Lathom,  the  brig  fired 
a  gun  as  she  swept  over  the  smooth  surface  of  the  lagoon 
towards  the  passage  through  the  reef. 

As  Montgomery  reached  the  waiting  boat  and  lifted  his 
burden  over  the  side,  Helen  extended  her  hand  to  him. 
Are  you  hurt.  Captain  Lugard  ?  " 

"  Nothing  to  speak  of.  Miss  Adair.  Give  way,  men  ; 
and  pull  as  hard  as  you  can.  The  brig  is  now  almost 
outside  the  passage,  and  in  a  few  minutes  will  be  hove-to 
outside  waiting  for  us.      Ha  !  she  sees  us." 
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Then  Helen,  who  saw  that  he  was  suffering  inten 
pain  from  his  broken  arm,  quietly  tore  off  a  strip  fro 
her  skirt,  and,  despite  his  protests,  made  a  sling,  ar 
Vincent  Hewitt,  as  he  bent  to  his  oar,  saw  his  su: 
browned  cheeks  flush  deeply  as  Helen's  hand  touch< 
his  neck. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  later  the  brig  brought-to  out8i< 
the  passage,  the  boat  came  alongside,  and,  amid  tl 
cheers  of  the  whalemen,  Helen,  followed  by  her  coi 
panions,  ascended  to  the  deck. 

"  Welcome  back.  Miss  Adair  !  "  cried  Carroll.  "  Jii 
are  you  badly  hurt  ?  Put  the  two  Britisher  sailo 
ashore  on  the  islet,  Mr.  Grey,  and  then  hurry  bac 
again  and  hoist  tip  the  boat !  " 


:>  1 


And  as  the  Palmyra  sped  northward,  and  the  Ic 
islets  of  Wreck  Reef  were  left  astern,  Haldane  to 
Lathom  the  story  of  his  wife's  death. 

"  It  is  as  well,  George,"  he  said  quietly ;   "  it  is 
veil  for  them  both." 


i  J 


Two  years  had  passed,  and  on  the  broad  lawn  of 
country  house  on  the  beautiful  Highlands  of  the  Neve 
sink,  Helen  was  seated  with  her  uncle,  Walter  Adai 
An  open  letter,  just  received,  was  in  her  hand,  and  si 
and  the  old  man  were  discussing  its  contents  ve; 
earnestly,  when  Lugard,  who  had  come  to  visit  Hel 
that  morning,  walked  towards  them. 

**  Well,  captain,  when  do  you  sail  ?  "  asked  the  o 
merchant. 

"  In  a  week  or  so,"  he  replied,  as  he  seated  himse 

"  I  am  sorry  it  is  so  soon,"  said  Helen.    Then  s 
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looked  up  frankly-"  I  have  some  newt  for  you,  Captain 
Lugard.  We  shall  have  a  visitor  here  in  a  fortnight- 
some  one  whom  you  would  be  glad  to  see." 

"  Is  it  Lathom  ?  " 

"  Yes." 

"I  thought  so,"  said  the  American  kindly;  "and 
he  is  coming  for  you  ?  " 

"  He  says  so,"  and  she  blushed  deeply.  «  I  have  just 
heard  from  him.  He  says  he  feels  that  he  ought  not  to 
have  left  the  service  just  as  we  are  going  to  war  with 
China." 

"  Ah !  he  will  not  think  so  in  another  fortnight,"  said 
Lugard,  with  a  laugh.  «  Well,  he  is  a  lucky  man,  and 
as  neither  Hewitt  nor  I  could  win  you,  we  shaU  feel 
sincere  pleasure  in  knowing  that  you  are  marrying  one 
of  the  best  fellows  that  ever  wore  the  King's  uniform 
I  must  write  to  him." 

"  Do,  and  I  will  give  him  the  letter  myself.  He  has 
never  yet  failed  to  speak  of  you  in  any  of  his  letters, 
and  I  know  he  will  be  sorry  to  miss  seeing  you." 

"Ah,  well,  I  shall  be  back  from  the  East  Indies  in 
another  year,  and  we  shall  meet  then.  How  is  Hewitt 
doing  p  " 

"  Very  well  indeed."    Then  she  told  him  how  Hewitt 
accompanied  by  Montgomery  and  Cole,  had  been  sent  by 
her  uncle  to  take  charge  of  a  stock  farm  in  Pennsylvania 
and  had  done  so  well  that  they  were  in  a  fair  way  of 
becoming  rich  men  in  a  few  years. 

"And  who  else  do  you  think  is  coming  over  with 
Captain  Lathom  ?  "  she  asked. 

"  The  big  doctor  ?  " 

"No;  I  wish  he  were.  It  is  some  one  who  one  day 
came  to  me  when  I  was  very,  very  unhappy,  and  he 
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gave  me  something  that  made  my  aching  heart 
for  joy." 

The  seaman  looked  puzzled.    "  Some  one  I  know 

"  Yes,  indeed,  some  one  who  brought  me  your 
letter." 

"  Ah  !  the  old,  lame  man." 

"  Yes,  indeed,  dear  old  Tim  Doyle,  who  was  ah 
so  kind  to  me.  Captain  Lathom  got  the  Governc 
pardon  him,  and  is  keeping  the  poor  old  fellow  ai 
own  man.    And  Russ  comes  too." 

"  Lathom  is  a  good,  thoughtful  fellow ;  no  wo 
people  love  him." 

"And  no  jwonder  people  love  James  Lugard," 
the  girl  softly,  as  she  clasped  the  seaman's  two  h 
in  hers,  "  for  he  too  is  good,  thoughtful  and  brave." 
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